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PREFACR 


Two years ago, when I was past seventy eight 
■years of age, I published my, work on Christianity. 
Today I publish my work on Mahomedanism. The 
reader will pardon all defects in this book consi- 
dering my extreme old age and my partial blindness. 

I have tried to be strictly impartial as Vl have 
no bias for or against • any religion and I have highly 
praised Mahomed where praise ^vas due to him and 
I have written a chapter comparing the religion of 
Christ with that of Mahomed. 

• I have cited authority with chapter and verse for 
g^most every statement I have made in this book, 
anal have given many parallels and many illustra- 
tions from the four living religions, two born in India 
and two born in Judea. 

.At the end of this book the reader will find a 
complete Index to the Koran giving the numbers of 
the chapter and of the verse, the substance of im- 
portant verses being briefl}?^ stated. 

I. must here declare that unless otherwise stated, 
all references to Christians and Mahomedans will be 
understood to refer to people resident out of India, 
as the law regarding communal matters is in a 
somewhat dangerous state. 

I request all Mahomedan readers not to pass a 
verdict on this book without reading the last chapter. 

Calcutta , Basanta. Coomar ^Bose. 
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religion that it shall enable him to do that whitjli he 
can alread}- do witliout it. The test of a true religion 
is that it shall enable a man to do the impossible and 
the author of “ Chfistianit\- : A Critical Stud 3 ’*”, must 
write another book and explain how hundreds of 
thousands of lives have been enabled to exhibit quali- 
ties manifestlj^ bej-ond the reach of unaided human 
faculties, The book is interesting in showing that no 
revereiice, however devout, can win India foi| Christ 
and Christianit 3 ^ The onl 3 ’ power that caif do that is 
the power of the Resurrection seen in the lives of His 
professed followers. If Mr. Bose has not succeeded in 
pro\dng his case he has, at least, issued a challenge 
which should give all professing Christians furiousl 3 '^ 
to think. “ The Englishman ” Sth Juh*, 1929. • 
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INTRODUCTION. 


As lU}' subject is Maliomedaiiisiii, not Maho- 
med, I intend saving vciy few words regarding his 
life. He belonged to the fainil}'' of Koreish, the most 
illustrious in Mecca, the Macoraba of the Greeks, who 
were in charge of the temple of Caabjt and his 
great-grand-father was the governor of Mecca. He 
was born in 5(50 or o70, and his parents d 3 -ing when 
he was vciy young, his grand-father brought him up, 
and after him his father’s uterine brother brought 
him lip. He docs not seem to have received any 
education. In fact the Arabs had no written charac- 
tcji's till the}- were invented bj' Moramer Ibn Morra, 
of Irak, who lived onh' a few years before Alailiomed, 
and the characters were introduced into Arabia in 
^lahomcd’s time. lie look service under a rich 
widow Khadija, older in j'cars than ]Mahonied, and 
afterwards married her and she was his sole wife as 
long as she lived. vShc was his first disciple and he 
called her one of the four perfect women, the other 
three being his daughter Fatima, Asia, the wife of 
the Pharoah and Virgin Maiy “the daughter of 
Imran,” mentioned in Ch. 66, vs. 11-13. Vide Sale’s 
Note on these verses. PIc travelled as far as S 3 a‘ia 
on his wife’s business. In his fortieth 3 ’Car the first 
five verses of the ninct 3 ’sixlh diaper of the Koran 
were revealed to him. Ali was his next disciple. 
The number of his disciples graduall 3 ^ inorcased. 
Abu Beer, a vciy influential member of the Koricslv 
family also became his disciple. ]\Iahomed was perse- 



MAHO-MEDAXISM 


cutcd because he condemned idolatry and twice his 
enemies 'tried to capture and kill him but failed. 
On one occasion he and Abu Beer had to hide them- 
sel\cs''in a cave and Avhcii his pursuers came to its 
mouth, a pigeon flew^ out and when they entered the 
cave they met a .spjders web across it vSo they 
returned and “Mahomed’s life was saved. Soon after 
^fahomed and his friend.s fled to I^Iedina. This was 
on Frfda}' the twentieth June 622, called the Flight 
or Hejira and the Afahomedan era commences from 
this date. At Medina he had a large number of 
discij)lcs and with their aid he attacked the caravans 
of the Meccans thirty-eight times and fought twentj*- 
.seven pitched battles with them, the principal ones 
being at Bedcr in A.H. 2 in which he won v.'ith a 
handful of men against heav3' odds mustered b}' the 
Meccans, in which God is said to have assisted him 
with 3000 angels, and the other was the battle of Ohod 
fought next vcar against the Zvieccans, but he lost it 
Ultimateh^- he captured iMecca in AH. S and died on 
8th June, 632, leaving nine widows, of whom A^'esha, 
the daughter of Abu Beer, was his favourite \rife. 
He was succeeded In’ Abu Beer. He left no direction 
either in the Koran or b\' word of mouth regarding 
his succession, and so the fight for the throne and 
leadership has been going on since the time of 
Olhinan who succeed Omar who succeeded Abu 
Beer. He conquered the whole of Arabia and it 
became Ivlahomedan, except that one ^losleima main- 
tained tlic old religion in a comer of Arabia. As to 
what the Arabs, called Saracens, did, I refer the 
reader of Gibbon’s H/s/o/y of the Decline and Fall of 
ihe Fomon Em fire and to Ockley’s Hisfoiy ojihe Sara- 
cens. yh- Bradlaugh in his work. Religion, Whai and 
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JF/h’, p. 08, published in 187(>, gives u coiiiparadvc 


statement of the followers of the 

principal* refigions 

of the world, in which Moslems 

conic third. The 

figures are as follows : — 

• 

Buddhist 

•!05,G00,C)00 

Christians ... * 

89'.), 200, 000 

Mahomedans 

20l.,200,000 

Brahminisls 

1 74., 200,000 

Nondescript Heathens 

1 1 1,000.^»00 

Jews 

5,af^l'.000 

Total about 

1,800,000,000 


So that the proportion of Moslems is as 2 to 1 IJ or 
iicarl}^ 15 per cent of the total population of the 
world. I do not think it necessary to say more about 
the events of Mahomed life. 1 have however men- 
tioned some in the body of the book. Nor do I wish 
to'sa}' an3'thing about the 78 sects into whiph the 
Moslems are divided according to Sii/c, who wrote 
inl78<i<, and since that time other sects have grown 
up, such as the revival of the sect of ^lotazilites who 
denj- that the Koran is co-eternal with God, the sect 
of purists called Wahabis which originated in the 
eighteenth ccntuiy in Ncjd and the follower of Bahaia 
in the Punjab. If every man were to write down all 
his views about religion it would be found, I suspect, 
that there are as many seels as there are men. vSo 
I shall confine nyself to the sayings of Afahomed in 
the Koran. 

2. The principal religious books of the Hindus 
are man\'. The Jews have the Old Testament and 
some other apocryphal books. The Christians^ follow 
the Old Testament, the New Testament and the 
writings of the Fathers. In all the principal books 
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of tli&e three religions various forgeries have been 
coinnlitteel. For instance, the Punis/ia Sukfa of the 
Rig- T Wa (X 90) has been tampered with, the Pcnfa- 
Uitch Aps never wvitten b 3 * the so-called 2^Ioses but is 
a much later forgeiy, the critics of the Tcsiamcni 

haA*e discovered forgeries in all the gospels and most 
of the epistles. F urther, as the books AA'ere written 
b}* several writers, there are divergent Anews on raanv 
subjects. Mahomed’s Koran is the A\*ork of one man, 
and it Avaji edited AA-ithin two vears after his death 
and re-edited AA-ithin ten v-ears. So there has been 
no opportunitA- for ain* forgeiy or pious fraud in the 
Koran which distinguishes it from almost all other 
important religious AA-orks of ancient times. 

3. IMahomed was an illiterate man, as he him- 
self declares in the Koran CJi. 7 v. 156 and his 
amanuensis wrote from his dictation. Practicalh’ his 
Koran was the first good composition in Arabic^ 
Arabic Avritten literature being then in its infanc 3 '. 
The Koran is the best book in the language in 
point of diction and literar 3 ’^ stjde, and IMahomed 
was perfecth’ justified in challenging his contem- 
poraries to produce a similar composition, Ch. 7 v. 
90, Ch. 10 V. 39. It is exceedingh’- strange tliat this 
illiterate person should. haA-e composed tlie best book 
in the language. This is adA'anced as an argument 
in proof of its dmne origin. The Koran was Avritten 
on palm leaA-es, mutton bones and other strange Airi- 
ting materials, and AA-hen a chapter was finished it was 
kept in a wooden chest promiscuousl3’^ Ai-ith other 
chapters, and it is therefore A'er 3 ’ difficult to make an 3 * 
chronological arrangement of the chapters. Further 
the same chapter contains matters of diA^erse kinds, 
*^totally unconnected Avith each other, and sometimes 
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the same ehapter contains vevses written at "^lecca 
and also at Medina, such as the second chapter,* w7ii eh 
is the longest chapter, which Sale sa 3 ’s was revealed 
at Mecca and Medina, hut Rodwcll sa 3 ’s it was re- 
vealed at Medina. The places where chapter 07 and 
1]2 were revealed are in dispute. The first five verses 
of chapter OiJ arc said to have been first revealed, and 
then Mahomed kept (piict for three 3 ’cars. 

•K The original Koran is said to have j)ccn on 
the preserved table from cternitv, C//. 56 V6, Ch. 

S5 r<. 22, and Gabriel brought down some verses from 
it as occasion recpiircd C//. 17 ?». Ql, and taught them 
to Malnmicd, who dictated them to his amanuensis. 
Manv vcr.scs were revealed on special occasions as 
they were needed, C/i. 17 ?». 107. The commentators 
sav that according to the doctrine of predestination, 
C/i. 17 vs. 1-1 ~15, the occasions which called forth these 
\K:rses were predetermined 1)3' God from all ctcrnit 3 >' 
and so there is nothing cxtraordinar 3 ' in it. Tlie 
revelation according to A1 Gazali was xva/ii or in.spira- 
tion of prophets’ or verbal inspiration b 3 ' angels. Gab- 
riel brought down some verses to Mahomed, C/i. 20 v. 
112, and he dictated them to liis amanuensis. But no 
exi)lanation can be given as to wh 3 ' the events are 
described in the past tense. The Koran existed before 
the world was, and so all events should have been 
stated in the future tense. This was the objection of 
the Mutazilas, a sect of rationalists. Their other ob- 
jection was that the Koran being eternal will last for 
cternit 3 ', even after the Da 3 f of Judgment and its 
commands and prohibitions will be binding. Wine 
is prohibited but there are rivers of wine in Paradise. 
Will the believers be able to drink it ? These Muta- 
zilas were favoured by Caliph A1 Mamun, circa 'SlS, 
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tlie soil of tlie celebrated Haroun A1 Rashid, v.-ho 
decfartd as heretics all believers in the etemitj* of the 
Koran, and man}* were put to death for holding this 
doctrine. But aften\-ards the tide turned and the 
Mutazilas were put to death and orthodoxy prevailed, 
though it is diffiailt te reconcile the co-existence of 
two eternals. 

0. The first revelation came to Alahomed when he 
was in ^is fortieth 3'ear, and it consists of the first five 
verses of the ninet3*-sixth chapter. He told Avesha 
as to how revelations came to him. The first ones 
were in dreams. On da3- Gabriel came to . him and 
told him to read and he said he was not a reader. 
After three requests to read, and three refusals, Gabriel 
uttered the first five verses of the ninetA'-sixth chapter. 
After this hlahomed kept quiet for three 3'ears, as 
did Paul after his conversion and then revelations 
followed. The3* came sometimes like the noise of ti 
bell and sometimes the angel would come like a man 
and converse with him- Gabriel paid him 2 - 1,000 
Ausits, and the chapters Avere mosth* delivered in par- 
cels as occasion arose. After the chapters Avere Avrit- 
ten doAvn on mutton bones, palm leaves, etc., from his 
mouth b3’’ his amanuensis, and published to his 
followers, the3’^ AA’ere put promiscuoush* in a chest. 

6. After Mahomed's death, his successor Abu Beer, 
at the suggestion of Omar, got all the chapters of 
the Koran to be collected. The task of editing the 
Koran Avas entrusted to Zeid, j\Iahomed's principal 
amanuensis, who made OA'er the manuscript to 
Hafeha, one of IMahomed’s widows. Ten 3-ears after 
i, e. in 644 , Caliph Othmau ordered Zeid to collect 
all the copies of- the Koran Avherever found, and a 
new edition was issued, and all the -copies of the old 



INTRODUCTION 


■/ 

edition were burnt. Zoid did not follow an}^ oJirono- 
lot>ical arrangement in liis Koran. He numbered 
the eliaptcif; at random, the longest ones being placed 
at the beginning, and the l\Icccan and ^ledina suras 
M’crc all mixed up. All copies ,of the Koran in the 
original Arabic and all translation.s have followed 
ihi.s arrangement. Rodwcll was the first to make 
an attcm])l lo arrange them in a chronologic.al order 
which is a vorv difficult task. vSale’s traw.slation, 
published in iTo l-, followed the old ai-rangcmcnt and 
the vcr.<cs not were numbered. But Rodw'cll has also 
numbered them as in the .Vrabic Koran, and I have 
therefore followed Rodwcll’s translation, but the chap- 
ter.s have been numbered as in the original Arabic text. 
Out of the 11 chapters (.suras’) of the Koran, Rod- 
well place.s I'o in tlic Meccan list and tlic rest in the 
Medina li.si. 

7. 'J'he first .sura, called I'alihat, is an in\'*ocation 
of God and Ills iiraise. The chapter is highl}^ spo- 
ken of and is esteemed as the quintessence of the 
Koran. It is termed “the opening of the Book,” 
”the completion," “the sufficing vSura," the “Sura of 
])raisc, thanks and ])raycr," “the Healer,” “the reined}-,” 
“the Basis,” “the 'rreasure,” ‘The mother of the Book,” 
“the seven verses of repetition.” Including the formula, 
there arc the same number of petitions in this sura 
as in the Lord’s Pra^-cr. It is recited several times 
in each of the five daily pra 3 ’crs and on many other 
occasions, a.s in concluding a bai'gain, etc. The ivord 
Amceu is used always after this pra 3 'cr, such being 
the instructions of Gabriel. The big chapters are 
full of divcr.se mattcr.s, most incohcrcntl}- placed to- 
gether, so that there is no methodical arrangenienU 
in the big suras, and the text is almost an unreal- 


8 


SlAHOMEDAXISil 


able and inco’ngrous pateb-work ; “une assemblage,*’ 
sa 3 ’s M. Kasimirski in bis Preface, “informe et incohe- 
rent de precepts moraux, religieux, civils et politiques, 
mdes exhortations, de promesses, et de menances.” 
I do not blame ^laboijtied for this. The whole thing 
was due to his illiteracy* and to Zeid’s incompetence 
as an editor. But I find one great defect in the com- 
position of the Koran. There are many* repetitions 
of the same matter in it. Heavenly* joy*s and hell fire 

r _ 

are mentioned in hundreds of places. That IMahomed 
is an unlettered prophet is repeated in almost adjoin- 
ing verses, such as CJu 7 vs. 156^ 15S. There are 
many* such repetitions. Furtlier there is no logical 
arrangement of the subjects. Why* should God have 
composed such a badly arranged book? We cannot 
blame Zeid only* for this defect Gibbon sa 5 *s that in 
the Koran there is "an endless incoherent rhapsodj* pf 
fable, and precept, and declamation, which seldom 
excites a sentiment or an idea, yvhich sometimes 
crawls in the dust, and is sometimes lost in the clouds. 
The divine attributes exalt the fancy of the Arabian 
missionary-; but his loftiest strains must yield to the 
sublime simplidty of the book of Job, composed in 
a remote age, in the same country*, and in the same 
language. If the composition of the Koran exceed 
the faculties of a man, to yvhat superior ‘intelligence 
should yve asaibe the Iliad of Homer, or the Philip- 
pics of Demostlienes ?” Gibbon, CIi. 50, Vol- 9, 
fp. 265-6. 

S. There are at present seven principal editions 
of die Koran, two published at Jkledina, the third at 
hlecca,'the fourth at Cufa, the fifth at Basra, the sixth 
in Sy-ria and the seventli is the common or vulgar 
edition. The first ]SIedina edition contains 6000. 
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verses, tlic second and fiftli C2M', the third 6219, the 
fourth 6236, the sixth 6220 and the last 6220’. *But 
tlic}’ . arc all said to contain the same nuiiih'er of 
words, viz:, 77,630 and the same number 6f^ letters, 
vh.^ 323,015, for the ^lahomedans have in this also 
imitated the Jews and thc3' ha\^ snperstitiouslj^ nuiii- 
bered the vciy words and letters of their law ; na}^, 
thc}^ have taken pains to compute the number 
of times each particular letter of the alphabet is con- 
tained in the Koran. • * 

• * 

9. Everj* chajjtcr of the Koran except the ninth 
is headed" In- the words "Bismulla Rahamanur- 
Rahim,’' in the name of the most merciful God. All 
Mahomedans head their letters or aii}’^ writing of 
importance with these words, as all devout Bengali 
Hindus put at the top of their letters the words “Sree 
Srec Kali Saha}'” or “Srcc vSree Durga Saha}'”, i. e. 
let Kali or Durga assist the writer. This formula of 
Mahomed is of Jewish origin, first taught the Koreish 
by Omayah of Taief, a little older than Mahomed, 
Avho had learnt this formula in Syria. 

1 0. The Meccan suras (chapters) were m-itten to 
persuade the Meccans to accept his religion, the style 
is more poetic and the spirit is one of submission, but 
those wi*ittcii after his flight to Medina in 622 and 
the ojjcn declaration of war with his kinsmen are of 
a different kind. They are more or less menacing 
and after the battle of Beder in 02-1-, in which he 
succeeded with a handful of men to rout a large 
army of the LIcccans, he assumed a dictatorial tone, 
and began to legislate for his followers. The Meccan 
suras speak of God only, but the Medina suras 
speak of “God and his Apostle”, and, instead • of 
the expression “obey God.”, -we find, almost- always, 
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tlie eipression “ obey God and his .Apostle” and 
gifts tOt God and liis Apostle “ God’s pleasure 
and his Apostle’s ”, and epithets formerly applied to 
God only are now applied to the Apostle, C//. 9 v. 
129j and one-fifth of the booty is the share of “ God 
and the Apostle,” Ch. 8 v. 42. This shows that 
Jiis liead was turned by his victory at Beder. The 
Meccan suras were written in beautiful verse but the 
Medina ones, with some exceptions, are in prose. 
The fact iq tliat Mahomed was at first only a prea- 
cher of his religion and had no cause of quarrel or 
enmity with his people. But perseaition and two 
attempts on his life embittered his soul and he began 
to fulminate all sorts of curses on the unbelievers. 
Kven in his early da 3 *s at Medina he was very con- 
ciliatory. He said “ let there be no compulsion in 
religion ”, C//. 2 v. 257. Sale says that this chapter 
was revealed partly in Mecca and partly in Medina*, 
but Rodwell sa 3 'S that it was revealed at Medina. So 
if Sale is right this must have been a Meccan verse. 
Could there be anything nobler than what Mahomed 
said in an earty IMeccan sura ; “Good and evil are 
not to be treated as the same thing. Turn awa 3 - 
evil by what is better, and lo, he, between whom 
and th 3 fself was enmit 3 ^ shall be as though he were 
a warm friend. But none attain to this save men 
steadfast in jjatience and none attain to it except the 
most highly favoured. And if an enticement, from 
Satan entice thee, then take refuge in God, for He 
is the Hearing, the Knowing ”, Ch. 41 ■v. 94-36 y 
and in another Meccan sura he says, “ He who for- 
giveth and is reconciled unto his ciiemy shall be: 
rewarded by. God, for he loveth not the unjust doers,” 
Ch: 42 V, 38. But after his flight he became embittered. 

V • ■ 
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ill his feelings atcaiiisl the idolatrous Meccans^ his 
persecutors, and lie bcijan to fiiliiiiiiatc scverartli rents 
oi eternal licll for lliciii. and after liis victory at 
IJedcr over the Meccans in A. II. 2 he Ivegan to 
legislate for his followers. He went so far as to .say 
to the hedievers. " form no idiiinacies among others 
ilian yourselves. They will not to fail corrupt yon," Ch. 
'» ,*•. //•.', thus practically severing all connection 
with the idolaters. He also .said, ‘O heUevers, take not 
the Jews or Christians as friends.’ , Cli.:5 
He went to the e.'ctrcnic when he ‘said, “ lake not 
your fathers or yonr hrothers as friends if they love 
infidelity above faitii Ch, r>. 5.?. He orders 

the killing of the idolaters after the four sacred 
months arc over, " wherever ye shall find them, and 
seize them and besiege them and lay wait for them 
with ever}* kind of amhnsh but if they become 
cbiivcrLs "then let them go their wa}*. " Cl{. P S. 
In the .same chapter, rersr PP, Mahomed orders his 
followers to attack the idolaters in all months. This 
difference between the mild and persuasive nature 
of the Meccan suras and the stern nature of the 
Medina .suras is not difricull to observe. The earlier 
ones were in fine verse, the latter mostly in prose. 
The former arc concerned more with religion, 
the latter contain the edicts of Mahomed, 

promulgating the laws to be followed by the 
Mo.slcms. 

11. I have a great admiration for Mahomed 
for his iconoclastic views regarding idolatry. Almost 
in every chapter it is stated that God is one and 
not more. He even found fault with the jloctrme 
of the Trinity, and he calls the followers of ^ this 
doctrine infictclsi Ch, 4 n. 169 ^ Ch, 5 77, and 

• • 
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Mahomed was perfect!}* justified in sa 3 dng this, as 
God cannot be divided into three parts, . and the 
doctrine is unintelligible and was. so ..to the -first 
propagator, Athanasius. Vide Gibbon^ VoLB.. 'Ch. 
21 f>. 318 The., atheist sa 3 *s that there is no 

[]God but all. is Nature.* So the question of one' or 
more Gods does not arise in his case. .If a man 
believes in a God, then wh 3 r increase the number ? 
Is not one God enough ? The idols are said to be 
his visible representations. Is God visible ? Has 
anybod}*, excluding Abraham and Moses, seen him.? 
If he is infinite in power, wh}* should he require 
so many assistants and incarnations to assist- him 
in doing-his work ? Was His work at a standstill 
before: these idols were made by man ? Did an}*, idol-, 
assist God in his creation of the universe or '.in the. 
governing of it ? .It won’t do to say' that these idols 
existed from eternity or that the ; gods which, these 
idols represent so existed. Was not one God enough 
before creation? Hindus say that the Supreme 
Being Brahma created the lesser gods : Brahma, the 
creator, Vishnu, the presenter and Shiva, /the 
destro 3 ^er. Could not God have done His work, 
without their asistance ? Has God -taken rest after, 
creating the lesser gods, and who will then do all His 
work ? The God of the Jews took rest -after sbc days’.- 
hard work, but even the Jews do not say that .God 
has taken rest for ever, so that the question^ of the 
necessity, of ha\dng assistants to overlook His .work 
in his periods of rest does not arise, as God is infinite 

in -p.ower and omnipresent. . . ...... ^ - 

12. =Tn' India, idolatry is a.-necessity fpj-.the priests,, - 
as- their livelihood depends upon the worship, of the 
idbls,Vhich bririgs grist to. their mill,. . .So the-priests. 
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supjKirt idolalry :uul idolatry siipjioils tlic* iiri- 
c-ils in roluvn, Tho priests arc all Ijralniiins, all 
other classes heinjx prohihitotl from performing; any 
kind of religions ceremony withont the assistance of 
Hrahmins. 'I'lins cnslchood became inseparably con- 
nected with Hinduism. Abolish castehood. and the 
exelnsive privileges of the I’rahmins will vani.sh, 
and with it idolatry. *So long as castehood rcmain.s 
in India, idolatry cannot leave this country. This 
is neither the time nor the place to trace th‘e histor}' 
or the effect of castehtHul. So I do not wish to stiy 
more on this stthjecl. Ihit I repeat what I .said 
before, and say that I have the greatest admiration 
for Mahomed for his hatred of idolatry, though I 
do not ajiprove his method of abolishing it, nor the 
Christian method too, which was nearly .similar. I 
am for ahsolnle toleration. Hct every man follow 
any religion or do any act he like.s, provided he 
docs not interfere with the life or liberty of others, 
such as performing human sacrifice. Herein also 
I am a follower of Mahomed, for at an carl}' period 
of his mission, he had uttered these wise words, “ Let 
there be no compnlsion in religion,” C//. 2 z'. 257. 
It was after his flight, when he became c.\'a.speratcd 
against his kinsmen and the other citizens of Mecca, 
that he nllercd defiance to his enemies and ordered 
their killing. I believe the previously mentioned 
verses about the killing of infidels and idolaters 
related to .sjjccial occasions and to particular idola- 
ters who were his enemies and do not apply to all 
idolaters then living or subsequently born. In fact 
such is the opinion of the vSunnis, who forpi the 
largc.st majority of ^lah'omedans, and which opinion ^ 
is now followed by all hlahomcdans in their 
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relatron to idolaters, wdidin tlie3* do not kill at 
sight* • ■ 

• 13 . It is a pit}^ that such a good and' truth-seeking 
man like Mahomed- had his soul embittered b}- his 
persecutors, who twice attempted to seize him and 
put him to death. 'Among the great religious re- 
formers of the world, Buddha was the only man who 
was not persecuted hy his opponents the Brahmins, 
who followed the religion of the \''’edas, whereas 
Buddha 'preached a religion opposed to the Vedas, 
and he abolished the social order of castehood. 
Socrates and Jesus were capitall3- .punished for 
their heterodox3', and ^lahomed narrowh* escaped 
such a death, but no attempt was ever made upon 
Buddha’s life and he died a natural death when 
he was eighty 3»ears old. This shows the . mild 
nature of the Hindu. He never killed an}!^ religi- 
ous teacher, never had an3i’ Inquisition, never buiht 
any heretic at the stake. He never made converts, 
so the question of conversion b3’^ force never arose. 
But the Buddhists were the first missionaries of 
a religion, and it is a remarkable fact in the histor3* 
of the world that the Buddhists never sought, to 
convert an3’’ one b3’- force, whereas Christians and 
Mahomedans have sought to convert people by force. 
In the case of Mahomedans I can understand their 
action, for the Koran itself orders forcible con version, . 
or pa3mient of tribute, C/t. 9. v. 29, but what has the 
Christian to justify the forcible conversion of 

heretics ? ' 

14 . The Koran is the basis of Mahomedanism. 
The wprd Koran means ‘reading.’ But besides the 
Koran, the 'Mahomedans believe in the traditional 
sayings iof -Mahomed: (hadis) ivhich were- gathered 
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togcllicr and published in six books more tlijin Iwo 
iiundred years after Mahomed’s death. Tlie Sunni 
sect places great reliance upon them, though their 
authenticity is doubtful. The Shiahs believe fti five 
other books, publislied at a later period. The most 
famous book on the Sonna i.s that of A1 Bochari, 
Gihbjn. J o/- 9, Ch. SO. />. 266. Besides these I 10 I 3 ' 
books, there is the Clironiclc of AI Tabari written 
about which i.<, next to tlie Koran, the ^irinci- 

pal .‘Source of Mahomcdanisni and upon 'this Chronicle 
all mediaeval chronicle.s, Mahomedan, Jewish or 
Christian, are based, Jo/nisou, Rise of Chnslcudom. /. 
Ido. Johnson goes so far as to say that “if in a broad 
illustrative sense, there are three branches of Christen- 
dom, Islam, Judaism and Calholici.sm, then Islam is 
the eldest. Arabia i.s the common mother of the great 
mediaeval tradition. The order of the three da^’s 
of* worshij). h‘rida\-, Saturdav, Sunday, represents 
the chronological relation of tlie three .systems 

.1 The Koran records many events narrated in 
the Bible and some apociyphal gospels and the 
Talmud, but sometimes the facts are niistakcnl 3 ' stated. 
I'or instance Marv, the mother of Jesus, is said to have 
been the daughter of Imran. C/t. 10 v- 20, Ch. 66 v. 12. 
This Imran is the Arabic for .Aaron, the brother of 
Moses, whose sister was Miriam, not X’irgin ^laiy. 
The fact is that Mahomed being illiterate could not 
read the Bible, and the Bible and the Apociyphal 
gospels were not tran.slated into Arabic before 
nOO A. D. He had therefore to memorise the stories 
in the Bible and so he committed this and other 
mistakes. Another instance of his bad inemoiy is 
that in chapter seven he sa 3 \s that six prophets, Noah, ^ 
Hud, Saleh, Lot, Shoaib and Closes lived before. 
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Mm, ;«teeas: in chapters .eleven .and thirty-seven lie 
adds the ‘.'name of Ibrahim (Abraham) before;. Lot. 
He . took many stories from the Bible, and he quoted 
from it only once, Ch,21v,5, quoting the words 
of Psalm, Cfi* 3/ 29- , Mahomed also took mahv 

ideas from the Bbionites, a Jewish sect, who prac- 
tised circumcision, were opposed to ' celibac}-, forbade 
turning to the sunrise, declared Jerusalem as their 
kebla,«and enjoined washings and allowed oaths b3' 
clouds, etc., and he took from the Persians the ideas 
of resurrection, the final judgment of mankind, and 
their passing over the edge of a sharp sword, hell 
and paradise. The idea of Satan is also of Persian 
origin. He did not take these ideas. directI}* from 
the Persians, but the}' originall}' came from a Persian 
source, and we find Jesus also embodjdng them in 
his religion. 

16. Christiansareverysevere upon Mahomed. They 
call him an impostor, just as his contemopraries called 
him one, Ch. 3 v. 181, Ch, 25 v. 5-6, and his defence 
was that previous apostles have also been called bars, 
Ch. 23 i'. 46-50, though thej' came with clear, 'proofs 
of their mission, Ch. 3 v-lSl. The fact is that he had . 
epilepsy from his infancy, and many verses he uttered 
when he was in a fit or just after the fit was over, and 
his followers believed that he was inspired when he 
uttered the verses. As to Gabriel giving him portions 
of the book as occasion required, Ch. 17 v. 107, it is 
very probable that hlahomed believed that he got 
them, from a superhuman source, and as Gabriel was 
the principal angel and the chief messenger of God, 
he naturally .thought that it was Gabriel who gave 
• him the inspiration. Mahomed believed in angels 
and all l^Iahomcdans believe in their existence. That 
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docs not prove that tlicy c.Kist. All Christians Ijclicvc 
in their cNislence. Luther saw them in the sixteenth 
centmy and Milton in the seventeenth centiiiy bases 
the best epic in the I*'n.e[lish language upon thc^ belief 
in their existence. ICvcn as late as the nineteenth 
centuiy, .Mfred Russel Wallace, who .shares with 
Darwin the diseovciy of what is now called Darwin- 
ism. believed in their exi.stenec, and he bases his 
thcoiy of the truth of miracles upon the existence of 
supernatural being.-:, vide his Jffinir/rs ami Modern 
/>. 207. 'I'licse beings must be angels. 
However what's in a name ? It appears that formcrl}^ 
all ])cople believed in the existence of angels or 
supernatural beings. I'rom the savage down to the 
mo.st civili/.ed man, this belief was general. Modern 
Chri.slians have almo.st given uj) this belief, 
and I believe modern educated Mahomedans arc 
aVso of the same opinion, but many highl}’’ edu- 
cated Hindus still believe in their c-Nfstcncc. 
.So Mahomed, who lived L'l'K) years ago, is not 
to be blamed for this belief. We in the twentieth 
century have ceased to believe in angels, ghosts 
and witches, but eveiybody knows that this dis- 
belief is very recent. The contemporaries of 
.Shakespeare believed in them; angel.s, ghosts and 
witches arc his characters, and the trial of 
witches ceased in ChrLstian and eivili^ccd England 
in the eighteenth centuiy, vide, CampbeU's Lives of 
t/ie. Chief Jmfices, J W. 3 f. 3. Therefore it is not 
proper to blame Mahomed. He may be wrong in 
his belief, and many of us believe he was wrong, but 
his justification was the belief of his contemporaries, 
which should be the sole standard in these matters. 
We arc not iuslified in calling our fathers fools. Arc*' 
c 
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we iioft fools dui’selves and have not our sons an equal 
riglit to call us fools, as we call our fathers fools ? If 
Christians call Mahomed an impostor, have not 
hlahomedans an equal right to apply the same epi- 
thet to Christ ? Mahomed said he got his revelations 
not directl}’- from God fbut through Gabriel and that 
lie was a mere man and an apostle, C//. 3 v. 138, 
Ch. 5 V. 65, CL 18 v, llO, Ch. 30 v. 38, CL 7 v. 
158, CL 17 V. 9')-6, but Jesus has been made to sa}’’ 
that “life xml}" knows the Father.” 11 Mat 27, “he 
came to save,”'i5 Mat. 11, “I am from above, 3’'e are 
from beneath,” 8 J. 23, “I and my Father are one” 
10 J. 30. This blasphemy enraged his hearers and 
they sought to stone him, and he said that he meant to 
saj? that he was the Son of God, v. 36, which every 
man, without any exception, is, and so there is nothing 
new in it. I do not admit the authenticity of the 
gospel of John. Renan has shown that it is apocry- 
phal and it was not mentioned bj’' any author before 
170A. D., Life 0 ) Christ pf. 11-13. If Renan is right 
then Jesus never uttered these words. A non-believer 
may call religious reformers like Buddha, Christ and 
Mahomed impostors. But we should be charitable 
and the best thing to do so is to say that the}'’ be- 
lieved but falsel}^ believed in their mission from 
God and gave utterances to things which thej^ believ- 
ed to be true. Therefore I deprecate the statement 
of Christian missionaries that ]\Iahomed was an 
impostor, hlahomed never called Jesus an impostor, 
he called him an apostle, Ch. 4 v. 169, Ch. 5 v. 79, 
a servant of God., Ch. 43 v. 59. If Mahomed could 
be so charitable to Christ, why should Christ’s fol- 
lowers^be uncharitable to Mahomed, and call him an 
‘imfiostdr ? The contemporaries of ^Mahomed called 
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him ail iniposldr ( 7'. 2S rs. bui Jiis reply Vas 
that all fonncr ajioslles have been called iinjinstors, 
O/, 22 -tO. Mahoiiictl curses those who brought 
the charge of iiupnslure against him. and he ’repeats 
ten limes the words “W'oe on tjiat day to those who 
charged with iinpnslnie". (^i. 77. Mahomed in other 
jdaees mentions the fact that this charge was brought 
against him. i'j;. JS C//. 16 v. it'b'and in C/i. 

22 .W he savs that Moses and Aaron were called 
imjiostors. ami all jirevions apostles wtre called liars, 
(7:. 22 r. 76 (7;. r, ISl. 

3 7. Mnliomed nas treated and respected like a 
king and he snbdned the whole of Arabia except a 
small fraction of it and imposed his religion on his 
kingdom. His successors concinered within a hundred 
rears after his death all the countries in Asia to the 


wc-st of India, north .\frica and Spain, nibbon .says 
that his successor .\bn Hecr look a stipend efi three 
pieces of gold and the maintenance of a camel and 
a slave. He left at his death a coarse garment and 


five pieces of gold. The next Caliph, who was master 
of Persia. Asia .Minor, Syria and Kgypt, lived like 
Mahomed upon barley bread and dates and liis drink 
was water ; he jncached in a gown that was torn or 
tattered in twelve ])lacc.s and a Persian satrap found 
him one d.ay slecj)ing among the beggars on the .steps 
of the mosque of Medina. lie left only nine pieces 
of gold, as Oeklv sav.<?. Mahomed’s fourth snccc.ssor, 
the Caliph Ali, the .son of his uncle and guardian, 
also hated pomp and vanity. He went to the mosque 
clad in a thin cotton gown, a coarse turban on his 
head, his .slippers in one hand, and his bow ‘in the 
other. There is an extraordinary story related of* this 
Ali which shows how very conscientious he was, and 
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never regarded the State as himself like Louis XIV. 
One evening a friend of his went to see him on a 
private matter and Ali was doing state business with 
a Secrdtar3^ Wlitn the business was over he asked 
his friend the reason of his coming. The friend said 
he had come on his private business. Ali immediate- 

extinguished the lamp and ordered his servant to 
bring his own lamp. On enquiry by his friend he 
repliedf that he was doing state business and was 
burning state cril, but now he must buni his own oil 
as it was not state business but business of a private 
character. Has any Christian monarch shown an}’’ 
such conscientious scruple ? Christian kings, till 
the other day, have exclaimed I’etat, c’est moi. I ha\’e 
already said what respect was shown to Mahomed by 
his followers. Now what respect was shewn to Christ 
by his apostles and other followers ? In what Chris- 
tian country can we find a succession of four kings 
equally meek and humble like the four successors of 
Mahomed ? Christ never converted his countiy and 
his countr^^men everywhere disown him. The 
Koran is the work .of one man. The Gospels were 
written by many people at different times and addi- 
tions and embellishments have been going on since 
Christ’s death till the end of the thirteenth century, as 
is amplj" proved by Mr. Edwin Johnson in his /^ise 
of Christendom^ so that we have not the Christ of 
history but all is fable. 

18. That Mahomed was a great man nobody can 
deny. In the first place, as already obser\'ed, his book 
is still the best book in the language, and he was an 
illiterate man, Ch. 7 v. 156. He was so highly res- 
pected by his contemporaries that they caught the 
washings of his mouth and licked his spittle and 
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preserved his hair as mementos. Sale’s Prclimiuq^ry 
Discourse^ p. Il- No other religious reformer was 
ever shown sueh high respect. Before his death all 
Arabia had abandoned idolatiy, except some followers 
of ^loslcinia in Hodeida. Within a century after 
his death his followers, called Saracens, conquered 
Persia, Asia Minor, Palestine, Eg 3 q)t and the rest of 
North Africa, and Spain, and fought with the French 
the battle of Tours in 732. In the next century the 3 ’' 
conquered all the countries between Persia’ and the 
Punjab. Thev spread their religion in these countries 
and thc 3 ' are still Mahomedan countries, excepting 
Spain from which lhc 3 ^ were driven in 1492, and 
Scinde, where Hindus and Sikhs form an important 
minoritv. Sale sa 3 's that this religion was propagated 
ly the sword, Prcl. Dis. See. 2, p. SS. j\Iost probabl 3 »- 
it wa.s, as : the Koran said in Ch. 9 r'. 3 “when the 
sacred months arc passed, kill those who join other 
gods with God whenever 3*0 shall find them ; and 
seize them, and besiege them and la 3 ^ in Wviit for them 
with evcr 3 ' kind of ambush ; but if the 3 ^ shall convert, 
and observe pra 3 ’cr, and pa 3 ’ the obligatory alms, then 
let them go their wa 3 ’, for God is Gracious, Merciful.” 
In CIi. 2 V. 186-189 Mahomed orders the killing of 
infidels till “the onl 3 ’ worship be that of God.” In 
CIi. 47 V. 4-5 he sa 3 's “when 3 ^e encounter the infidels, 
strike off their heads till 3 -e have made a great slaugh- 
ter among them, and of the rest make fast the fetters. 
And after this let there either be free dismissals or 
ransomings, till the war hath laid down its burden. 
Thus do.” Sale, in a note upon these verses, sa 3 ^s 
that the Hanifites judge this law to be abrogated, or 
to relate to the war of Beder. But the Persians ^n<i 
some others hold this command to be still in full force. 
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foli) according- to them, all adults taken in battle must 
either einbrace Islam or be put to death. . • • • ' 

' 19. But have not Christians also propagated their 

religicTii b}^ force? At first they had humble begin- 
nings. Gibbon sa 3 ^s tliat till the conversion of Con- 
stantine in 305 A. D. the Christians formed onl}?’ one 
fifth of the population of the Roman empire. But with- 
in less than a century his conversion the whole 
Roman empire became Christian, and their examjfie 
\vas followed ' by the neighbouring barbarians, so 
that b}'" the 3 ^ear -l>00 most of them became Christians. 
Why this previous slow progress during the first three 
centuries and such rapid progress during the fourth ? 
Did not Constantine put any pressure and did not 
he hold out promise of reward to the converts and 
create 1800 bishops in the empire with ah income 
of 6000 pounds sterling each and did not Theod 9 - 
sius destroy all the pagan temples, and both have 
been surnamed Great among all the emperors of 
Rome ? Did not Gregory the Illuminator, in the 
beginning of the fourth centuiy, destroy all pagan 
temples in Armenia, including some Hindu temples 
erected by some fugitive Hindu princes, and kill the 
Hindu priests? Charlemagne’s conversion of the 
Saxons was not by preaching. What was the Inqui- 
sition ? It forced many Spanish Moors to embrace 
Christianity or to leave the country. Such was 
also the fate of the Spanish Jews. It is not my par.- 
pose to abuse Mahoiiiedans or Christians. They are 
my brethren just as Budhists and Hindus, my rela- 
tions, are. The object of the Mahomedans was to 
banish "idolatry as Mahomed had ordered. But what^ 
was the object of the Inquisition ? It was - principally 

to supres& heresy -on -schism among the Ghristiahs,-- 
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and what authority did Christ give for this sifppres- 
siou ? ■ • » 

20. Regarding persceution of heretics I have said 
enougli in my work on Christianit}^, pjD. 1 57-159. The 
Christians were the first offenders in this respect, 
thougli Christ never uttered such a cruel doctrine. I 
would now only refer-the reader upon this point parti- 
cularh’^ to Motle 3 '’s /^/sc of fhe Dutch Republic where- 
in he will find among other humane (!) edicts of 
the Inquisition one most remarkable for its l:ruelt 3 \ 
In fact it surpasses all known edicts *for its cruelt 3 \ 
“The Inquisition assisted Philip to place the heads 
of all his Nethcrland subjects upon a single neck 
for the same fell purpose. Upon the Kith Februaiy 
1 568, a sentence of the Hoh- Office condemned all 
the inhabitants of the Netherlands to death as here- 
tics. From this universal doom onh* a few persons, 
especialh' named, were excepted. A proclamation of 
the King, dated ten da}’s later confirmed this decree 
of the Inquisition, and ordered it to be carried into 
instant execution, without regard to age, sex, or con- 
dition. This is probabl 3 ’ the most concise death- 
warrant that was ever framed. Three millions of 
people, men, women, and cliildren, were sentenced 
to the scaffold in three lines.” p. 364- 

21. The Hindus, on the other hand, never thought 
of extending their religion. Tlie 3 ’’ never sent an 3 '’ mis- 
sionarv to anv part of the world, with or without 
the sword, and so the question of forcible conversion 
docs not arise in their case. The Budhist religion 
was tlie first missionaiy religion, and its most famous 
follower, the emperor Asoka, sent missionaries eveiy- 
where. His edicts show that he sent missions to the 
territories of five Greek kings, and to other countries? 
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He s^nt his son and daughter to Ce\-lon as missiona- 
ri^. «Did the Bndhist missionaries earn* sword or 
peace with them? In this respect the proverbial 
mild Hindu is the best specimen of humanih-. I 
call the Bndhists Hindus, as Budhism originated in 
India and is an oSshcot of ancient Hinduism. The 
high-caste Hindus have practicall}- abolished sacrihee 
and Bndhists are prohibited from taking life. Have 
the followers of am- religion outside India a similar 
regard‘'for life ? I believe not M\- readers will kind- 
h* not assume*that I prefer Hinduism to Christiania* 
or iSIahomedauism. I do not believe in any of tbc 
essential doctrines of Hinduism or rather Brahmi- 
nism. I am dead against idolatrv and here I regard 
I^Iahomed as m3- best guru (masterX as he was the 
greatest iconoclast the world has ever produced. 
Although I do not follow tlie idolatrous faith of the 
Hindus, still I admire one thing among them. Pro- 
%*ided yo'ii do not attack the supremaej* of Brahmins, 
vou can bring ani* number of foreign colonists into 
India. The Nestorian Christians got a settlement in 
southern India in the earh* 3'ear5 of Christianiti*. In 
the ninth centurv* the Parsee fugitives from Persia 
were granted lands in western India to settle. Can 
Christians and Mahomedans show similar toleration ? 
On the other hand, after tiie conquest of Granada, 
the ]kIoslems, and witli tlieui the Jews, were driven 
out of Spain or fordbU* converted, so that all Spain 
mav he Christian and the same fate overtook the 
^klesicans and Perurians after the conquests of Cortez 
and Pizarro. As to the supremacy of the Brahmins 
being left inviolate, we Snd that the invaders of 
India from the north west and e%-en the Buddliists 
aa-ve been absorbed into the Hindu fold because 
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they have acknowlcdj^cd the .suprciiiac}* of Jhc 
IJrahniins and taken their place in one or ‘other of 
tlie three other subordinate castes. If Christians and 
Moslems do the same thin.u' then they also ivill be 
.admitted into Hinduism, .as the Hindu M.ahasnabha 
has recently done, lint as to Christians and Maho- 
nicdans there is «me insupemblc objection which 
must be tjol over. 'J'hoy must not take beef .as the 
cow is a v.oddess aecordin;,^ to modern Hindu^ ideas, 
though the \‘edic Hindus took bciif. As to the 
.supremacy of P.r.ahmins. my idea is that a Hindu 
c.an do any irreli;:ious act provided he worships and 
feeds the Pirahmins. 'riiey are the most intelligent 
people in the world .as tliey arc enjoying their snpre- 
inaco since years. This hereditary pric.sthood 

is not democratic .and will soon vanish. But do not 
the Sayeds, the descendants of Mahomed in the 
female line, still claim high prerogatives ? In Turkej' 
they wear green turbans to distingui.sh them 
from the other Mahomedans. The fact is that 
noboth* is willing to give up any privilege he has 
acc|uircd, no matter how. .And lhc.se vS.aycds get 
.stipends from the State, and arc tried by their own 
chief. 

22. As to the proi)agalion of religion b}’ force, 
we thus find that the people of India whether Hin- 
dus or Budhists never ])ut any one to death to spread 
their religion, nor forcibh’ converted au}^ one, where- 
as the .Arabs did use force for propagating their 
religion, but if a man agreed to pa}^ tribute, his life 
was spared. Thus the Koran ordered the Moslems 
to light against and kill the idolaters, Ch. 2 vs.,lS6-9. 
It docs nowhere order the killing of heretics, pegple^ 
of the same faith, but belonging to a different sect. 
v> 
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The Jevrs were ordered to kill idolatois 22 Ex, 20 , 
the i^Iahomedans were ordered likewise. But there 
is no order in the Bible or the Koran to kill here- 
tics. It remained for the followers of Christ who 
w’as one of the meekest of men, and who nowhere 
ordem the killing of 'an}- human being in anj- one 
of his numerous sayings, to fly at each other’s throat 
for mere differences of opinion in matters of dogma 
though professing the same faith. 

23. The ipioran, which means ‘reading’ is held 
in very high veneration by the ikfahomedans. No 
Mohamedans. will allow it to touch the floor. It 
is alwa3-s kept on a shelf or a table. Its laws 
are in force to-da3* among Mahomedans. But 
Hindus and Christians have changed their laws. 
The laws of Manu are not now in force in au}* 
part of India. The jSIitakshara instead has pres- 
cribed ^rules of inheritance for India outside Bengal 
where the Da3*abhaga prevails. Jesus laid down 
veiv few laws, and he said he had not come to des- 

w * 

trov the law, but to fulfil. 5 Mat. 17, and that “till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law tUl all be fulfilled” 5 Mat. 
IS. He made an exception in one case, about 
divorce and marriage of divorced persons. In 5 Mat. 
32 he prohibits divorce except for adulter3’, and the 
man who will marry her that is divorced commits adul- 
ter^', and in ip Jfat. 6, after sa3*ing that« husband and 
wife -are but one flesh, he sa5's “w*hat therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder,” thus 
absolutelv prohibiting divorce. But divorce has been 
prevalent in ever3’ Christian countr3'- In fact neither 
the Je\vish law nor the law prohibiting divorce and 
remarriage of divorced persons thus enunciated by 
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Jesus is prevalent in any countr}'’ professing the-. Chris- 
tian religion. The Bible is not treated with dfstinc- 
tion. It is not caUed Sharif (High) as the Koran is. 
It can be placed on the floor while the Koran: can- 
not be so placed. No doubt it will be said that 
Jesus is treated as God, whereat Mahomed is spoken 
of onl}^ as an apostle. But this adds more digniljr 
to hlahomed who hated idolatty. 

24. hlahomed sa 3 's in the Koran that it^ is in 
Arabic, the perspicuous language, b}’^ wjiicli Tie means 
that the original Koran l 3 dng on the preserved table 
is in that language, and he boasts of it, CJi. 4l. v. 
44^ Ch. 43 V. 2. Arabic characters were invented 
only a few 3 »ears before Mahomed by Moramer Ibn 
Morra, a native of Irak, and most of his countiymen 
could not write as the 3 ^ had no characters to write 
with. Of course this would not prevent the Koran 
frdm being written in heaven in Arabia though it 
had no written characters on earth. But would it 
not have better if the book had been written in Greek 
characters, as Greek was the most extensively used 
language in countries bordering on Arabic ? But 
it would have prevented Mahomed from understand- 
ing the Koran in a foreign language. In Mahomed’s 
time his countr 3 Tnen were illiterate, semi-civilized 
people. Further there is nothing in the boast that 
the original Koran is in Arabic. If it had been in 
Greek it would have been read by more people, 
and was the Koran intended only for the ignorant 
people of Arabia ? This ma 3 * lead one to think 
that the Koran was originally intended for his 
countr 3 ^men onl 3 ^, and but for the Saracen conquests 
would have been confined to Arabia. 

25. The Koran says that it has been 
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fioui cteriiify find lias Idccii lying on tlie preserved 
ta^)le, Ch> 43 vs. 21-2. This table is a very large .one, 
and eveiy action that takes place is recorded therein. 
Now this Koran is deficient in many respects. It does 
not mention an 3 >' event which Mahomed was not 
aware of. In fact it is* limited by the horizon of Maho- 
med’s knowledge, and we know from IMahomed’s own 
lips that he was an illiterate person, C/i. 7 v. 156. If 
so, the horizon of his knowledge, and therefore of the 
Koran, was vejiy limited. The Koran mentions the reli- 
gions of the Jews and the Christians and of no other 
people on earth, such as Hinduism and Budhism. 
If the Koran was created by God, or was co-existent 
with God, wh}' should it not mention many impor- 
tant events which took place outside Arabia before 
Mahomed’s time, and why should it be confined to 
events which had happened at or before the .time 

of Mahomed ? The Koran mentions no historical 

* 

event which is to take place in future except one, 
when in chapter 30 vs. 1-3 Mahomed sa 5 ^s that 
“the Greeks have been defeated in a land nearby, 
but after their defeat they shall defeat their foes in 
a few j^ears.” Rodwell, in a note to these verses says 
that the verses are written in such a way that they 
can be read in either sense. It is very difficult to 
explain this omission in the Koran, for we cannot 
admit God’s deficiency of knowledge of the past, nor 
his ignorance of the future. This puzzles me and 
leads me to believe that the Koran is not a divine 
book. No doubt Mahomed thought it to be divine 
but until I can get over this difficulty I cannot 
agree with him. I have tried my best to solve the 
difficulty caused .by these serious omissions, and com- 
missions, such as that • Mary, the mother of Jesus 
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w.-i*; iVa* ♦’*» 1‘iuv.m vA.won) GA u*'- :•. 't2. 

C’. Jii 2'K A l)i>oK whidi is co-ctj’rn.'tl •vill; 
(nv.i, nccordijii’: lo A1 G.-i/.ili, liur j^rcalcsl jiiiilosophcr 
a:no;u; ilic Ar.iU’^. snu'-l Ik- wllhom any blemish. 

L’*''. Mah.uau’d also daim' that the Koran is a rc- 
viakii h fxti.ii'.s from the <>ii,v:inni Koran iyinj: 
on t!U' j’:i ‘ srvL.l Table iiaviti}; been now and then 
bronyht irom heaven and ijivcn to Matnomed O’:. 
11 : . :>1. ( M. 0 i'K ('•: JO : O’:. O r*. SR 

Tlu- Koran i-- in .Arabie. Mahomed says r. -V, 

O’:. •/.? Ji that if the K'can iiad been written in r. 
fnreii’n tojjt^no they (the people) had surely .s.aid ‘'un- 
ies‘- its sipns be made dcar...wljat in a foreign toncjtic 
and the people Arabian ?’* The \‘cdas were written for 
ti;e Hindus or.ly, the t.lld Te.siamcnt was intended 
by God for the Jews only, two very exdusivc races. 
M’as the Koran written by God for the Arabian.s 
tutly ? .Arabic lanituaRe had ]>raciically no good 
cotnnosilions to l)oasl of. It w.as like the Hebrew, 
wliidi. beside.s the Hiblc could boast of practicalh* 
no liler.ature, as all its lay literature before Christ can 
be boujid in one volume. It is very difficult to under- 
slatid why the deity selected the two Schemetic 
languages for the Old Testament and the Koran. 
Tiiev were languages without vowel points which were 
subseoucnlly iti vented and what about their flexi- 
bility and cai>acit 3 ' for expressing His meaning ? 
The He brew and Arabic were not the two most an- 
cient l;jj)giiage.s, v/hereas Greek was far the most 
e/Vr)j;,ively used language outside Judea and Arabia, 
fljjd v/hidi language is “the most happ\* composition 
of human art,” Gibbon Oi. 5J, F<?/. 10, p. 154. 

95. But this book is so full of errors of omission 
and commission that I cannot believe that it ' came 
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from God througli the angel Gabriel, Further how 
did* G'dbriel reveal the book to Mahomed ? The 
Koran is silent on this matter. Did Gabriel furnish 
Mahomed now tlien vnth extracts from the original 
Koran hung on the preserved table ? If copies of 
extracts were brought* by Gabriel, were the copies 
brought by Gabriel copied on an}^ material, and if 
on what material, and wh}’’ were not those copies or 
those materials shown to others and preserved for 
posterity?* Further hlahomed was illiterate as he 
calls himself C//. 7 vs. 756^ 158. How could he read 
those copies ? Then it may be said that Gabriel 
recited to Mahomed the verses in the extracts lie 
had brought In that case it may have been that 
Mahomed forgot man)’- verses between the time when 
he met Gabriel and the time when they were put into 
writing by his amanuensis. Further how could 
hlahomed know that his visitor was Gabriel ? If he' 
used to meet Gabriel often, and it is said that 
the}’’ met 24,000 times, then why did not Mahomed 
ask Gabriel about mundane affairs ? These are veiy 
difficult questions to answer and I fail to answer 
them. Consequently I am of opinion that the Koran 
like the Vedas and the Bible is not a revealed book. 
If Mahomed, as stated by himself, got the revelations 
in true dreams, how could he remember even* saying 
of Gabriel as dreams often deceive men ? Further 
why were the verses “sent down piecemeal” {Cfi.17 
V. 107) which has made the book a jumble of 
heterogenous matters ? Lastly, how could ]\Iahoracd 
distinguish a true dream from a false one ? The 
fact is that all ancients believed in dreams. The 
Bible is* full of visions and dreams, and Mathew 
m*ent?ons five dreams in his first chapter concerning 
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the miraculous conception of Christ. We in Jihe 
twentieth centuiy have lost all faith in dreams and 
regard them as idle. 

28. ;Many nations alleged that their religious 
books were revealed bj* God. The Idiudus sa}’ that 
all Vedic writings were revealed. In fact the word 
Veda conics from the root vida. to hear, the verses 
having been originally heard by the Rishis. The 
earliest Veda is the Rig-Veda, the other threej Vedas 
mostly containing extracts from it. The third Veda 
has only “S original verses out of 1510, the rest 
being taken from the Rig Veda. There is very little 
of importance in a religious or moral sense in the 
Rie-Veda or the other three Vedas, the contents 
thereof being mostlj' praise of the gods and requests 
of favours from them, besides descriptions of rites and 
sacrifices. Next come the Branhamas which contain 
a*dry list of formulas and rites, and Max Mulkir saj^s 
that “the general character of the Brahmanas is 
marked by shallow and insipid grandiloquence, by 

priestl}' conceit and antiquarian pedantiy these 

works deserve to be studied as the ph 3 ’sician studies 
the twaddle of idiots, and the raving of madmen. The 3 * 
will disclose to thoughtful e 3 'es the ruins of faded 
grandeur, the memories of noble aspirations. But 
let us onl 3 ^ tr 3 ^ to translate these works into our 
own language, and we shall feel astonished that 
human language and human thought should ever 
have been used for such purposes.” (Ancient Sans- 
krit Literature^ pp. 389, 390.) The last portion of the 
Vedas is called Upanishads. The 3 '’ are really books 
on religion. The 3 ’' discuss the questions .of the 
nature and attributes of God, but some of them, 
are very recent such as Alla Upanishad. The Vedas 
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and Ujpanishads also tiy to describe creation, where- 
in they with their limited knowledge of science, went 
beyond their depth and ended by sajdng things 
which they did not understand, nor is any human 
being able to understand, being mostly figures of 
speech and allegories. 

29. Assuming that the Vedas were revealed, 
what do we find now ? There was no writing in 
those daj^, writing being invented much later, 
though long before the fourth century B. C., as 
Nearchus, the Admiral of Alexander the Great, Sci 3 'S 
that Indians used to write upon paper made from 
cotton. Even to-daj' there are people near m}* village 
who make paper ftom cotton. It is called hilaf /cagaz^ 
cotton paper. There being no writing in use the 
vedas were transmitted orally and so manj' differ- 
ent readings came into existence and the Brahmins 
took advantage of this state of things in forging 
several passages in the hol 3 ' text For instance, 
tlie 3 ’’ forged verse 12 of the famous Punisha Sukta, 
Rig Veda, X. 90, which is called the Charter of the 
Brahmins, In that verse it is said that Brlnnins 
were the mouth of Pumsha (God), the Kshatryas the 
arms, the Vaisyas the thigh, and the Sudras came 
out of his legs. In the next verse it is stated 
that Indra and Fire were created from the mouth 
of Purusha and in v. 14 it is stated that the land 
(earth) was created from his legs. So how could 
Brahmins be the mouth of God when from i t sprang 
Indra and Fire, and the Shudras and the earth 
came out of his legs. T cite only one instance of 
forgeoV The Mahabharat contained originally a 
hundred thousand couplets, but now it contains 
sbctccn Uiousand additional couplets and it is diffi- 
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cult to separate the forged verses from the genuine, 
the chafl from the wheat 

30. The Jews also claim that the Old Testa- 

ment is a revealed book and herein they havjs got 
the support of the Christians, the founder of whose 
religion was a Jew, and the * first propagators of 
whose religion were also Jews, so that the Gentiles, 
afterwards converted to Christianit}’', were bound to 
follow their original masters, and the early Christians 
had to base the necessit}’- of Christ’s .coming upon 
the nccessit}' of saving men from the effects of the 
Original Sin of eur first parents, the result being 
that the earlj- Christians had to admit the truth 
of ever^'thing narrated fn the Old Testament, which 
told the grand stoiy of creation in six days and of 
man’s fall, and Jesus had to come down to this 
mundane earth after the lapse of many milleniums 
fo*r the redemption of man. , 

31. The Old Testament is full of forgeries. It 
was written in Hebrew, which language became a 
dead language during the Captivity in the 
sixth century B. C. The oldest manuscript of the 
Old Testament is only 900 years old. The principal 
books of that Testament are the five books of Moses. 
No one knows when, where, and by whom those 
books called the Pentateuch were written, or by whom 
preserved {Sfiiuoza, Tradatus Tlicologico Poliiicus Chs. 
y-Q) He sa3's many errors and various readings have 
crept into the text. Rabbi Jacob ben Chajiaii admits 
that during the captivity, when the sacred books were 
lost and scattered about, and those wise men who 
were skilled in the Scriptui-es were dead, th,e men 
of the great Synagogue found different reading^ ii; 
the sacred books, and in every place where they met 

E 
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words and sentences are not separated any Ipace 
and there are no accents to indicate the proper •pro- 
nunciation. Now the difficienc}^ of vowels has been 
supplied b}^ points, but the}' are recent innovations; 
Ancient Hebrew was written without points (vowels 
and accents). Tractatus Thcologko Polilkus Ch. '/ p. 
/jd. In fact mail}' translations were b}' conjecture 
Gosentu^ Hcbrcio Lexicon by I^co p. 17 i For in- 
stance, the word JHV is rendered as Jehovah. Bi- 
shop Colenso sa 3 's that the Pentateuch was written 
by five writers — 1 st Elohist, 2nd Elohist, who used the 
word Elohiin for God, Ist-Jehovist, 2nd Jehovist, using 
the word Jehovah for God, 5th Deuternomist Kurtz 
( Colenso pi- 4 p- /j) and Ewald, and Delitzcb, though 
ti 3 'ing to prove the authorship of Moses, finall}' admit 
that several writers wrote the Pentateuch. Do Wette 
{J^ook of Moses See- 163) is of the same opinion. 
IklUch more can be written on this inexhaustible 
subject, but I think I have succeeded in shewing that 
the Pentateuch is not a genuine book in an}' sense 
of the word and is full of forgeries. In Gore’s New 
comnicnlary pi- r p, 66o we find it stated that the 
Pentateuch was last written in the sixth century 
B. C. long after I^Ioses, and it is stated by Rev. A. W. 
Oxford in the Religious Syslcms of Ihe World pp. 42-43) 
that the Pentateuch was not written before the eighth 
or ninth centur}', B. C. 

SIi. Further there are three old versions of the 
the old Testament, 1. the Hebrew, 2. Samaritan, 

3. SeptuaginL They differ in many important 
matters. One or two examples ought to suffice. The 
Hebrew Bible says that 165G years elapsed between 
Adam’s birth and the Deluge, the Samaritan and the 
Septuagint give . 1307 and 2242 years for the saihe ’ 
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interval. From the Deluge to the .birth Abraham 
2^2 ^eaifs elapsed according .to the Hebrew copy, and 
942 and .1172 5rears according to the '.Samaritan and 
Septuagint versions. 

35. The Jews do not believe that the New Testa- 

ment is a revealed book but this is the belief of all 
Christians. In what sense it is a revealed book I 
fail to understand. The Vedas were revealed' by the 
god Brahma’, the Old Testament contains , several 
orders of God to Moses and his successors. So that 
it is partly a revealed book. The New Testament is 
a revealed book in the sense perhaps that it contains 
the sayings and orders of Jesus who has been raised, 
to an equality with God, being composed of the same 
substance, (consubstantial) as if God is made of any 
substance, like the imponderable ether. I have failed, 
as already stated, to understand how the whole of the' 
Old Testament (minus God’s conversations and 
orders) can be said to be revealed nor do I under- 
stand how any book of the New Testament can be 
said to be revealed, and if revealed, by whom reveal- 
ed, Jesus or the Evangelists ? • 

36. In the case of the New Testament .what do. 
we find? Mathew’s original gospel was in Hebrew,' but 
the present one is in Greek. ' Mark’s gospel is' called 
“Memoirs of Peter” by Justin Martyr (100-120 A.D.). 
Luke’s gospel is from hearsay and John’s gospel is a. 
forgery, according to Renan, . Zz>9r of Jesus pp.ii-i 3 . 
According to the Tubingen school founded by. Baur. 
the gospels and most of the epistles are -.not .genine. 
The three synoptic gospels were copies .from an origi- 
nal source called Quelle which is .mot extant; .In fact, 
the synoptic gospels are in many places word’ for word . 

' the -same -and -the -sequence .‘-of- the events .narrated is: 
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the same in all the three s^niojDtie gospels, whieli 
shews that they arc the work of the cop3nst* anci not of 
the ajjosllcs. All the gospels arc called Gospels 
‘accorcUng* to Mathew, etc. and not Alathew’s.elc., gos- 
]iel. I have discussed this subject in 1113' work “C/nis- 
fiani/y — .1 Cn'h'ca! Sluth'^ anti so I do not wish to 
sa3* more. As regards the gospels we do Jiot know 
which sayings of Chri.st arc genuine and which false. 
But in the case of the Koran, all the sa3n’ngs in this 
book arc nndonblocll3- Mahoniecrs. ^Thc Koran was 
written down by the amanuensis just as the words fell 
from Mahomed's lips, but in the case of Christ, he had 
no amanuensis, and the gospels were written long 
after Christ's death and so man3' errors must have 
crept in and the opportunities for forgeries were great, 
and as the evangelists had an interest in deifying 
Jesus, they put down many sayings and doings of 
•Christ which they heard from others. Even tlie ortho- 
dox Christians now admit that several verses have 
been found to be forged. For instance 16 Jl/ar/c 16, 
the most important verse in the whole Bible, relating 
as it does to the salvation of mankind, has been omit- 
ted from the Revised Version. TJiat verse is as follows, 
“ He that bclicvcth and it baptised shall be saved, but 
he that bclicvcth not .shall be demned.” This is also 
the opinion of the writer in Gore's jVc7u Covimcniaiy 
vide pt. 3, />. 123. So the sanction of the law against 
all heathens, as a law3'cr would sa3’, has been removed 
There is another most important forgery recentl3i' 
discovered. In 5 (7 Joint) 7 we find these words in 
support of the doctrine of the Trinit3^ “For three, are 
three that bare record in heaven, the Father,' the 
word, and the H0I3' Ghost, and these three are^'one’L 
This verse has also been omitted from. -the-.P 
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Version, as spurious. Then there remain 28 Mat. 19, 
whic^ii also speaks of the Trinity. This and the next 
and concluding verse in Matthew have been ‘‘ widely 
rejected”. Gcfre^s JVezu Commentary Pt. 3. p. 204. 
So the’ basis of the doctrines of eternal damnation for 
heathens and of the Trinity has recently vanished. 
But in the case of the Koran, no such dispute about 
the text has ever arisen, and no man’s salvation 
depends upon a spurious or doubtful verse, and 
nobody tas quarrelled about the genuineness of the 
text of the Koran. 

37. No one has doubted the existence of Maho- 
med. He fought battles and the Mahomedan era 
commences from his flight to Medina. He left a 
daughter whose son fought and died at Kerbala and 
his descendants, called Sayeds, are to be found in 
every Mahomedan country. He left a Koran which 
was published by his successor within two years of his ' 
death. So that he was a historical personage. But is 
Jesus a historical or a mythical person ? As regards 
Jesus, his name was common among the Jews ; for 
instance Joshua, the hero of the sixth book of the Old 
Testament, is the Greek form of Jesus. There is an 
apocryphal book called the wisdom of Jesus the son of 
Sir^ich, or Bcdesiastes, There is a Jeshua mentioned 
in 24 {1 Ch) 1, and another in 31 {2 Ch^ 15. All 
these words have the same meaning, ie, saviour. It 
appears that the name of Jesus occurs in heathen and 
Jewish histories and Christians rely upon this fact to 
prove his existence. Josephus (37-100 A. D.) men- 
tions his name in his Antignitiesy Bk. 18 Ch. 2 Sec. 

J, and says Jesus was Christ. This passage not only 
motions his name but says he rose on the third day. 
Renan in his Life of Christ says this passage is genu- 
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ine but retouched by a Christian hand, but Qibfeon, 
Lardner, and others are of a different opinion. In 
fact this passage breaks the continuity of his history. 
Origen (185-253) says that Josephus does ndt men- 
tion the name of Christ. Busebius, in the fourth cen- 
tuiy^, first quotes this passage. If Josephus believed 
in the rising of Jesus and that he was Christ he 
should have been a Christian. This matter is very 
abty discussed by Mrs. Besant in her work on* Chris- 
fianify p. 199 ct seq.^ in Frcdhinkei'^s Text Book. 
Not one Jewish contemporary of Jesus mentions his 
name. .The Roman historian Tacitus (56-117) 
mentions his name as Christus {Annals X V. Sec. 44). 
Tertullian (150-230) does not mention this passage. 
Even Busebius does not mention it, and it first saw 
thd light in the fifteenth century. Pliny the Younger 
(62-113) mentions the sect of Christians. Suetonius 
born 65 A.D. mentions this sect and says that* Empe- 
ror Claudius (41-54!) drove away the Jews from Rome 
as thej’’, at the suggestion of one Chrestus, were cons- 
tantly rioting out of Rome. See also i8 Acts 2. 
For aught we know this Crestus may be the Jesus 
Christ of the Gospels. So we find some evidence 
from historians who wrote about 100 A.D. about the 
existence of a Christ, but no contemporary historian, 
Jewish or heathen, mentions his name. As to 
Buddha, there is no doubt of his being the heir appa- 
rent of a king, and there is contemporary history of 
his life and the narrative of his death and funeral is 
detailed in the Great Decease, ( Mahapariiiibba7ta 
Sjdla)^ which mentions the places where his relics were 
taken Ch. 6 vs. 62-63 and some stupas confaining 
them are still found in a dilapidated condition. No une' 
has doubted the existence of Laotze, Confucius, Bud- 
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dliator.Maliomed and they all died natural deaths: 
But Christ died a violent death, and nobody knows 
what he did after his so-called resurrection. The curi- 
ous rea'der will find all the passages in Josephus 
Tacitus, Origen, Eusebius and other writers of the 
second century and onwards bearing upon this subject 
collected in the Appendix to the T'Vars of the Jews by 
Josephus published b}?^ Ward Lock & Co., pp. 
252-2G1. 

38. Recently a new theory has beed started by 
Mr. Edwin Johnson in his book The Rise of 
Cktisiendom, in which he sa 3 's that these references 
to Jesus and the apostles in Josephus, Tacitus, Ter-~ 
tullian, Eusebius and others are all forgeries, commit- 
ted by the Basilian and Benedictine monks in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. He says Euse- 
bius did not write in the fourth century and Tertul- 
lian in* the second. He saj's the Epistles of Pliny 
the younger to Trajan are all fabrications of the 
monks. He has cited many passages in, Greek and 
Roman literature which were interpolated bj’^ these 
monks. He sa 5 "s that the legends went from Mecca to 
the Jews of Cordova and from Cordova these legends 
Avent to the monasteries of these monks. As the 
matter is too learned^ discussed for ordinary people 
I do not wish to sa}’’ more on this subject except ' 
that the matter is very ably discussed by him, and 
that he has shewn great erudition and ' cited man}’’ 
passages from Greek and Latin authors and his con- 
clusions are apparently sound, and if they are so, the 
legends regarding Christ are mostly false and his 
personality may be doubted. This is also the vieiv 
of Dhirendfa Nath Chowdhurj^, who, in his very 
able' and erudite work. In Search of Jesus Christ 
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has come • to the conclusion that Jesus was a mythi- 
cal person evolved out of pre- Jesus cults* lie has 
• torn . Christiahit}’' into shreds and shown that most 
of Christ’s sa5*ings were taken from' pre-Christian 
books. . In fact, according to him, all the contents of 
the New Testament are forgeries. I advise ali curi- 
ous readers to read these two books, though I must 
\yarn them that the latter book is so full of quotations, 
that it is difficult reading and it requires' great 
partience to go through the book. , 



CHAPTER I 

DOINGS OF MAHOMED. 


!• The above are the general observations on the 
Koran. Novr it is necessary to say something oii the 
doings and sajdngs of iSIahomed. 

2 . IMahomed was not a meek man like Christ or 
Buddha. He fought twentj'-seven battles with the 
Meccans in man\' of which he was present, and it is 
said that he attacked their caravans thirt\'-eight times. 
It is said that he put to deatli seven hundred Jews 
of Koraidha who were originally his allies but had 
joined his enemise, the Koreish. “ After a resistance 
of twent 3 *-five da 3 ’s these Jews surrendered at discre- 
tion, trusting to the clemency of their old allies of 
Medina ; they could not be ignorant that fanaticism 
obliterates the feelings -of humanity'. A venerable 
elder, to whose judgment ^ 03 ^^ ' appealed, pronounced 
the sentence of their death: seven hundred Jews were 
dragged in chains to the market-place of the cit 3 ' ; 
the 3 ’ descended alive into the grave prepared tor 
their execution and burial ; and the apostle beheld 
with an inflexible eye the slaughter of his help- 
less enemies.” Gibbon Cfa. 50 Vol. 0 P, 200. 
Mahomed married fifteen: wives besides possessing 
concubines, and he left nine widows. Gibbon says 
in reference to this that people of warm climates arc ' 
very sensual. But he is wrong here. Till a few 
months ‘ before .his Flight hc had only one wife 
after 'whose death he began to be polygamous. 
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There are other matters connected with his life men- 
tioned in the Koran, but it is not necessaiy to men- 
tion all of them. 1 shall confine myself to .three 
private matters in his life connected with women 
which shows his affection for them and which pro- 
duced some important verses in the Koran, 

3. One da}^ he went to the house of Zeid, his 
freedman and amanuensis, in his absence, and there 
saw his wife, and was charmed with her beaut)^ 
and immediatelj' a sura was revealed to him, 
enjoining marriage with her and he married her 
after getting a di\'orce, though she was the wife 
of -his freedman whom had adopted as a son, 
the result being that thenceforth there is no adoption 
among Mahomedans CJi- 33 vs. 4^ 37-38. 

^ 4, One day, while Alahomed was returning from 
an expedition, A5'esha, his favourite wife, who had 
accompanied him, alighted from her camel on a pri- 
vate occasion. On her return, she missed her valu- 
able necklace, and went in search of it. In the mean- 
time her attendants, thinking she had entered her 
pavilion (tent), placed it on the camel and led it awa}^ 
Their mistake was owing to its being night time. 
When she returned, she found her camel gone and 
expecting its return soon she fell asleep. In the 
morning she was discovered asleep and alone, by one 
Safwan Kbn al Moattal, who had rested on the way at 
night. He waked her and she covered herself with 
her weil. She was made to ride on Safwan’s camel,; 
who walked behind and the}’’ reached Mohamed’s 
. camp at noon. Hklahoined was in a perplexit}'-* for a 
month, as he could not stop ’ the . mouth of scandal. 
After that period vs. 4 to 26 of Ch. 24 were revealed to' 
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Hnij^God calling the scandal a lie and ordering the 
■punishment of the scandal-mongers. 

5. On a day alloted to Hafeha, Mahomed lay 
-orith kn Egyptian slave, Mary Cop^ on Hafehas own 
bed, during her absence. MTien Hafsha came to 
know this she became furious. To padfy her. ^laho- 
med promised with an oath never to touch Man* anv 
more. Sometime after, God revealed through him 
Chapki- 66'oi the Koran, absolving him from his oaths. 
This chapter also contains some verses relating to the 
disdosure of tho secret to Ayesha by Hafeha who had 
promised* Mohamed to keep Mary Copts’ a^ir a 
secret from everybody, but which she had divulged to 
Avesha, 

6. These and several other verses about the pri- 
vate afiaiis and love intrigues of Mahomed look 
ver 3 ' suspidoua There have been similar events 
in the* history of the world, but not one of them is 
mentioned b^* God in the Koran. It is said that the 
doctrine of predestination, which the ilahomedans 
believe, allowed God to write in the original Koran 
events which were to take place long after. In fact 
if God wrote the Koran or if it had co-existed with 
God from eternity there is nothing to prevent its 
recording future events, So there is nothing impos- 
sible in the Koran alluding to these events in the 
life of Mahomed. But that is not the question. The 
question is why should private aftairs and love in- 
trigues find a place in the semi-didne Koran. Man 3 * 
more important events had happened elsewhere but 
fills book does not mention them. The storj Oi 
Helen'and Paris or other love -intrigues that have 
fghen place in the 'world find ho place in the Koran. 

It looks as. if -Mahoihed 'invented th^e ; verses to 
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for doing so, saying “0 prophet, why boldest thou that 
to be prolfibited which God had allowed thee, seek- 
ing to please thy wives ?” This shows that God 
indirectly ordered him to take back Mary Copt, 
which he did with a vengeance, for not onl}’' did 
he divorce Hapsha wfiich he afterwards retracted 
but separated himself from his other wives for a whole 
mouth, and spent that period in the apartment of 
Mary. C/i. 66 vs. i-2. His oath was a good one, 
but when he felt that he could not live without 
Maiy Copt, lie brought forth these verses. All I 
can sa 3 ' is that God never could find fault with 
Mahomed’s oath not to touch Mary Copt and never 
chided him for giving her up. Further, she w^as a 
slave, and why should God say that Mahomed’s in- 
tercourse with Mary. Copt w^as made lawful by Him, 
for it is moral adulteiy, and she, being his slave, 
could not refuse his embraces ? So one cannot be- 
live that God wi-ote these verses in the Koran or 
that God revealed these verses through Gabriel. 



CHAPTER 

MAHOMED’S RELIGION. 

1. Mahomedans call their religion Islam, wliicli 
means surrender, and they divide thdr religion 
into two parts : 1. Faith and 2. Practice. Faith 
includes belief in God, in Mahomed’s a^ostleship, 
in the angels, scriptures, the prophets, in resurrec- 
tion and day of judgment. Practice consists in 1. 
prayer, 2. alms, 3. fasting and 4. pilgrimage. These 
are the principal matters which a Mahomedan 
believes. But Mahomed has uttered in the. Koran 
many other things of minor importance, and I shall 
mention some of th em. 

2. The Koran has 114 chapters (suras) and 
'though some of them are very small, there. are some 
very long ones, the longest being the second chapter 
called the Cow, the first being called Fatihat or Intro- 
duction. This chapter is not chronologically the first 
but is said to be the quintesscence of the whole Koran, 
the' first five verses of Ch. 96 being the first revealed, 
and the last chapter is reckoned as the second best, 
and the reading of Chapter 67 will save a man from 
the torture of the sepulchre. The first chapter is a 
short prayer in praise of God like a rik (praise) 
of the Rig Veda of the Hindus. I quote it in 
full : — 

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds. 

The compassionate, the merciful. 

King of the da}^ of reckoning. . 

Thee only do we worship, and to Thee do 
cry for help . 


we 
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Giifdc Tliou us on the straight path. 

X Jid path of those to whom ^hou hast been 
gracious : — . . 

With whom Thou art not angiy, and who go 
not astra}'. 

In juxtaposition to 'this short pra 3 ^er let me put 
the Lord's -Prayer, (X MaL 9-13, (see also 11 L2-4\. , 

9. After this manner there- 
fore pray 3 ''e: Our 
Father wliich art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. 

lO. Th 3 ^ kingdom . come. 
Th 3 ^ will be done in 
earth, as it i^ in heaven. 

lU Give us this da 3 '' our 
dail 3 ?- bread. 

12. And forgive us our debts,' 
as we forgive our 
debtors. 

13, And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the 
power, and the gloiy-, 
for ever. Amen. 

, The Revised Version has added the word “one” 
after “ evil” and omitted the last sentence commencing 
from “ For thine”, which words are also omitted by 
Luke. Now if we compare the two pra 3 '^ers, we shall 
certainly give the. preference to the Koran. 

3. Now, what does Jesus mean by saying “Our 
Father which art in heaven ?” Is heaven the sole or 
usual place of residence of God ? J^very. believer, in 
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the last sentence. But what does lie mean saying 
- lead* IIS <!not into temptation.^^ The Praj^ei* in the 
Koran does not speak of bread or of debts. It is a 
simple, prayer coming from the heart, 

7. The Koran in the Medina verses repeatedl}'' 
sa 3 ^s “ believe in God and the Apostle',, ‘obey God and 
his Apostle" O. 3 v. 2g, in other words the two words 
are often joined together, so much so that even in the 
•matter of booty, "a fifth belongs to God and his Apos- 
tle”, <7//. 8 V 42y C/f. 59 v 7. In fact the two words 
have been so much placed in juxtaposition in the 
Medina suras, that the present creed of Moslems is 
there is no God but God and Mahomed in his pro- 
phet." That Mahomed was a prophet of God nobod}’’ 
can den}’, but there was no necessity of using his 
flame in the creed along with God's, as there were 
admitledly at least seven other prsphete mentioned in 
the Koyaii itself, Ch, XT^ whom God sent unto inch, 
besides Jesus. The fact is Aloslem consider j\rahoin- 
ed the greatest prophet, superior even to • Jesus, and 
hence his name is taken in conjunction with God’s 
In one solitary passage Mahomed goes to the extreme 
length of saying “ Obey God and obe}* the apostle 
and those among you invested witn authority”, 
Ch. 4v 62. All I w’isli to say on these passages is that 
God's name should stand alone and not in conjunction 
with other names. . 

S. Ttiere is no philosophy in the Koran, as Alaho- 
med was illiterate and the Arabs never produced 
any philosopher before Mahonied\s time. So 
Mahomed is almost silent as to Gods attributes. 
Seven attributes of God according to ^lahomcdans, 
as Dr. Sell ’says, are (1) Life, (2- Knoivledge, (3) Will 
(4) Power, (o) Hearing, («) Seeing, (7) Speech, (vide 
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Al Kurau /\ .?p). The above seven attributes are^all 
pq^sessecl by man and beast, only beasts cannot speak. 
As to the mode of God’s speakin.e^, it is mentioned 
in du ./-* r'. 50 that God speaks b\' vision oi» from 
behind a veil. But the Koran also sa3^s that Gad is 
perfeet, Ch. Oy r. j, omniscient, C//. 6 7'. jp, Gh. S/ 

,7, C//. .V?, V. »S’. eternal, Ch. 112 2, gracious, Ch. 

j 7'. 2^', merciful, Ch. 50 v. 22^ Ch. ./'? 7'. 14, Ch. 22 v. 
/(?, but I do not find the word omniprescyt any 
where in the Koran. It must have been a slip of 
Mahomed. Jesus also does not use this w.ard omni- 
present. Hr. .Sell sav.s in .\l Koran h- .?!? that God’s 
holiness and love are not mentioned as God’s attri- 
butes in the Koran. 'I'here is some truth in this 
latter observation as God orders the believers to shun 
the infidels, C 7 /. ,J //./, and other vers'.?s. But the 
words Gods love for man are also not found in the 
four gospels as well, and as to this love the ICoivin atid 
the gospels arc equally silent. Jesus only orders his 
followers to love G id, 22 .][al. jy, 12 Mk. ,70, ^7 7 
/o L, 2y, taken from n) Kv. /-V, // /Xv//, /, rj, 22, 
ig Dt'ul. g, and .70 Driif. h. As to the attribute of 
forgiveness, both of them .agree in giving this attri- 
bute to God, d d/i:/, 12, Koran Ch. g v. igj^ and 
other ver.ses. But God’s forgiveness and mercy will 
be of no use as now Christ is the onl}* person to 
forgive and he will decide our fate, and he said that 
he lias the power to forgive sins and actually forgave 
the sins of the paral^^tic and of ' Maiy Magdalene, 
■g Mat. 2, d, 2 Mk. 5, 10, 5 L. 2n, 24, y L, 4y. Tliat 
God is merciful is admitted ly . both, 6 Z. 
12^ Koran Ch. g v. /oj. This is an old idea.ij./ K.v. 
/)' mentions it; Ad to. God’s omniscience Jesus is 
silent Jjut Mahomed, says .God is omniscient. Ch. 6 




the ni;»n will Ik- thrown into the fire again 

( 7 /. r, )<), All these horrihle pains an<l penalties 
of the ijifKlels have been taketi from tlic Christians 
and the I'arsees. jf.t/. .n speaks of “everlasting 
fjrc" to which Jcstis will condemn the non-elect on 
the I.a'i! Day. and that fire will be the everlasting 
pnnishmcni of ib, esc ’people, Mat. ^6. This chap- 
ter in Mathew is tmiipie. There is no correspond- 
ing ehajiter in Mark or Luke, the other two synoptic 
g»>>))cls. bnt in .Mail: Hk now, declared to be 
sjnirions \‘;de AV;.* Covtmfniary on Scrifi- 

.''.7 j A I we iijnl that the non-hclievers will 
be c md'.-'.nne.i. th 'n 41) the period of the sentence is 
fortnntteiy jtot slated.. 'Die result is that I^Iahoined 
nowhere says th.n tod is love, and I should add 
ih.at the (kill of the Chiislians whether Clod himself 
nr Chris', is not a hning (lod, when cither one or 
both of them are re.ady to condemn the majorit}’ of 
mankind to eternal fire for the mistake of a lifetime. 
In this re.s’pecl the Hindu and the Buddhi.st religions 
arc mucli more logical and scientific. The}’ say 
that men will be reborn after death and .shall have 
time for correcting the crror.s of a past life, and so 
each man will Iiave a locit<i /'i’nif>'nfiar^ and reform 
himself and ultimately enjoy eternal bliss or get 
Xirmava. 'Die word love nowhere occurs in the 
Koran in' connection with God. Nor docs the word 
Holy occur in .such connection. My idea is that if 
God decrees that more than half of mankind will 
go to ctcrjial hell fire, then such a God had better 
not e.xist at all as there is no love in Him. Further, 
such a decree altogether ignores the existence pf men 
who lived and died before such a decree waiS passed 
through the New Testament or the Koi’a’’ 
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the^Iaw take effect retrospectively, at tlie resurrection 
wliicli lias* not yet taken place ? But my repiv m’ll 
be that God should have given previous notice of 
his intpntion to pass such an order for the eternal 
damnation of infidels, so that the then existing people 
might have changed' their views about religion. 
^Ishomed^s ancestors died before ^fahomed promul- 
gated the Koran which ordains eternal damnation 
for infidels. I ask what their fate will be on the 
Last Day ? And siniilarh* I may be permitted to 
ask what Avill be the fate of the ancestors of Jesus 
who never had an opportuniu* to hear him promul- 
gate his religion. And what will be the fate of peo- 
ple wlio died vei^' 3'oung, before the}- could speak 
or understand anything ? If the\' are to go to hell 
for their non-belief in the Koran or Christ’s divinitj-, 
then all I can say is that I have nothing to do with 
such a religion and I do not care for the God wh<5 
will punish these infants. 

10. As to belief in Gid, Mahomed sav.s that 
God is onh' One. In this he agrees with the Jews 
but differs from the Christian Trinitarians wlio have 
added in the godhead Jesus, a man, though a sujier- 
man, and another person, the Holy Ghost who came 
upon the scene for the first time witli the writings 
of the evangelists, and whose onh' busine.ss is said 
to as far as one can understand, to lehd a man 
to correct life, though Christ describes him as a 
Comforter whom he promised to send to his apostles 
after his death /d /. 7. The Upanishads also say 
there is only one God, Akamcbadilyam of the Chandr,- 
gxa Upqnkad ( 6 . 2. 1-2), which, owing to the 
numerous meanings of e-very »Sart.skrit word lias 
been 'made :to mean unity of God which is pure 
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Deism, and nothing exists but God Avliich is pure 
Pantheism. But unfortunatel}' the Hindus have 
created an cndle.‘?s Iiierarchy of gods totalling 330, 
000,000, some of whom have separate fimetions. 
This doctrine of the Unity of God is the first and 
principal part of the religion of the Koran. The 
Christian’s creed is tlie P'alhcrhood of God and the 
Brotherhood of Man. As to the Father of God all ' 
the three Shemetic religions agree, though , Moses 
has made God a visible God, who oucc dined with 
Abraham (/6‘ (jcn. and Christians have divided 
God into three Beings with .separate functions, like 
the Hindu Triad. As to this matter I need not say 
anytliing, as this belief docs not lead to any action, 
being a mere mental idea, and so it affects only the 
state of mind of tlie belicvc.s in other words, it is 
nierel3’ a subjective idea. 

11. .As regards the Brotherhood of Man, we 
find that Jesus never .said ain* such thing. His 
words arc “love thy neighbour as tlu'selF'. 22 jlfal. 

12 JfaU' 2 ij~j/, and lo Z. 2 /. Jesus took 
these words from / g Lev. /<V, where the words are 
used for Jewish neighbours and permanent residents 
in the neighbourhood. I have full^- discussed this 
uiattor in pages 58 to (> 1. of iiiy work on Christianit}*, 
and I am glad to say that I have subsequently'- found 
the same view taken in Gore’s Nciv Commoitafy on 


the Scripture PI. 3 . p. So it is an invention of 

the early Fathers that Jesus ever preached the doctrine 
of the Brotherhood of man. In the Koran, as in 
the two Testaments I find no such doctrine. In tlie 


Koran, Mahomed goes to the length of saying “form 


no intimacies among others than 
will not fail to corrupt you." 


yourselves. Tjiev 
Ch r. il-/, "tate 
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noi^ of tHem (infidels) for friends^’ Ch. 4. v.'Ol 
“Oh Believers, take not the Jews or Christians as 
friends” C/i. 5. v. 56. ,‘Oh Believers, make not friends 
of yourr fathers or your brethren if they love unbelief. 
Ch. 9. V. 23, this last verse reminding one of God’s 
command to Moses that if thy brother, son, daughter, 
wife, or friend entice thee to idolatry, then “thou 
^shalt surely kill him” and be the first to put him to 
death. ,13 Deuf. 6-g. Jesus never said an}'^ such 
thing and the. two Indian religions, particularly 
Buddhism, could not even dream of any such thing. 

12. Jesus never uttered the word brotherhood. 
This word is not be found in the four gospels, but 
even conceding that the religion preached by Jesus 
included the Brotherhood of Man, /. e. the whole 
human race, what has been the practice of the Chri- 
stians from the time they got the upper hand in the 
Roman' empire ? Previous to that they loved them- 
selves and lived among themselves and do not seem 
to have loved the heathens. But from Constantine’s 
conversion up to date what is there to show that 
Christians love their Christian and heathen bro- 
thers. ? The Christians have been quarrelling am- 
ongst themselves since Constantine’s conversion. 
There was a regular schism between the followers 
of Arius and Athanasius and the emperor once 
favoured Athanasius and then drove him away and 
invited Arius who had been driven away. In that 
very century Theodosius demolished heathen tem- 
ples, abolished idolatry and passed severe laws agai- 
nst persons who would sacrifice to idols, and severely 
punished the Donatists. Within a hundred years 
the .Roman empire fell and since then wars have 
been going on among the seveial Christian nations 
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of Europe, ending, in the World War of yesterday. 
In fact Europe, inhabited by Christians ©nl}? till 
1(453 and by Christians niostl}^ after 1453 has ahvaji-s 
been an armed camp. 

13. From the time of Theodosius in the latter 

part of the fourth centur3'^ down to the end of the 
sixteenth centuiy Christians have been guilty of 
waging religious wars and ordering persecutions 
against heretical followers of Christ. I do not wish 
to sa}’- what the}'' have done to the heathens in foreign 
countries as I have treated this subject full}’’ in 
chapters ten to twelve of my work “ Christianity, A 
Critical Study'^. Hindus are idolatrous and Bud- 
dhists are atheists, but still their conduct towards 
humanity at large is much better than that of hlaho- 
medan Deists and Christian Trinitarians, and it is 
a wonderful thing that the followers of the three 
Shemetic religions, who believe in one godhead, in 
which I include Christians, should be so intolerant 
as to kill unbelievers and sometimes followers of 
heretical sects, people who had as much right to 
follow their own religions beliefs as the followers of 
the dominant religion. To-day Christians have learnt 
to tolerate all forms of religious belief, but it took 
seventeen centuries to civilize the Christians in tliis 
respect and though ^'loslems have not yet fully 
come up to this level, and sometimes wantonly attack 
non-Moslems, still I have no doubt that within seventeen 
centuries from Mahomed’s death they will be as 
tolerant as the Christians are to-day, and there will 
be no animosity between the followers of the several 
religions which prevail on earth. , 

14. The Albegensian heresy was suppressed by 
the Catholics with great cruel t}-, and the' Holy 

H 
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Inquisition was started in 1229, and the famous Spati- 
isli Inquisition 'was started in 1232, and began to 
act vigorously from 1480. Its procedure is descri- 
bed in 'the Direcloritim Inguisilarium of Eylhdrich^ 
Inquisitor General of Castille in 1356. I'he accus- 
ers and the judges were the same persons and the 
riclms of the condemned became the property of the 
Inquisition. Even the Iaw 3 'er for the accused was 
selected by it. According to Llorente, the Spanish 
Inquisition up to 1809, when Napoleon suppressed 
it, burnt alive 31, 912 men, in effigy 17, 659, and 
imprisoned 341, 021, Buckle says that “according 
to contemporary and competent authorities, from fifty 
thousand to a hundred thousand persons were put 
to death in the Netherlands during his (Charlej^V) 
reign on account of their religious opinions”. He sa^^s 
this figure is probably exaggerated. A man was liable 
to the^death penalty for buying or selling or copying 
a heretical book, and the death penalty Consisted in 
burning, beheading, or bur 3 dng alive. Hist : 
Cwilkdlion, Vol 2, pf. 16-17> 

1 T). The Christians of the Dark Ages and the 
next two centuries condemned the work of Coper- 
nicus, killed Giorardo Bruno, tortured Galileo, the 
greatest man of his age and the founder of modern 
astronom 3 r, and suppressed all attempts at discoveries 
in science. But it is the boast of Islam that 
it has never killed or tortured any scietltifid 
man nor stood in the way of discoveries in SCieiice, 
the fact being that the hlahoiiiedans were during 
the Dark Ages the only people on earth who- made 
any attempt at scientific discoveries, Christians' 
being then principally concerned with the quarrels 
of hie Schoolmen and with sectarian dogmas. 
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16. The spirit of the Inquisition appeared qlso 
in England where “between the years .lo3.0’ and 1603 
two hundred thousand Englishmen were starved, 
executed, punished and imprisoned for their adhere- 
nce to the old faith, Catholicism.” F. Mollo}^ Faiths 
of the Peoples, 1S92 Vol. /. /. 26. Mary burnt the 
Protestants and Elizabeth fined, tortured aud put to 
death man 3 ^ Catholics. Hallani asserts that “the 
rack seldom stood idle in the Tower for all the latter 
part of Elizabeth’s reign ‘\Constiiiiiional Histoty : 
Elizabeth^ Ch.3) and its veiy first month was stained 
by an intolerant statute. (See Linprard., Vol. 7 pp. 
244-5\ and iMacaula}’^ saj^s that “Elizabeth, in his 
opinion, was little more than half a Protestant. She 
had professed, when it suited her, to be wholl}' a 

Catholic What can be said in defence of a ruler 

who is at once indifferent and intolerant ?” {Macar 
vlayis Essay Reieiu of Narei Memoirs of Lard 
BurleigJL'). 

17. It might be naturall}’^ expected that Chris- 
tians would tolerate every^ form of belief. But the 
reverse was the rule. The}'^ suppressed the Arian 
heres}', the Albigensian heres}', and the Protestant 
heres 3 ^, and the Protestants of England suppressed 
the Catholic heresy. In the time of Elizabeth, Acts 
were passed to compel people to attend Protestant 
churches ever 3 ’^ Sunda 3 ^, and fine and imprisonment 
were the punishments for not obe 3 dng the law. In 
the time of Charles II an Act of Uniformit 3 ’’ was 
passed wdth the same object, which prescribed similar 
penalties for non-attendance in Prostestant churches 
on Sundays. The object of these Acts was to oompel 
Catholics to attend the churches of the Established 
Church. Historicall 3 ’^ the Christians; were the; first 
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•to, persecute Heretics and to force tHeir religion on 
• others, and their example was followed others. 
The Greeks, the Komans, the Hindus, ' Buddhists 
and Parsees did not force an}' man to follow their 
religion by fear of death or torture, and the example 
was first set by the followers of one of the meekest 
- and ]o\dng. of men. Such is the nature of man ! 

•18. Outside Europe, America Australia and 
South Africa are also Christian countries. And we 
know what has become of the aborigines of these 
countries. The Inquisition forced the American In- 
dians to become Christians through fear of the stake, 
the aborigines of Australia have been butchered, 
except in the waterless Western Territory, there are 
less than two hundred families of aborigines in New 
Zealand, and there are no aborigines in Tasmania 
as they have been extirpated. The extiipati on of the 
aborigines of those countries was effected by the colo- 
nists who pretended to be Christians, which shows 
that the Sermon on the Mount did not stand in the 
way of these pseudo-Christians where self interest 
was cincerned. 

19. The above fully supports the theory that 
Christians follow the religion of Brotherhood, amongst 
themselves and also heathens ! In America they 
had Negro Slavery till abolished in 1865 after 
a bloody war. But even now the American Whites 
do not allow the Negros to travel in the same railway 
compartment with them, nor read in their schools. 
For the horrors of Negro Slavery I refer the reader 
to Speari American Slavay^ where he will find that 
the d^cks of the slavers were never more than four 
feet high, and when an English cutter was sighted, 
the slaver captain bound the slaves two and two toge- 
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llicr and threw them into the sea, the captain, tlius 
j^eltinj;- rid of his slave cargo and preventing capture. 
The Christians of Kuropc showed their brothcrlj' 
afiection in the late war, when passenger anddiospital 
ships were lorjicdocd and gas bombs were thrown 
into bodies of hostile troops. And this was done b}’ 
people whose ancestors established the Reformation, 
the most refined form of Christianity. 

l2G. Christians boast of their kindness towards 
other Christians and hc.athcns. Bnt» was not PizaiTO 
the most ireacherons and the most cruel of men and 
w.as not he a devout Christian ? The Inca of Peru 
c.amc to .see him on his invitation, and the moment 
he came to Pizarro s camp, a signal was given b}' 
Pizarro and his retinue of two thousand unanned 
men were shot down and the Inca was made prisoner, 
^and after extorting a ransom consisting of melted 
gold plate worth 1,750,000 sterling at tliat*time the 
poor man was .hanged for alleged conspirac 3 ’. And 
this Pizarro was a devout Christian, for when the 
conspirators fatally wounded him and he fell down, 
he crossed himself and cried Jesu which was his 
last word. (^P)-csroti's Coiigucsl of Peru So even 
the best religion does not prevent a man from being 
the worst of men. 

21 . Christians sa)' that the}’ are civilized. That 
ma}’^ or may not be. But all men past and.present 
having descended from brutes are still mostly brutes, 
and I can only hope that after thousands of years 
man will be a semi-divine being. So my conclusion 
is, that man was, that man is, and that man -will, 
for thousand of 3 ’,ears, remain what his ancestors were, 
a brute but with a decent exterior. How othenrise 
shall ! call a' man who -throws a gas bomb into the 
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iiiicjsi ^ of a hostile army and sinks a hospital ship ? 
And these men call themselves Christians. 

-2. Hinduism and Judai.sm are the most exclu- 
sive roligions. These religions exist for their follo- 
wers only. Though Jews sometimes initiate heathens 
into. their religion, Hindus will never admit into 
their fold any one who is not born a Hindu. Even 
an untouchable Hindu cannot enter a temple. Bud- 
dha broke all barriers of caste and proclaimed a world 
religion and Buddihst missionaiies have preached 
their religion throughout Asia and all Buddhists are 
of one fraternity-. Christianity and ^lahomedanism 
are also prosely- tising religions. But there is a ma- 
terial difference between these last two. ilahome- 
dans regard all Alahomedans as members of one 
social order, irrespective of race, colour, class or nati- 
onality’. But the Christian have divided themselves 
into different classes and care more for the colour. 


race and nationality- of the indindual Christian 
than the ^lahomedans. A white Christian rarely- 
thinks of marry-iug a coloured Christian. He will 
never sit at table with his Christian sen-ant. But a 
white ^lahomedau does not object to marry- a black 
l^Iahomedan, and will dine with his sen-ant sitting 
on the same carpet Even Brahmins allow Kayestas 
and Baidyas to dine in the same room with them, 
though each guest is provided with a separate seat 
and a common carpet is never used. A king and 
his meanest subject will attend the same mos(iue and 
pray side by side, but in churches, every- man of the 
upper classes has got his pew where others cannot 
sit It thus appears that in matters of religion the 
I^Iahomedan is more social . and democratic and the 
Christian exclusive. ' In fact there is very- little- of 
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tiic democratic spirit in religious and social matters 
anioiig Christians. The Negro cannot ‘atte’nd* the 
white man’s school or church. There is thus a 
hatred of men of the same religion aluOrig Chri- 
stians which is not to be found among the follo- 
wers of Buddha or Mahonied. The MahOiiiedans" 
are more bigotted than Christians, but the latter have 
shed off their bigotry within two or three centuries 
and I have no doubt that with the progress of educa- 
tion Mahomedaiis will do likewise. , 

23. Moslenis have a Brotherhood of Moslems,' 
irrespective of race, colour, and liationalit}^, but the 
Christians, who say that Brotherhood of Man is part 
of their creed, have not even Brotherhood of Chris- 
tians let alone mankind. The Protestants and the 
Catholics do not regard one anotlier as brothers 
and the dark Christians are not regarded as brothers 
bjf. the white Ceristians. The Negros niiist have 
separate schools, railway compartments,' and churches 
in America. The fact is, that excepting Buddhists 
no man regards the people of other countries or 
other races as his brother. So there is no Brother- 
hood of man in any of the Shemetic religions. One 
thing might be said in favour of the Moslems. 
They had no wars between them since a century' 
and a half whilst Christians have been' fighting against 
each other since the last t hi-ee or four centuries en- 
ding in the World War. So there is more Brother- 
hood among . Moslems than among Christians, bUt 
neither of them have any pretension to Brotherhood 
of Man. As long as the Christians love to fight 
among themselves let them not speak of jBrother- ' 
hood of Man. 

2-i. Mahomed was veiy angiy with inSdels,. 
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includiiig’ Je\vs and Christians. He said in Ch. 3 
V. 114 j *Ch* 4 vs. 62^ 91, 102. Ch. 5 v.56^ that his 
followers should never make friends with the infidels 
as “the infidels . are your undoubted enemies” Ch, 4 v. 
102. So this religion can never be called the religion 
of Humanity. It is a misfortune that excepting 
Buddha, Zeno the Stoic and Comte, no founder of any 
religion has based his religion upon the ‘Brother- 
hood’ of Man» Christ never preached this doctrine, 
his ‘Brother’ was the Jew as I have shown in a pre- 
vious page and Bishop Gore’s New Commentary 
on^CL&Wi^{Pt^Sp.l85) agrees with this view. As 
I have stated my views on this matter more fully 
in my work on Christianitv ph 58-59 and also in a 
previous page of this book I do not wish to say any- 
thing more on this subject. 

25 Mahomed’s next important doctrine is re- 
garding Heaven and Hell. The believers will go « 
to heaven and unbelievers to hell. This doctrine 
of Paradise for believers and fighters for the cause 
of God was dinned unto the ears of the Moslems 
as it continually occurs in the Koran. Ch 2 m. 59, 
149 . Ch.3 as. 103, 162-64, Ch. 4 v. 60, Ch.S vs. 
iS 2 M. Ch, 9 as. 73, 112, Ch. 39 a 73 and other 
verses. The unhelievers are to go to 
from eternal fire, Ch. 2 a. 156 Oh. 3 
272 , Ch. 4 a. 59, Ch. 9 a. 3^^ ^ 

17, 74, Ch. 14 vs. 19-20, Ch. 15 v. 44, Ci. 17 . 

“'^gniltaed took his ideas of heaven and 
hell from the Jervs who admit .H-y took tor 
orvn ideas about them from the Persians The Ko- 

' tViat heaven and earth were a solid mass 
ran says that heaven ^ 

afterwWs separated. Ch. -i • 
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Day shall the heaven with its elouds be eleft and the 
angels will be sent down descending.” 0/.*25. u. 
27, Ch. 69 V. 17. What is meant b}' the heaven 
being cleft I fail to understand. Mahomed thought 
that it is now a solid mass like the earth but formerly 
both the heavens and earth formed one solid mass 
afterwards separated, each constituting a separate 
.solid mass, the heaven having a roof, C/f. 21 v. 32. 

27. Regarding heaven and earth the Koran 
says that there arc seven heavens anjl seven earths, 
C/i. 2. V. 27, Ch. 17 V. ■f6, Ch. 23 v. 17, Ch. 41 v. 11 
Ch. 66 V. 12, and Ch. 41 v. 11 says that the heaven was 
created in two days. The idea of there being seven 
heavens is a gewish idea. Mahomed seems to have 
borrowed this idea from the Jews. The Jews 
believed that the lowest heaven was not verj^ 
far from the earth. It was so near that Adam could 
tohch the bottom of the lowest heaven with hig head. 
It was Adam’s fall which dwarfed him in size, (see 
jlly/hs and LfSTcnds o/ . bicicnf Israel Vol. I />/>. 19-22) 
Unfortunatcl}' for us we can sec but one heaven even 
with the aid of the best telescope and that heaven is 
not a solid mass but ethereal space dotted with stars, 
nor can we sec the seven earths mentioned in the 
Koran. Docs the Koran refer to the planets ? In that 
case even it is wrong, because there arc at least eight 
big planets including the earth besides the smaller 
planets numbering more than a hundred discovered 
since J80S between the earth and Mars. Recentl}' a 
new planet was sighted beyond Neptune. The fact is 
that the Jews and the Arabs .were illiterate and they 
knew little of jVstronom}', and hence it is not gtrange 
that there should be this mistake in Astrononi 3 '. 
Therefore the questian arises whether the Koran with 
1 
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these rmistakes. could be. the work of an all-knowing 
God:.and»the answerds obvious. The Koran is-silent 
as to the number of -hells, but the hell has. seven por- 
tals,' Ch. 15 V. 44. 

-28. As to; the existence of seven heavens it seems 
that -the Jews and' the Arabs were not singular in; their 
belief. Parsees also believed in seven heavens. I 
should think that the Jews got this idea from the 
Parsees during their captivity and IMahomed got this 
idea from them. The Slavonic Enoch and the Testa- 
ment of the Twelve Partiarchs also speak of the seven 
heavens. {Myfhs and Legends of Ancient Israel Vo. I. p. 
19) Hindus also believe in the existence of seven 
heavens (Maiidal) the upper-most of which is the resi- 
dence of the chief god Indra with the celestial dam- 
sels^and the celestial garden with the tree which can 
gi-atify any wish of any being. 

29.^ As to the enjoyments in heaven, Paradise, 
Moslems were told of their nature in . very 
glowing terms. In fact Pai'adise is ^.described 'in 
many suras, viz, Ck. 4 v. 60, Ch. 7 vs. 44-45 
Ch. 9 V. 73 Oh. 35 v. 30. Ch. 36 vs. 5 2-5 7 y 
Ch. 37 vs. 38-47, Ch. 36 vs. Il3-j9 and other suras, and 
the most vivid and enticing description of Paradise is 
to be found in Chapter 55 vs. 46-97. The last mentioned 
sura-says that there are two gardens with overbranch- 
ing trees, two fountains, two kinds, of .fruits, virgin 
damsels with retiring glances, and there ,are other 
gardens with fountains, fruits, beautiful virgins etc. The 
greatest enjoyment in heaven, though . in a. negative 
sense, will be perfect. ease as “therein no toil, shall reach 
us- and therein no weariness shall touch us” Ch. 35 v. 

-but this verse -does not say whether ennui will seize 
.the 'blesse^rf?^«^s.^rse than toil or .weariness. 
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30 . In some verses . Mahomed sa3’^s that these 
virgins though they will be spouses of. the faithfuljwill 
alwa3^s remain virgins and look3’’oung Ch. j6 m. 33-36. ■ 
The latter is possible, but how can a spouse intended ; 
for the enjo3mient of her lover always remain a., 
virgin ? This passes one’s comprehension. These 
spouses will be perhaps speciall3’^ created for the male 
believers for nowhere do we find an3'^ mention of the. 
spouses of the female believers. The maie believers, 
will get new spouses, but what will Jiheir earthly; 
wives get after resurrection ? Will they be 
without an3'’ male cumpanions, as the3i' will not get- 
their husbands who will prefer these most beautiful 
and youthful virgins for themselves, to whom they 
will stick and give up their previous wives ? This is 
a difficulty which I am unable to solve, and I hope 
some Moslem divines will tiy to solve m3'’ difficult3^ 
As regards the male believers the3’ will alwa3'S remain 
thirt3' 3’’ears old. ^lahomed got these houi'is from the 
Persians and the ideas of Heaven, Hell and the 
•Bridge over hell also from them as previously stated. 

31 . The believers will be able to get delicious 
fruits in heaven and drink pure fountain or stream 
water. Though a ^loslem is not allowed to take 
wine in his mundane existence, as it is strictl3’ forbid- 
den by the Koran C/i. 2 v. 2I6, C/i. 5 v. 93, yet in 
heaven he will find rivers of wine and of milk 
C//. 47 V. 16. 

32 . Nowhere does the Koran refer to an3* .pre- 
pared dish in heaven, whether of meat, fish, or ve- 
getable, or even of rice, or wheat or any other cereal. 
Only fruits and milk are to be had in heqven to 
satisfy one’s appetite and water and .wine to quench 
the thirst. The fruits are tQ,'eOme..Trom- the .‘oyer 
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branching’ trees, CL 55 h. ,48, and milk from rivers 
of milk. • But it is not stated what animals v,dll 
yield this'inilk, for if the animals would fill this 
river with milk, what is there to prevent the eating 
of their flesh ? . • • 

• 33. Mahomed was illiterate as he himself admits 
CL 7 v. 156. So he had no idea of an}’ intellectual 
pleasure in reading good books and conducting 
discussions on learned subjects. His whole idea of 
heaven consisted of the enjo)unent of sensual plea- 
sures, and there is absolutely no mention of . any 
intellectual pleasure, not even any of the belles Icttrcs. 
Such a heaven would be ver}’^ monotonous to its 
residents, and the sensual pleasures would pall upon 
the' senses, after some time. 

3 k Jesus also does not say a word as to intelle- 
ctual pleasures in heaven. If Slahomed was totally 
illiterate as he himself admits C//. 7 v. i58, Jcs'us 
was very nearly so, like the other Jews, as his lear- 
ning was doubted by his hearers, y J. 15. So both 
fail to mention intellectual pleasures in heaven. 
Mahomed speaks of eating and other sensual plea- 
sures. Jesus speaks only of eating in heaven with 
apostles, 22 L. 30, This is the only reference in the 
New Testament as to what the apostles will do in 
the next world and there is no mention even of what 
others will do after resurrection. The elect will “inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world” 25 Muf. 34, the non-elect to go “to 
everlasting punishment” Z5 Mat. 46. 

3b. However, Mahomed's description of heaven 
is something tangible. The Jews did not at fir.st 
believe in a future state, and so never thought of 
exi'stsnce after death either in heaven or hell. Jesus 
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no doubl believed in rosurroclion after dedtli, he 
himself having, it is said, risen from the dead. 'But 
he is almost silent as to the state of the blessed. 
Only Luke and John say something which relates 
to this subject, the other evangelists being totall}^ 
silent Jesus told the apostles “in my Father’s house 
are man)* mansions, if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to ])repare a place for j'ou. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive j’ou unto myself, that where I am there- 
in ye may be also 14 /. <2-j. In another place 
Jesus told the apostles, “And I appoint unto you 
a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto me, 
that 3 *e ma}' eat and drink at m 3 ' table in 1113 ' king- 
dom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel”. 22 L. 20-30. The difterence between 
Christ and Mahomed in this matter is that Mahomed 
definite in his statements and description of heaven, 
but Jesus is vciy vague and is totally silent as to 
the state of others besides the twelve apostles. What 
becomes after death Jesus does not sa 3 '. What 
becomes after the resurrection and the trial of the 
good and b.ad is totally left in the dark, the only 
passage bearing upon this point is in 2S Mat. 34, 
wherein Jesus sa 3 's that the elect “will inherit the 
kingdom prepared for 3 'ou from the foundation of 
the world” a most vague passage, and Gore’s New 
Commentaiy on the Holy Scripture does not give 
au 3 ' ke 37 ’ to the meaning of this passage, the fact being 
that it is meaningless and unusually vague. It 
appears that there is no corresponding chapter in 
Mark or Luke, and the whole of 25 Mat. appears 
to be entirely spurious. 

3G. Mahomed is more realistic and practical 
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thaij Jesus. The latter said that the Kingdom of 
God was nigh. Mahomed also said that the Re- 
surrection was nigh, C//. 20 v. IS, with the believers’ 
entry into heaven, which he graphicall3>' describes 
iii several suras. But Christ did no such thing. 
Jesus appointed a kingdom for his apostles whd*e 
they '‘may eat and drink at mjr table in my king- 
dom” 22 L. 29-30. Christ being a batchelor did 
not think of houris in heaven. Mahomed speaks of 
fruits in heaven*but of no meat or vegetables. Christ 
is silent as to what his apostles will eat with him in 
his kingdom, but his apostle John has supplied the 
omission. John’s disciple was Pol3'^carp, inartjTed 
in Sm3Tna, and Polycarp’s disciple wae Irenaeus, who 
says as follows : “John related the words of the 
Lord concerning the times of the kingdom of God ; 
the da3'S would come when vines would grow, each 
with 1 0,000 shoots, and to each shoot 10,000 branches, 
and to each branch 1 0,000 twigs, and to each twig 
10,000 ■ clusters, and to each cluster 10,000 grapes, 
and each grape which is crushed will 3'ield twent3'- 
five measures of wine. And when one of the saints 
will reach after one of these clusters, another will cry : 

‘I am a better cluster than it ; take me, and praise 
the Lord because of me.’ Likewise, a grain of wheat 
will produce 10,000 ears, each ear 10,000 grains, each 
grain ten pounds of fine white flour. Other fruits, 
and seeds, and herbs in proportion. The whole 
brute creation, feeding on such things as the earth 
brings forth, will become sociable and peaceable to- 
gether, and subject to man with all humilit3'” Ciren. 
kaer.’^ ^vs., 33, 34, as quoted in /W.v '' [esus of 
Nazaraf p. 45). This shows that Christ like hlaho- 
med was for eating fruits only in hekven. The 
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ded. Paul relying on faith, Jesus and James on works^ 
Mahomed* solely on a man’s merit. The Christians 
rely on works, faith and grace, and they have come 
to the conclusion that the grace of God through Lord 
Jesus will save a man, a meaningless expression, as 
it requires God’s grace plus Christ’s intercession for 
a man’s salvation, so that the united actions of God 
and Christ are necessar}^ The Blmgavat Geeta 
says Faith, Works (Vedic works) and Knowledge 
(of God) are the three ways of salvation, the last 
being a pure Hindu idea. 

38. As to the fate of the unbelievers it is well 
known that Heathens and Kafirs will go to hell and 
there suffer from eternal hell fire, 2$ Mat. 46 and 
Koran Gh. 3 vs. 112, /yd and other suras, and each 
time a new skin will form the}' will be pushed back 
into the fire Qh. 4 v. yp. Upon this matter I maj' 
observe that these verses make God cruel. 

39 . The Koran is silent as to the state of the 
soul between death and resurrection. Christ is simi- 
larly silent on this subject There is a solitary pas- 
sage in 22 JL 43 which sa3's that Jesus told one of 
the malefactors nailed close to him “today shalt thou 
be with me in paradise”. If this man went to paradise 
just after his death, the theories of resurrection and 
of Jesus’ Second Advent vanish. It is very strange 
that hlahomed has given a glowing picture of Hea- 
ven and a very dismal picture of Hell but is totally 
silent upon the state of the blessed or the cursed after 
their death and before the resurrection. This is a 
difficult matter not tackled by any founder of 

religion. . 

40. As to the Resurrection and Last Day or 
Day of Judgment, the Mahomedans believe that the 


Cii.w. 2.) 


maiiommd's ri:li{;iok 


73 


time when il will tal:c place is a jjcrfccl secret known 
only Goil. ICvcn (lahricl jnofessed not, to know 
it when askeil hv Mahomed. lUil certain signs will 
follow wjjcn i; will he near. Thc.'^c .signs arc divided 
into le-ser and gre.iler .signs. 'I'lie lesser ones arc 
(11 Hecay of J.iitli among men, (2) The advancing 
of the meanest jv.gv.gj.; t<» eminent dignity, (3) A 
maidserv.in* v.ill he th<' mother of her mislrc.ss (or 
master) wljich tr.e.nj'- nji exeess of .seJisnality, (I) 
Tnmnlts ands sedttio:;;. (.i< in the Hihle, J.i .Ifaf. JJ 
e. .V /..vi -l, i."*) A war with the Ttnk.Sj (h) Great 
distrc'-s in the ‘.sorhl. (VI Iral; and Syria will refuse 
to ’p.’.y trihn'.''. and ('') 'i'ite hnilding.s of Medina will 
reaeli to Ah ih o;- V-dn ih. ‘rite greater sign.s arc : — 
(11 The ;tr,3 will ri - in the we-t, (2) The appearance 
of the In ii’ : whielj will :i*r otJt of ilic earth in the 
icmtde of Me..-:, i-r S ifa. or 'I'aycf or some 

otfK-r ]n.!ee. 'i'.his l e.t t ’Anl he .sixty enhits high, 
hut tiiey .’•■.ty th.st it , he.id will rc.ieh the Iteavcn. 

It will liave the l:e;:«l <i{ a hull, the eyc.s of a liog and 
h.-ivc other ore..;:.- . f < tin r beasts. It will speak 
Asa.hic. It V. ill ; tribe all heiiever.s with the rod of 
Moses, and m;*.;): t;u:n v.it!j ijie word Mumcn ‘be- 
liever’ a;ni all ijjhd’eh; will be br.inded with the word 
Cafer. (.’5) W’.ir with the Greeks and the taking of 
Conslantinojile by Voouu of the posterity of Isaac. 
The walls of the city will fall down when they will 
cry r»nl “Tiiere is tto God hut God, God is most 
great”. Wheji dividing the .sj»nils, news will come 
of the arrival of .Antichrist when they will leave all 
and return back. (I) 'I'lie ctnning of Antiehri.st, an 
one eyed Cafer. lie will ride on an ass and 70,000 

Jcw.s of Isj)ali:in will follow him. He will remain 
oji earth fortv davs hot one of these davs will bc*as , 
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long" &s a year, anotlier as a month, another as a week 

atfd the. rest will be common da 3 's. He will lay 

waste all places, but udll not be able to enter j\Iecca 
* 

dr Medina, which will be guarded b}* angels. Jesus 
will ultimately slaj* him. (5) The coming of Jesus 
who wUl be converted to Islam, marr 3 ' ^ wife? hegct, 
children, kill Anti.-Chiist and die after fort 3 ’ 3 *ears, 
or twenty-four according to some. During his sta 3 ' 
there \rill be great securit 3 '’ and plent 3 ' on earth, 
no hatred or malice and beasts of pre 3 ^ will 
live in peace with cattle and a child will pla 3 ’ with 
serpents. (6) War with the Jews, when there will 
be a great slaughter of them b 3 * the Aloslems. (7) 
The eruption of Gog and ]Magog, of whom man 3 ’ 
things are related in Chapters 18 and 21 of the Koran. 
These barbarians will distress Jesus and his com- 
panions and \rill be ultimateh' destro 3 *cd b 3 ’' God. 
(8) A smoke which uill fill the earth. (9) An eclip'se 
of the moon. (10) The returning of the Arabs to 
the worship of Allat and A1 Uzza, and their other 
ancient idols. (11) The discovert' of a vast heap of 
gold b 3 ' the retreating of the Euphrates. (12) The 
demolition of the Caaba. (13) The speaking of 
boasts and inanimate things, (l l) The appearance 
of a descendant of Kabtan. (15) Breaking out of 
fire in Hejaz. (10) The coming of the Mahdi, or 
director. His name will be Mahomed and his 
fathers name will be the same as that of Mahomed a 
father. He will fill the earth with rightcousnc.<;s. 
(17) A wind which will sweep away the souls 
of all who have a particle of faith in them. 

Prd .\Dis. //. 62-64) 

41. These evonts will precede the resurrection, 
the*^ hour of which is uncertain, but it will be heralded 
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In* tlic .coujul (>1 till' fir.'^L Mast of the truniplict wli^li 
will be .•;o\iiKk‘(l three tinie>. The fir.st blast will 
.‘ihakc the foundations of the earth, throw down 
inoinitains. niell the heaven.s, darken the .sun, 
cause the .stars fall, tut the death of the antfcls 
wlio I:cep them .suspended in .space, the .sea will he 
trotiblcd and will dry uji. women nur.sin.tr their in- 
f.int.s will abandon them. .After the .second blast all 
livini: creatures will die. except tho.se whom God 
exempts from this f.n.e. The last to die will be the 
atiuel of death, v.liich is very natur.d. as he will have 
no work to do, and his existence will be perfectly 
useless. Tlie liiird bin*-! will be sounded after forty 
rears. It is called tlic blast of resurrection, when the 


auftel Israfjl sSandin.::;' on the rock of tlie temple of 
leriisalem. will cal! all dry bones atul dispensed parl-s 
of the bodies of (he de.id. iiicbuitns’ the hair, to judg- 
ment. This atj.gel will l>y trumpet sound cidl all 
souls, which will be thrown into his trumpet and at 
the last .soimd of the trumpet, the.se souls will fl\* out 
from the trumjtet, and will, like bce.s, fill the .space 
between heaven and earth, and then go into their res- 


pective bodie.s, which the earth will give up, and 
Mahomed will be the finsi to arise. This re-birth 


will be caused b}* an incessaitt rain for fort}* 3*cars. 
{Sj/c’ Prcl : Di>'. A OS) 

•12, The Day of Judgment will be a veiy long 
one. In one place the Koran say.s it will last 1000 years 
C/t. J~ V. ./ and in another place C/t. 70 v . the 
period is extended to .VJ,CU0 j’car.s. The men who 
will rise from the graves will be perfect, just as they 
came out of their mothers’ womb, naked and Hincir- 
cunicised. Mahonied said many other things abgut 
the Resurrection, the}' arc of minor importance. 
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•t.'i. v\'; th'.’ jiic.i f>f Rcsurreclioii and the 

^Day <f{ and all that is to lahe jilacc before 

and on that occasion. Malunncd is ijulchted ‘for them 
to Christ wlio !;oi them from lltv Persians, hut Christ 
is totally silent rej;.irdintj: liie details of events which 
are to hajinen on that most important d.ay nor the 
state of tile ilead Iteforc resurrection. Tiie advent of 
Goo- and Maj^.is; in the Koran in taken from c?o 
lu-'vl.itim <V. Tile ideas of the convulsion of nature 
which v.’ill shake the foundations of the world and that 
the sun and the moon will he darkened and the stars 
heio'n to fall, of the comini; of Anti-Christ and Christ- 
coinini; in the clouds of heaven, which the angels 
accompanying him arc to anonnee by triimpt call arc 
mainly taken from the Bible, 2l- Mat. 1.3 Mark, and 
2 f Luke. In the above chapters Jesns is made to sa}!- 
that he will try mankind, and in .?.•> Jesns 

says he will tell the elect to “inherit the kingdoyi pre- 
jiarcd for yon from the foundation of the world” which 
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is liejaven, and the non-elect will go to ' eternal hell 
fire V. 46. ’The division of the resurrected into the 
elect who will have the Book in the right hand, Ch. 6g 
V. I CL 84 V. a.nd the condemned who will have 
the Book in their left hand CL 69 v. 2^ or behind their, 
back CL 84 v. lo, was probably taken from 23 Mat. 
V, 34 and 41^ where Christ places the resurrected elect 
on his right and the condemned on the left. The 
ancient Jews had no idea of resurrection. The word 
resurrection does, not ocour in the Old Testament and 
Jesus borrowed this idea from the Persians, who pro- 
bably got it from the Egyptians, who were, a much 
older people and who believed in resurrection, {Egypt 
and the Egyptians p. 41) and who also believed that 
the judgment takes places immediately after death 
and the blessed are arranged on the right hand of 
Osiris and the wicked on the left who are taken to the 
dark regions of the underworld, 0-3 fd p. 40). Hero- 
dotus z, a, c. 12:^ says that the Egyptians believed in 
resurrection and they therefore mummified the bodies 
of the dead, that the soul might come back hereafter. 
Gibbon in CL 50 Vol. g, p. 274 follows him and says 
that this doctrine was first entertained by the Egyp- 
tians. 

46 . Though Mahomed says that the hour of the 
Resurrection and East Day is uncertain, still Mahom- 
ed says that “ verily the hour is coming” CL 20 v. 
75., “It is nigh” CL 17 v. S3- This hastened con- 
versions, and Jesus also said that the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand 4 Mat. 17^8 Mat. i Mat. 7 , 24 
Mat. 17 and though he could not foretell the exact 
hour of his coming in the clouds to judge mankindj 
24 Mqt. 37-42, yet he said that this will happen, 
in the lifetime of the ‘present’ generation, ' and 
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'' sonic slandinj; licrc shall nol Lisle of death till 
thc3’ see the Son of man comin.q; in his •kingdom," 

/f> jA:/. ^ .7 A?/, y/. 2J jUnf. ,y-35, 0 Mk. /, 

m, .W.jl, 0 /-. j;,2/ L. 23 - 33 , 

(hour is coming and now is) ■/ (/ 'J'kcs!^ ^ 

Jafnn: 3 .! (/ P,'!.) 7, {al kand). Reformers 

say that the end of Ihc world is coming soon, so all 

should maU'j haste to he converts. Main* people 
have been disappointed and the expected Final Da}' 
has never come though many hundrccls of years have 
passed and the exjiecled day will never come soon as 
this world is expected to la^l some millio ns of years, 
Xotwiihstanding the predictions of Jesus and Maho- 
med, the last day will not come within millions of years 
The earth is some millions of vears old and it will last 


some millions of yoar.s more. 

•17. Mahomed tries to prove resurrection by the 
dnalogy of the resurrection of the dead earth .by rain, 
Ck. If) f. 67^ Ck. 23 .7. Ck. -A? r'. 10, and the 

resurrection of the sun which dies every night Ck. 3 
2 ( 1 , Ck. 36 37. 'I'ins was also the argument of 

St. Clement, the fourth Bishop of Rome, in his Fi)-sf 
J£f>{.c(k' /') fkc Co):ti(ki(t!iK, .Sr 2 .f, in which he speaks 
of the revival of the dead .seed and of the dead sun. 
But he added one very strong argument, and it was 
the resurrection of the Piiocnix from its dead bones 
after every 500 years, S.r^. 24 and 25. This tale of 
the Phoenix is also told by Tertullian and Cyril of 
Jerusalem. It is a ease of real rc.surrcclion of a dead 
body which once was alive. This story furnishes the 
best argument for resurrection, as the Phoenix was 
a bird with life and it died and was revived after 
1)00 years, but the dry earth or seed or the si was not 
a living being. 
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^48. As regards the Book registeringmen’s actions 
which A^ill be produced on the last day, QL i7 v. 14-13 
this idea is taken from the Jews, and the ideas of the 
balance Oh> 2^ v. lo^ and the sharp edged bridge 
were taken from the Persians and the Jews, and the 
ideas of heaven and hell were taken from the Persians 
through the Jews. Dr. Sell says that the idea of the 
balance to weigh men’s actions, Oh. 2j v. lo 4 is an 
ancient Egyptian idea. It is found in an apocryphal 
work which was translated into Arahic which describes 
the weighing of souls. But Sale {Pnl. D/s. p. 70 says 
that the balance is mentioned by old Jewish writers. 
However. Dr. Sell is supported by Bevan who says in 
p. 4i0 of his Egypt and the Egyptian^ that the ancient 
Egyptians believed that after death the heart of the 
recently deceased was weighed in a pair of scales. See 
also Hand Book for Egypt and the Sudan pp. 90-91. 
So bothpf them are correct. The Jews took this idea*- 
from the Persians, who took it from the ancient 
Egyptians. 

49. The unit}' of God and the reward of the 
believers in heaven and the eternal punishment of the 
unbelievers in hell where " as oft as their skins shall 
be well burnt we will change them for fresh skins, 
that they taste the torment ”, Oh. 4 v. S9> are, I should 
say, the leading ideas in the Koran, the others are 
subsidiary, being only means to the grand end. 

50. The other important doctrines of Maho- 
medanism are:— (1) Predestination, (2) Prayer, (3) 
Giving of alms, (4) Easting, (5) Pilgrimage to Mecca, 

(6) Last day. 

51. Predestination is mentioned in <7/a /7 v. i4> 

“ An(i every man’s fate have we fastened about his 
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neck and on the da}* of resurrection will we ’bring 
forth to him a book which will be produced fo h’ini 
wide open." CIu 6 r*. s : “ He it is who created 3*011 of 
clay — then decreed the term of your life : and with 
him is anolh cr prefixed term for the resurrection. Yet 
have ye doubts thereof ! C//. 64 zk 2 \ “It is He who 

hath created you and one of you is predestined to be 
an uti believer, and another of you is predestined to be 
a believer. " (Sale’s translation). 

52 . Now, if I am prcdc.stincd to be an unbeliever, and 
if my fate is fastened about my neck and every action 
of mine had been recorded in the Book lying on God’s 
table from ctenity, no effort of mine can alter m}* fate, 
and no effort of mine can change my actions and con- 
duct in this world, as they had been already recorded 
in the Book and that Book cannot be changed by 
whatever I might do. Under these circumstances how 
can I be held responsible for my actions ? Whatever 
I might do, however good my conduct may be, I am 
bound to go to hell. 

53 . This doctrine raises a very important question. 
On the one hand God knows and knew from eternity 
what I shall do and nothing contrary can happen 
because that would militate against God’s foreknow- 
ledge. On the other hand, this theory makes a man a 
mere autom aton. He is a puppet in the stage of this 
world as he must do willy or nilly what God knew 
beforehand, and IMahomed is perfectly justified in 
saying that all human actions were written in a book 
from eternity because God is eternal and his fore- 
knowledge is etc rnal, and the word book may be 
merely metaphor ical and nothing practical ^ turns 
upon it. 

od'. On the other hand, if a man becomes a mere 
K 
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autoiflaton, he should not he made liable to any punish- 
m6nt»as he has no freedom of choice. 

00 . Most people believe theoretically in fate but I 
have never been able to find a man who practically 
believes in it and models his actions upon that belief. If 
a tiger comes to attack a man he is sure to fly to avoid 
being killed. If a man’s child falls ill he is sure to 
send for a doctor. These and similar actions on the 
part of a man show that he has no faith in fate. 
Strictly speaking, a believer in fate should not move 
at all, and should not do any action. He should be 
absolutely motionless because motion means work and 
work is alwa 3 ^s intended to undo the effect of some 
events, to promote some goodj or ward off some evil, 
but as no action of man can alter what has already 
been decreed by God, a man’s interference is absolutely 
useless. In other words, a believer in fate should not 
feel any necessity for any action, which from his point 
of view is absolutely unnecessary, and cannot change 
anything pre-ordained by God. In other words his 
action cannot be either good or bad as they are not 
actually his action, as he is forced to act by his fate 
and his action had been pre-ordained by God. 

56. It might be argued that my punishment for a 
particular action is part of the decreed fate. That 
may be so, but this punishment, though decreed by 
God from eternity, I never deserved as I was a mere 
automaton not responsible for any action. I am 
punished because God wills, and not for any fault of 
mine, as I do not break any commandment of law, 
but do the act complained of as God’s agent, as the act 
must be done by me, having been ordained by God, 
and if I do not do the act, were it possible, I would be 
bfeaking the law of God or disobeying God’s order, or 
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acting contrar}- to His order. So this theorj^* of ]Jre- 
destination leads us to a dilemma. God lias written 
in)" fate, I do the pre-ordained act, which is murder. 
I cannot do otherwise, as fate binds me, still I am 
liable to punishment b)" God and man for this act of 
murder. If I tiy to disobe)" God then I commit a sin, 
and I am liable to punishment, if I do what God wills, 
then also I am liable to punishment. The idea of 
punishing a man for doing what God wills him to do 
b)" His foreknowledge is revolting to afl ideas of pro- 
prietj". Further suppose I am fated to go to hell as a 
non-believer, then all attempts to make me a believer 
either b)*- persuasion or b)" force are not onl}" useless 
but criminal, as tiwing to frustrate God’s wish, 
Clu 64 V. 2. 

57. The idea of predestination is common to 
man)" nations. The ancients believed in unalterable 
fate. The Greeks had their Fates. The Christians 
haps also believe in predestination. This idea is 
found for the first time in the New Testament in St. 
Paul’s uTitings, S Rom. 2g^ jo, / Eph. J, {i Pef.) 
12, and St Paul seems to be the onl}" apostle besides 
Peter who mentions this word as he was the onl)" 
learned man among the apostles. This word predes- 
tination used in the xA.uthorised Version has been 
changed in the Revised Version into the word foreor- 
dain, both coming from the Greek word proorizo (of 
our horizon) which means defining or delimiting 
beforehand. This idea is also found in the Hindu reli- 
gion. Kver)" Hindu believes that on the sixth day after 
birth the god Brahma comes to see the new born babe 
at night and writes his fortune on his forehead. For 
this reason the infant is not allowed to lie on his bed 
at night and- sleeps on the lap of some one, who must 
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be^wake.the whole might, so that Brahma may not 
take away the child, vide my work on MWu Cmiom 
in Bengal, pp. 1446. This doctrine of fate followed by 
all easter nations has paralysed their energies. When 
they fall into any serious difficulty, they do not strive 
to overcome it or to better their fortune after severe 
loss, thinking that it is useless to strive against fate. 

58. Another important doctrine of Mahomeda- 
nism is the obligation to pra\^ In. Qk. 17 vs. SOM 
Mahomed says : — “ Observe prayer at sunset^ till the 
first darkenig of the night, and the daybreak reading 
ing for the daybreak reading hath its witness. And 
watch unto it in the night : this shall be an excess in 
service it may be that thy Lord will raise thee to a 
glorious station : CL 2O v. 130 : “ Put up then 
with what they say and celebrate the praise of thy 
Lord before the sunrise, and before its setting ; and 
sometime in the night do thou praise Him, and in the 
extremes of the day, that thou haply mayest please 
Him”. There are other verses relating to prayer, 
Ch. 9 V. 114, which orders the believer not to pray 
for idolaters, and CL 4 v. 102 which advices Mahom- 
ed to cut short the prayer in time of war. The usual 
custom among Mahomedans is to pray five times 
in the day, which according to Mahomedans and 
Jews alike begins at sunset, as according to the 
Bible day came int existence after night, when God 
said let there be light and it was light, I Gen. 3. 
These five time are 1 Sunset, 2. night, 3 day break, 

4 a little after noon, and 5, midday, between noon and 
nightfall, CL 20 v 130. Mahomsd thought prayer to. 
be so necessary a duty that he used to call it the 
Pillar of Religion and the Key of Paradise and on 
one occasion when the Thakifites begged him to 
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allowed to dispense with prayer at the appointed 
times he answered that “ there could be no good in 
that religion wherein was no pra3^er." 

59. The Jews pra}’’ with their faces towards the 
temple of Jerusalem which has been their Kebla 
from the time it was built b}' Solomon and it was 
also the Kebla of hlahoraed and his followers for 
six or seven months if not more. Afterwards he 
changed the Kebla to Caaba, Ch. 2 vs. ijg, 144.^ 
145. Mahomed’s explanation of this change was 
that it was God’s wish. At one time he had 
gone to the length of sajdng, Ch. 2 vs. log^ that 
“ the Bast and the West are God’s. Therefore which- 
ever wa}' turn there is the face of God. ” But 
Mahomed as just stated abrogated all these. This is 
not a solitar}’’ instance of abrogation. There are not 
less than 22.j abrogations in the Koran, which show 
that the Koran cannot be a divine Book for God’s 
mind can never change, but Mahomed could and did 
change his mind to suit his own purpose. 

60. Before commencing to pray a believer is 

enjoined to wash his head, face, hands and feet and to 
be personallj’’ clean. If no water is available then 
sand is to be used instead, Ch. S A man should 

not be gaudil}’’ dressed nor very shabbily dressed. 
These ideas about purifications were taken from the 
Jews who are also ordered to pray three times a daj^ 
The several postures used bj^’ the Mahomedans in 
their pra3’'ers are also the same with those prescribed 
•by the Jewish Rabbins who orde red the devotees to 
prostrate themselves so as to touch the g^'ound udth 
their foreheads. The Jews and Sabians had to pray 
three times a da3’', at morning, n oon and • even- 
ing. The. Sabians have three prostrations at each 
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61. As regards angels, Mahomed often mentions 
them in the Koran. Xhere are good an d bad angels. 
Among the good angles Gabriel is the chief. He 
brought down the Koran in parcels to Mahomed. 
Among the bad angels :Sblis or Satan of the Jews and 
Persians is the chief. His name is often mentioned 
in the Koran. This idea of Mahomed about angels is 
taken from the Jews who admit that the names and 
offices of angles were borrowed by them from the 
Persians. The fact is that the Jews lost most of their 
books during their long Captivity and they took many 
ideas from the Persians. As regards these angels, 
Mahomed says that at the battle of Beder which he 
won with a handful of men against a much larger 
army of the Meccans, it could not have been 
won against such odds but for the kind assistance of 
God in sending down 3000 angels to Mahomed’s assis- 
tance and the 3 '- fought on his behalf and turned the 
scale of victory C//. j vs. ii, Jig, 121. Ch- 8 vs. g-ro. 
After the defeat of Mahomed at Ohod the next year 
God promised to send 5000 angels, 

62. Gabriel was the principal good angel, and Bblis 
was the principal bad angel as just stated. It appears 
that when God created man. He ordered the angels to 
worship him. Gabriel and others obeyed the order, 
but Bblis and his followers declined to worship Adam. 
God ordered Bblis and his companions to go to hell 
but on his entreaties agreed to allow him to remain 
among Adam and his descendants till resurrection to 
enable hihi to deceive mankind, and God granted his 
request arid gave him the respite to deceive man which 
caused Adam’s fall, Ck 2 vs. 2 ^- 34 , Ck g vs. 10 d seq., 
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Ch. ly Vs. 6j ct sc^., Ch. iS v. 4S, CJi. j8 v. Si. The 
Revelation of John has a similar idea but th^ fate of 
Bblis or Satan is not the same as that described in the 
Koran, as the Revelation in C//. 20 vs. 1-3, 7, makes 
Satan first go to hell and live there 1000 years, to be 
released after that period. But now that the 1000 
3^ears have passed, Satan has come back and is giving 
us lots of trouble. 

03. As to the giving of alms the Koran enjoins it 
in C/t. 2 vs. 269, 278, 277. Ch. 64 vs. 16, 17, sa5^s 
the loan to God will be doubled herdafter, which idea 
is also found in Ch. 3t?. v. 38 ‘ Alms are to be given 
of 1 . cattle, 2. mone}', 3 corn, 4. fruits, 5 wares sold. 
The forteitli part of this is to be given awaj'^ in alms, 
Sale Prel. D/s. 86, which is exaetl}'^ the precept of 
Bhddha. Jesus also sa3’-s “ when thou makest a feast 
call the poor, the mained, the lame, the blind” 14 L. 
./J. “You will be blest and get 3'our reward at the 
resurrection”, 14 L. 14 ; which is the samefhing as 
getting 3‘our loan doubled hereafter. This is also 
the Jewish idea and the Jews highl3'' extol the giving 
of alms. As to the Hindus, no orthodox Hindu will 
refuse a handful of rice to a beggar. But Christians are 
not willing to support beggars. The3’' will give some- 
thing to public charit3% but usuall3^ give nothing to 
individual beggars. Hospitality and giving some 
alms to the beggar are, I believe, confined to Asia- 
tics, and practically unknown to the people of 
Europe. In England begging in a public place is 
punishable. Tlie3'^ have work-houses maintain- 
ed by Poor Boards where the poor may lodge and eat, 
but the3>' '"'ill have to work. Nothing is given for 
doing nothing, which is the real meaning of alms. 

61. Fasting is also enjoined to the believers in 
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the inontli of Ramadan (Ramjan) Cft. 2 v. 179.iSB. 
The njontii of Ramadan was selected as the Koran 
W'as sent down by God in that month. Tlie fast is 
obsen'cd in the da 3 'time and a believer can eat or 
drink at night till he can discern a white thread from 
a black thread, CJi. 2 z>. 1S3. This fast is vety tning 
during the summer months, when the da 5 -s are long 
and thirst for water is very great and the tongue and 
lips become parched. A believer cannot swallow liis 
spittle nor bathe. A man .is permitted to approach 
his vife during’ this month of fast. To discern a white 
thread from a black thread in a moon light night is 
verj' easy if a man goes out into the open. If the 
verse means that one should 113 - to discern inside a 
room, then even in the da 3 -time if maj^ be possible so to 
darken it that it will be veiy difficult to discern a 
white thread from a dark one. The verse should 
have been explicit upon this point. 

65. ’ Alahomed did not know that in the arctic 
and antartic zones, the daj's are vcrj* long, sometimes 
lasting for months, and one can alwaj'S discern a 
white thread from a black thread. So no believer in 
these two zones can take am- nourishment or quench 
his thurst at an}’ time during these months. What 
then will be the fate of the believers in those regions 
Mahomed’s ignorance of foreign countries has made 
the observance of certain rules ver}* tr\’ing. A man 
has to leave his shoes and socks five times a day and 
wash tlie feet and hands up to the elbow before 
pra 5 ’er. This is very trj’ing to the inhabitants of col- 
der climates. IMaliomcd never dreamt that his reli- 
gion would be spread as it has done and if the Sara- 
cens could defeat Charlc.s the Hammer at the battle 
of Tours in 732, then according to Gibbon the whole 
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of Europe would have been converted to IMahomeda- 
nism. Almost the same result would have happened 
if Sobicski had not defeated the Turks near the walls 
of Vienna. So I think that Mahomed addressed his 
Koran to the Arabs onh* and not to foreigners. His 
boast that the original Koran is written in the Arabic 
tongue for the Arabs also strengthens nn* belief, 
C}u4i V. 44. Ch, 43 r. 2, 

01. The Jews also had their fasts, which are 
ordained in 16 Lev. S- Jet. 6^1j,2^f2lC) 

c?, p. P5, 41 L'r 1 '2, 2j (j A'J 1. 5- A S .Zeeh. 19, 

20. The Jews ordered the fasting for mourning for 

the dead j/ (/ S-.im. ) fj, 1 (2 &//!.! I2, with dis- 
tress and sorrow. 20 Judg. 26, i (i Snni.) 7, 20 {2 
Sam..) 24i ^ 4. 35 Ps. /j, 'd'ith expressions of 

penitence, p Dcuf. y (I Sam.) 6. 21 (/ Al) 2y, 10 Ez. 

6, p AW/. /. 6p ps. 10. j /on. 5. The Pharisees fasted 
twice in the week, iS A. /.?, on hlonda}*? and 
Thursday's. The Gentile Christians also had their 
fasts, /J Aefs. 2. i4 Ac/s. 2j. Paul is against giving 
an independent value to fasting, 14 Rom. 2, 16, ly, 

21, 2 Col 2, 16-22. 4 Tim) 3-5. S. $ (/ Tim.) 23. 
In 17 Sl/al 21, p Mark 2p, y (/ Cor) 5. fasting is 
omitted in the best manuscripts, the result being that 
the Authorized Version has the word fasting in all 
the above three verses, and the Revised Version 
omits entirely the first verse and omits the word fas- 
ting in the other two. The Hindus observe fasting to 
an extreme. In West Bengal no respectable Hindu 
widow can cat or drink anything on the eleventh 
day of moon, and if a widow dies on that day', Ganges 
water is poured down her car and not her* throat. 
The Sabians fasted three times a year, once for tlyrty 
days, then for nine days and lastly for seven days. 

L 
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62. The next important matter in the Koran 
is Ihe* obligation to go on a pilgrimage to hlecca. 
The Koran says that the temple of Caaba was the 
first temple erected by man and was built by 
Abraham, C/i» 3 vs. 90-91, and God appointed it 
as a place of pilgrimage, Ch. 2 vs. 193-194, Ch. 22 
vs. 28-30. Diodorus Siculus, who flourished in the 
first century B. C. mentions Caaba as the oldest and 
most honoured temple in his time. This pilgrimage 
is obligatory upon all hlahomedans. In IMaliomed’s 
time it was not very difficult to go to Mecca from 
distant parts of Arabia, and in fact the Aarbs did 
go there, as it was, even before Mahomed’s time, a 
reputed place of pilgrimage and the district was hoi}’’. 
Mahomed broke the idols which disgraced the 
temple, and people now go there, circuit the temple, 
bathe in the adjoining well Zem-Zeui and kiss the 
sacred^stone, said to have fallen from heaven whidh 
is most probably true, as it is a meteorite, and 
Abraham erected a temple there and placed the stone 
ill it. Tradition says that this stone fell with Adam 
from heaven, after i\.dam’s fall, when he was driven 
away from heaven where the garden of Eden wsfs 
situated. The temple is 24 cubits in length, 23 cubits 
in breadth and it's height is 27 cubits. Mahomed 
could not abolish the pilgrimage as that would have 
given offence to the ^leccans. Safe Pref. Dis. 
Ch. 4 pp. 89-95 also Gibbon Oh. 50, Vol. 9, pp. 
241-6, for a fuller descriptien of the temple and of 
the rites and ceremonies connected with pilgrimage.- 
These rites at the temple savour of idolatry. 
For instance, why should the black stone be kissed ? 
It does not matter that it fell from heaven with Adam. 
It IS after all a stone, an inanimate object, and 
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cannot do any good. But j\Ialionicd found the 
custom prevalent since a long time and lit did not 
abolish it. 

G3. The Koran sa\fs, O//. 95 v. 3, that the soil 
of ^Iccca is inviolate soil. Tin’s is true, Meccan 
territory is sacred. Its area is 37 miles in circum- 
ference and is called Haram, vide P/i/ty VI, 32. It 
had the privilege of asylum, and no commerce could 
be carried within its limits and it could not be 
inhabited by any one. The sacredness of this 
territory was miraculoush* proved b}' the failure of 
the expedition of Abraha, the Christian king of 
Ab 3 -ssinia and Ar.ibia Felix, who marched towards 
^Iccca with a largo armv in order to capture it in 
the 3 'car of Mahomed’s birth. His arm}* was attacked 
b}’ small pox and dcstroved and this was the first 
visitation of that nnhuh* in Arabia. This expedition 
is referred in chaf^icr 105 parlicularlv vs. 1 Sz 4, 

(5 k As to the pilgrimage to Mecca we find the 
idea of pilgrimage in all countries. On festival 
occasions all the people assemble before a reputed 
shrine. The Jews repaired to the temple of Jerusalem 
and Jesus went there cveiy \-ear. The Hindus go 
to all well known places of pilgrimage on some 
solemn occasion. In Februar\- 1930 nearly four and 
half millions of Hindus -met at Allahabad to bathe 
in the confluence of the Ganges and the Jamuna. 
Mahomed b}' instituting the pilgrimage to Llecca has 
served a double purpose. It has pleased the Meccans 
and brought great wealth to his birth place b 3 ’’ the 
concourse of pilgrims, besides establishing the 
supremac 3 ’ of Mecca over all other Mahe>medan 
cities. 



CHAPTER III 

MAHOMED’S PRECEPTS. 

1. The above is the doctrinal religion of lilahom- 
ed and the practices enjoined b}- him which exery 
iMahomedan is to observe dadj* or yearh* in his 
life. He has given some other precepts in the Koran 
which are very important and should be mentioned. 

2. Before liis flight the Medina i^Iahomed was well 
disposed towards the IMeccans. He preached tolera- 
tion and said there must be no compulsion in religion 
C//. 2 V. 257. But after his flight to ^Medina 2iIaho- 
med was so disgusted with the !Meccan idolaters that 
he orders his followers to fight against the idolaters, 
and to hill them all C/i. 2 vs. 187, 189, Ch. 9 vs. S, 9, 
36, 39, 74, Ch. 47 z's. 4’S. Ch. 66 v. 9. The Maho- 
dans are not to be aggressors, but if attacked, then 
the}* must fight to a finish, until the worship of one 
God is established. At first iSIahomed ordered his 
followers not to attack in the sacred months, but 
afterwards he ordered them to attack the infidels even 
in the sacred months, Ch. 9 vs. 5, 36, and he says in 
Ch. 47 vs. 4-5 ‘‘ M*hen ye encounter the infidels, strike 
off their heads till ye have made a great slaughter 
among them, and of the rest make fast the fetters, and 
afterwards let there either be free dismissals or ranso- 
mings till the war hath laid down its burdens. These 
do”. In Ch. 2 vs. 187,189, the 2vIoslems are ordered to 
kill the infidels who attack them “wherever }*e shall 
find tl^em” and to fight against them till the only wor- 
ship be that of one God. In Ch. 8 vs. 39,40, God says 
that if the infidels return to unbelief “fight then 
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against them till llie strife be at an end and the reli- 
gion he all of it God’s. In one place •Mahomed 
enjoins his followers to lay in ambush for the infidels 
and when they came unawares to kill them. He 
ends Ch. the biggest chapter b}:” asking God to 
give victory over all infidel nations : “ thou art our 
])rotcctor, give us victory therefore over all infidel 
nations" (f.V/. - v. 2S6). 

3. Regarding toleration Mahomed’s verses in 
snp])ort of it arc Ch- 2 r. 2S7, Ch. 16 eir 129, Ch. 4o v. 
15, Ch. 50 V. 59, Ch. SS o. 21 etc., and it is a most un- 
fortunate thing that the man who could utter such 
noble ideas could abrogate these verses and preach 
war to a finish against the infidels, Ch, 2 v, 1S9. 
Among Christians there was no such thing as tolera- 
tion during the Dark Ages, as heretics, who differed 
only in mattcr.s of dogma were burnt to death. Even 
Luther and Calvin “ asserted the right of the magis- 
trate to ])unish heretics with death”, Gibbon Vol. 10 
A IS2, Ch. 5-f : and in the next centuiy there were 
only three men in the whole of Europe, all la 5 ^men, 
to defend toleration, 13.a\-lc, Leibnitz and Locke, />. 183 
.Such is religious bigotiy. I am sometimes tempted 
to think that as Mahomed abolished idolatr}^, so 
another reformer should come forward to abolish 
religion itself, as it has in the long run. done more 
harm to mankind than good, and even in these da 3 's 
of partial toleration, millions of men are spending 
their time tisclcissly after the search for ‘‘The unknown 
and unknowable.” Tlie Upanishads, and all writers 
on religion admit that God is unknowable. Mahomed 
is silent about this matter but tradition says that 
in his night joiirnc}’’ {Ch. 17) he was taken to 
God whom he saw. Christ says “ I speak what I 
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have seen witli iiiy Fatlier”, d J. 5. "The world hath 
not known’TJiee, but I have known Thee” 17 / ^8 
So that ordinal-}^ mortals cannot know God, but only 
Jesus knew Him. This is on account of his Sonship. 
I have stated above tliat John’s gospel is a forgeiy. 
Mr. Kdwin Johnson, in his Jiisc of Clinstendoui^ has 
shown that the Basilian and Benedictine monks 
forged many books in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries and interpolated passages in many genuine 
books. If JohiVs gospel be admitted for argument’s 
sake to be genuine, still I have no doubt that these 
two verses were interpolated b}^ the monks. 
New even Christ admits that we mortals cannot know 
God. Then wh}^ quarrel about religion and spend 
lots of time to enquire about God’s nature and spend 
a large portion of 3 'our time and substance to please 
Him by flattery as if God is very fond of it, as we 
are ? '■ 


4. As to killing prisoners and making slaves 
of the spared, the Koran follows the Jewish law, 20 
Dent 10-15, in which God orders Moses to kill all 
captives and make all the women and children slaves, 
and take possession as boot}.- all the cattle and 
goods of the vanquished. I fail to see why God 
should give such dangerous and inhuman advice 
to his chosen people or to Mahomed. If He were 
to give such advice to-da}’’, men would wonder, and 
cry down the man through whom God spoke 
thus. 

5. As to general precepts to the Arabs, Mahomed 
forbade infanticide Ch. 16 v. 60-1. This was a great 
advance *among the Arabs. Formerly Spartans and 
otheK people exposed - their new born weakly babes 
to be devoured by birds and beasts. This was the 
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law of Lycurgus, as Plutarcli sa3*s, and Plato in his 
Rc/>ttl)!ic has a similar idea. Strabo was astonished 
to find the abscence of this custom among the Eg3'j)- 
tian.s, Strjho L- //), who rcard all their children. 
In India this custom of infanticide was prevalent 
among the Rajputs, who killed their infant daughters 
and an Act has been passed to stop it. 

( 5 . The drinking of wine or spirits is absolutel3* 
prohibited. Ch- 2 v. J i6, Ch. 5 v. pj. But some 
imagine that excess of drinking 01133' is prohibited 
and that the moderate use of wine is allowed 133' the 
Koran. C//. j r. j 16. But the general opinion is that 
Mahomed has tolallv prohibited the use of wine. This 
is the opinion of most of the J^unnees, whereas the Shias 
and llic Turks pul a more liberal interpretation and 
permit umderale drinking. Tliis proliibition relates 
onh' to our mund.uie existence, as wine is permitted 
in hca\’on, Ch. /(> c. s where there will be r»ivers of 
wine Ch. .// r. ^o. Manouehi sai’s that in Maho- 
meclan countries taverns were forbidden 133* law and 
that when Akbar engaged some Englishmen for his 
artillerv he had to give them permission to prepare 
wine. {/I/s/orv of ihc Mog;u! Em fire //. J 36-13/'). 
He sa3's that Akbar allowed his European gunners 
to plant vinevards about Agra for preparing wine. 
This ordinance was inserted in the Chronicle vith 
this preamble, “W'ine is as natural to Europeans, as 
water to fish, and to forbid the use of it is in effect 
depriving “them of life.” This explains the difference 
between the habits of Mahomedans and Christians. 

7 . Mahomed prohibited these intoxicants on 
account of their ill effects as the3' lead to quaifels and 
neglect of religious duties. Ch. 2 v. 216. C/1.^4 v. 

46, Ch. 5 V. pj. For these reasons the Jewish priests 
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werf fc^rbidden to drink wine when entered the 
tabernacle, lo Lev. 9 and the Nazarifces, 6 jVvw, 
and Recliabites, jj Jer. 5 A and man}?' pious persons 
among the Jews and primitive Christians wholl}' 
abstained from them ; nay some of the latter went 
so far as to condemn the use of wine as sinful. It 
is strange that Christ nowhere prohibits the use of 
wine. In fact he is almost silent as to the use of 
wine. Only in two places the use of wine is men- 
tioned in the New Testament, the first being the con- 
version by Jesus of water into wine at a marriage 
feast at Cana, 2 J. i-ii the second being the offer 
of wine by Jesus to his apostles at llic Last vSupper. 
■26 Mat 2'/, 28, 14 Mk. 24, 22 L. 20., John 
being silent upon this matter. Among civilized 
peoples Christians seem to be more addicted to wine 
and spirits than either Hindus, hlahomedans or 
Buddhists. No doubt ancient Hindus were vciy 
found of wine, Soma being one of their principal 
gods, the fermented liquor produced from the juice 
of the Soma plant being the principle drink of the 
ancient Hindus. An entire IMandala of tlie 
Wa consisting of H-i lymns viz., Ah. p i.s, with 
the exception of one hj-mn, devoted to the prai.se 
of Soma. In hymn w. S, ^ of tliat Mandala the god 
Soma is called the Father of the Holy hymn.s, (Rig 
Veda) and of Earth, Heaven, Agni, Sun, and of 
Vishnu, and is described as the Brahman of the gods. 
There are also constand references to it in the other 
Mandalas. In the Rig Veda Samhita a hymn 
occurs which showa that wine was kept in leather 
bottles and freely sold to all comers. Aftcrwatds 
the use of wine was prohibited, and Manu orders 
that molten lead ii to be poured down the throat 
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of tlic wine seller who is an out-castc to-da 3 ^ yiifor- 
lunalely for Bengal, il has become the centre ‘of 
Tantric rites, and therefore high caste Bengalees 
consume more Hcpior than sijnilar people in other 
parLs of India, where no Brahmin would tolerate 
it. Buddhists do not allow the nsc of wine as 
Buddha includes the avoidance of wine in one of 
the Noble Kigbtfold Paths (Arya Dliarma of Dharma- 

/ ***** ,s* 

The strict M.ahomedans have not onlj* 
tabooed wine but thev abstain from coffee and 
tobacco tiumgh iiK'st Mabomedans take coffee and 
smoke tobacco. Tiic same is the c.asc with 
opium, wliich the more rigid Mabomedans do 
not take. 

1'. Games of chance, statues .and lotteries arc 
prohiiiitcd bv tbe Koran in the same p.a.ssagcs and 
for the same reasons as wine, 67/. 2 r. -’/<?, 67/. 5 
OJ.r; j. Chess is almost the onlj* game which the 
Mahomedan doctors allow to believers as lawful, 
because there is more of skill than of chance in it 
But still some strict M.ahomedans prohibit it. It 
appears that this game w.is recently introduced into 
.•\ra])ia and not long before iJito Persia wliithcr it 
was first brought from India in the reign of Khosru 
Nushirwan at about the lime of Mahomed’s birth. 
Sale says that chess w.as invented in the time of 
Justinian, but I believe he is wrong as it was inven- 
ted in India. Christian monks for sometime were 
not allowed even chess, and as to Jews thc}' also 
highly disapprove gaming, gamesters being severely 
censured in the Talmud and their testimony declared 
invalid. In India gaming with dice was verv 
common and is still common. Tliis brought about 

M 
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the. war of 'Kurukslicitra and the decimation , of the 
wjarrior caste, hut it appears that, some people con- 
demned gaming, vide lO Rig. Veda 34, which con- 
demns gaming with dice. 

10. Mahomed prohibits usury, Cit. 2 v, 2 ^ 6 , Ch. 
J v, 12 $^ following the Jews who were strictly prohi- 
bited from taking any usury amongst themselves 
though allowed to do so' in their dealings with people 
of a different religion, 25 Lev. 36-37, 23 Dent 19, 
2 d, 18 EzeL 8 , 13, 17. This prohibition of usury 
among the Jews is not followed by them. They 
began to practise it during their Captivity arid 
they are reputed to be the most usurious people. 
The Egyptians could not demand any interest 
exceeding the principal. The Hindu law was simi- 
lar, and the law of Damdupat is still followed by 
some courts in British India. As regards the 
Christians, although they show lip loyalty to the 
Pentateuch and the rest of the Bible, they never 
pretend to follow the prohibition of usury in the 
Bible, and are always investing their money at 
interest But the Mahomedans are vety strict in 
this respect. They rarely lend at interest What- 
ever spare money they have must be kept in a chest 
or invested in business. They will not deposit in a 
bank for safe custody as banks allow interest Now if a 
man has a large amount of money in his chest he 
will either invest it in lands or trade, or spend it, lest 
the money be stolen by thieves, and if a • Mahomedan 
does not like the trouble of managing a big estate or 
looking after a business, he spends the money after 
luxuries. This is the causA of the poverty of the 
Mahomedans as compared with the Hindus. 

11. As to meat Mahomed follows very nearly 
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ihc Jcwisli law (wccpt lhal hcsitlcs llic flesh of^soyic 
anijiials and birds jnetilioncd in 7/ Lrr, tlic flcsli 
of the cunel, whicli is prohibited anioiiir the Jews, 
7/ /,••:•. is not ])rohibitcd anionij llie Moslems, 
Koran /0^\ T//. 5 (7/. 6 v. nS. The 

Jews and the Hindus a.erce in this respect, as llie 
camel is the otily ruminant whose flesh may not be 
takcji by the Hindtts. Mann Ch.$v.iS. Accordini:’' 
to Medhatilhy, iuie of the best commentators of 
^^ann. this verse allows the Hindus to cat beef. In 
fact beef was lawful fond of the Hindus from before 
the \*edic times, and it was ojily at a much later date 
that the slaughter of kino was ))rohibitcd and the 
cow relei*ated t<’ the position of a divinity. It 
.appears that since the time of Mahabharala the meat 
of the cow became unlawful food. The whole subject 
is very ably dealt with by the late Raja Rajcndra 
Lai Mitra itt his ItuL^ . lrvit>i<, Chaf'tff on JSeef in 
.Inci^n! Jniia. The Jews burnt most of the fat of 
the sacrifleed animals and thus wasted it, / Ltv. P, /.?, 
17 . J Lfv. 3. •/ r-A. •/ Lr.'. S-u but the Hindus and 
Mahomedatis never do so. The Jews and orthodox 
Hindus will not eat the flesh of any animal wliicli 
has not been .sacrificed in the name of God or an 
idol, and the Mahomednns like the Hindus and the 
Jews do not take the meat of anjf animal which lias 
not been sacrificed in the name of God. Koran C/t. 
5 V. •/. C/i. G IIS, 121. Ch. 22 v. 37. Ch. 2 v. 168, 
Ch. 16 V. II6. Wliy this dedication of the sacrifice 
to God or idol I fail to understand. All food comes 
from God, then wh}' dedicate the animal to God 
and not dedicate the fish and the vegetables to*Him? 
Mahomed says that, the flesh or blood cannot re^ich 
God “but piety on your part rcachcth Him”. Ch. 
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22^ 38. Wh 3 " this unnecessar}" piety? Hindus 
are logical in this respect and the Christians too. 
Before putting a morsel of food into their inoutli 
the}’- recite some mantra or words of grace as thanks- 
giving to God or some idol. But the Koran is silent 
as to this matter. The Hindus believe that the idol 
partakes of the flesh of the victim and the}* eat the 
prosad, the remnant This shews that the Hindus 
are more logical and practical, but the Koranic 
explantion is useless. The Jews believe that if the}’- 
eat part of the sacrifice there is communion witli 
God and the eater. Among the Hindus “the sacrifice 
is as the means of obtaining power over this and 
the other world, over visible as well as imdsible 
beings, animate as well as inanimate creatures”. 
Dr. Hau£s Introdvction to Aiicreya Bra/imana pp. 
73“ 74. The sacrifice brings about tlie fructification 
of desires and this world was created as the result 
of sacrifice performed b}’- God. The human 
sacrifice was performed for the attainment of supre- 
macy over all created beings. The Jews were 
ordered to sacrifice to God. God ordered Abraham 
to sacrifice his son Isaac to Him. The Jews were 
very fond of sacrifice. It is stated that on the occa- 
sion of the dedication of the Temple, Solomon 
sacrificed 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. 7 {2 
C/iro) 5. The Christians also believe that blood 
purges evei 3 ^thing. St Paul says in 9 Hebretas 22 
that “almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood ; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission”. And they regard tlie crucifixion of 
Christ* as the ^eatest sacrifice and his blood will 
sa^■e mankind from the effects of the Original Sin. 

12. As regards other animals -and birds, the 
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NJ - .ivi' t.iuv.i’*' t'» .t.'.hM p uk, lilco liu* Jt-u-.s, 
. 1 ' :. 6 //.s', // Lr; */, As 

;;:r Ij.u.* <»»! it l<i lijc lt;v.-.s oil 

• •* 

!;;r I'j,.; ;; r*3!'-.v- {;ic nui, // /,r:'. 0. /■/ />;//. 

I ;:! '.hr !.!< ; ;■ !h;'. aijjjn;)! is no! n niminnnt. 

o;;: a ‘.vim:ij; ica'-on in (lod’.s 

;5r>,* lirOi’; aiO".* of ;*nolojjy. Tlu* 

h.:^u' ’’.iM; <>i c ■p.-'.in'iy ;n«>viiH' its jaws 

‘.il. inv'f ! M. wiin has pul this 

;i!' a ^ isr.ul. It wnijl do to say 

tV.r.t !*:;< V. t;;'- H'*h;r‘,v !r\t If.iilslatffi as iiarc 

. • ;;;r . t*:r: t;u- Hirhrcw word 

; ■ 3 .,;r ‘hr a- thr p;c;fni wnrd for it i:i llic 



S.’. '>;:’y Mah' uudau'; hut Jews. Hindus 

..u ! C!:; , /o ,/./>. //. // .7(/‘. ,'S Ahr,:r: 

</■., , f ..h:;t<r driuliiu}*. the blood of 

;,u:;u..'-, (•; t'o- ::^ h <«s au.y animal whii’]» dies of 
•t- -‘.s' ' ; :• bhlr.! by .iu 'the;' animal and so cannot 
hr I;;!!- d by m.-u. S • the injunction to avoiti such 
nn-.it'- i- ' -mnnin ’•» ail xivilircd j)eoj)le. As to 
It-.nldhi- . nir.it <•: as: animals is nroliibiicd to them, 
bn: i n:j hr: i.in s that - om-r Ihuidhists cal the flesh 
of dra.i ..niniah, and J »r. Waddell in his wt>r}: on 
'.hr /{'./r l’:;; >: i f saVS that tile I^aUias 

hill in'- Tilihrt.in ov called yah and take its flesh. 

1 A-: leyaidis jish, Mttsleiiis arc allowed to eat 

the n-;h 'd the ; ea or the river. Oh S 07. They 
theirf.ce av.iid the tort<Mse, turtle, and the oyster and 
■ trict Moslems aviiid the shrimp, as these fishes, not 
haviuj' any lioiiy strucluiv, are iiiverlebralcs like 
woriiv'. * 

1.'), As rcjtards civil matters Mahomed hep;an 
to Icjjislate after his I'lii»hl. The thief had to lose 
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Ills right hand Ch. 5 v. 42. The whore and whore- 
monger were to get a hundred stripes Ch. 24 v. 2, 
but in another place, the punishment is stated to 
consist of. being shut up in a room till death relieves 
the woman Ch. 4 v. ig. As for adultery the punish- 
ment is stoning. This- punishment for adultery is 
taken .probably from the Jews, 20 Lev. 10 ^ 20 Deni. 
22 ^ In fact all ancient people often punished 
adultery with death. In modern times the punish- 
ment is very slight In India the man is punished 
with imprisonment and fine and the woman is not 
punished, whereas in Kurope or America there is no 
punishment for either party, only the man has to pay 
damages to the injured husband. The death penalty 
for the adulteress was the law since the institution 
of marriage.. The oldest extant code of law on earth, 
the .Code of Hammurabi, composed in 2000 B. C. 
section punished the adulterer and the adulteress 
with death and orders f section 15 3) the murderess of 
the husband to be impaled, vide the code of Ham- 
murabi in First of Empires^ Ch. 8: The laws of 
the Koran are also very strict. Besides the law 
for the punishment of the thief and the adulteress, 
there is a general law for all offences. It is called 
Lex talionis “life for life, an eye for an eye,, etc.,” Clu 
5 v. 49^ taken from 21 Ex. 23-27. 

16. The Koran legislated regarding mamage, 
divorce, .inheritance and other civil matters, but they 
are to be found in any book on Mahomedan law, 
and form no part of religion strictly so called. It is 
enough to state, that the believer can marry up to four 
wives and possess as “many slaves as his right hand 
may possess” Ch. 4 3, ^^ut in. the case of Mahomed 

God allowed him a special • privilege. He could 
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ev^y ^countr^* in the world that a man onl\* conld 
divorce Tiis wife hut the wife eould not divorce her 
husband except for .crudU* and misconducL Only 
among Buddhists the right to divorce wus mutual. In 
England, after the Great War, men and women have 
been placed on an equality in the matter of divorce. 
According to the !Mahomedan law the husband can 
at an}* time divorce his wife without assigning an}* 
reason. The fact is that at the time when ^lahomed 
promulgated his laws no one ever dreamt of equally* 
between the sexes. People say that jMahomedanism 
is a democratic religion. To a great extent it is. But 
as regards the tu*o sexes, Mahomed makes great dis- 
tinction between them. As already stated the wife 
cannot divorce her husband but the husband can 
divorce his wife at his sweet will, and as regards in- 
heritance a brother always gets a share double of that 
of the -sister. Another defect in the ^lahomedan law 
is that as regards inheritance the law makes no dis- 
tinction between the children of a married wife and 
those of a slave girl or a concubine. This is opposed 
to all systems of law prevailing in civilized countries. 
The worst part of the thing is that the laws laid 
down in the Koran are like those of the IMedes and 
Persians, unchangeable, for the very simple reason 
that they are contained in a book written by God 
before the creation of the world, and so no human 
being has a right to reverse or alter the laws of 
God. All nations on earth excepting the Moslems 
have changed their laws and their calendar, but 
Mahomedans have not been able to alter them. There- 
fore the laws of the Koran, civil . and criminal, are 
still ih force in eveiy Mahomedan country. In 
India the personal law of the Mahomedans regard- 
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ing marriage, divorce, inlicritaiicc, and gift is;;still 
in force, but the British Indian Govenimcnt* does 
not allow the Mahomedan criminal law to prevail 
in India and therefore a thief’s right hand is not cut 
nor an adulteress put to death. Under European 
ijiflnencc Turkey and Egypt have introduced manj' 
changes in their laws and customs which arc opposed 
to the Koran. Eor instance Turkey has introduced 
the Gregorian calendar and abolished the lunar 
calendar which God had established in the Koran, but 
the rest of the Mohaniedan countries arc still ver}* ortho- 
dox and arc opposed to any change in the law. laid down 
by the Koran. Half a centnry ago a Mahomedan 
convert to Christianity was executed in Constantinople 
by order of Sultan Abdul Hamid notwithstanding 
the protest of the British ambassador, as apostac^* is a 
capital ofTence Ch. •/. r. p/. Christians could- be 
forced or persuaded to be Mahomedans apd' the 
Mahomedans arc alwaj-s trying to convert other peo- 
ple into their religion. These converts were gladly 
taken by Mahomed into his fold. Therefore one fails 
to see wh}- an apostate Christian would be welcomed 
and an apostate Mohomedan put to death. .• ; 

18. Whatever one might say about the Mahome- 
dan law of inheritance, it is far better than the Hindu 
law on the subject, whether prevailing in Bengal, 
where, the sons exclude ever3' bod}' else and.no female, 
except the widow or daughter can ever inherit any 
property, or in the Benares School where the brother 
living in commensality excludes everybody, except 
the sons. The Koran distributes the property among 
the widows and children, male and female,, though 
the son gets a double share of that of tlie daughter. 
But no near female relative is ever excluded. In this 
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lespecl the Bengal school of law is the ' Avorst 
oflfehder* It excludes the sisteiv the son’s daughter 
and. all females except the Avidow and the ' married 
daughter ' or . a AvidoAA'ed. ‘ daughter having '■ sons, so 
that a sonle^ AvidoAv cannot inherit, fortunately 
the -legislature has altered the laA\' on this subject 
and has . admitted the right of these females. But 
that Avas about half a dozen years ago. But Mahomed- 
has made a great omission in his legislation. 
BA-er}' system of Iuaa* lays down the rule of succession 
to the king. ^lahomed is absolutely silent on this 
subject. In his d 5 ung moments he ordered a small 
debt to be repaid and offered praj^ers to God, so that 
he AA'as in full possession of his senses up to the last 
moment, aiid AA^as conscious of. his approaching end. 
Still he did not nominate his successor, nor la}^ down 
any rule regarding succession to the Caliphate, the 
result -being that his : second, third and fourth 
successors, Omar, Othman and Ali fell victims to the 
dagger of the assassin, and of the tw'O sons of Ali, 
the first, Hassan aa'Ss poisoned, and the second, 
Hossein, lost his life at the battle of Kerbela after 
terrible sufferings, Avhich eA^ent is commemorated 
UAferyyear by all Mahomedans specially theShias. 
This omission of Mahomed has caused many thousands 
of tons of blood to be spilled for possession of the 
throne, as here the only rule of succession to the 
throne is Might is Right 

19. Jesus is absolutely silent about slaver 3 ^ 
Paulis also silent He only sent a fugitfee slave 
•to his master with a letter of recommendation for 
mercy,' ' But Mahomed has legalised 

•^ayeiy. Prtsoners of Avar, as previously stated, are 
^ be killed br-‘ made' slaves. A- Mahdmedan can 
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have 4 wives onl}^, but he can have union with any.' 
number of his. slaves which the Koran saiicltions;. 
Ch. 4 V. :j, -No; doubt a Mahomedan is not permitted' 
to commit ra,pe upon his slave. Why should slaver5^ 
be allowed at all ? The fact is formerly no one. 
thought that slaveiy was a bad institution and 
Christians fought to uphold slaver}^ in the sixties of 
the last centur 3 ^ Mahomed says that if a slavel 
is manumitted and he asks for a deed of manumission;: 
then give him one and give him also a portion of 
j'our wealth to start life, C//. 24 v. 33. In the same 
verse he saj's force not 3 'our female slaves, but if 
you do, God will be forgiving arid merciful to them, 
but he does not say what punishment will overtake . 
the wrong doer. That slavery is a bad iristitution. 
will be admitted by all, though civilized America, 
had a terrible Civil War over it in the sixties of the . 
last century. But one form of slavery will exist for 
ever, in the form of sweating labour and exploitation . 
of the weak. Now slaver 3 ' is nearly abolished in 
all civilized countries including Mahomedan countries. 
But having Mahomedan slaves as concubines is, 
morall 3 ’- still worse, as one can have any number 
of them for his own use, Ch. 4 v. j. Gibbon sa 3 >s. 
that “the seraglio of Caliph Abdulrahaman, his. wives, 
concubines and. black eunchs, amourited to 6, 300’ 
persons,”. Ch. 52^ .Vol. 10, p. 38^ and evety -big 
Mahomedan potentate had a big seraglio of wives 
and concubines, generally slaves, and in Ch,4v, j, 
Mahoriied allowed four wives and unlimited number- 
of slaves to each faithful. 

20. Mahomedaris are all circumcised. The;Korari 
does not mention this word but as the Arabs were; 
circumcised, ‘ the Mahomedans follow ■ • their! example. 
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The Arabs got this practice ifoDi the Jews,: who." 
adoptedtvit' during • their long, sojourn; in' Egypt, .where 
thiSitite- was practised.: . It .forms no part: of a- religious 
i^e .amdng the -MahomedanS, it is- only a custom. 
< foil-owed by theni. ■ But it was a religious rite among; 
the Jews as Ahraham . was - ordered by. God to 
practise it, 17i ' Gen. .9-14^ this being the condition; 
imposed by God for His; covenant to Abraham and' 
his.seed for ever that', they . would possess all: the land' 
oil Gahaan,- a promise which has been frustrated b}^: 
Sargon, Nebuchadnezzar, and successive conquerors. 
In fact since the', conquest of Palestine by. them up 
to. 'date . no descendant, of Abraham, excepting the 
Maccabees, ever ruled in Palestine, and -their 'dynasty 
lasted only. a century. Herod’s family no doubt 
ruled .'o.ver.' Judea for some time but they were hot 
of '. the .seed of Abraham, his ahcestors being. 
Idhmean converts, to Judaism and they were satraps . 
appointed by Rome. • t 

:..2T. 'The above explains why. the Jews always 
obs^e the ceremony. ■ Abraham was ordered to 
circumcise' every male child on the eighth da}^, and 
so Jesus was. circumcised on the eighth day, 2 L. 21. 
After- his death a dispute arose as to whether the 
uncifcumcised"Gentiles could be baptised and brought 
into-the fold of Christians,, /y Acts. i -6 and after a 
long and ’heated ' discussion, 15 • Acts, y-5/, it was 
decided that no circumcision was necessary in the 
case of the Gentiles but that they should abstain from 
meat' offered' to idols, blood, things strangled and 
fornication, 15 Acts. 22 - 2 g.. Now the Jews and 
Mahomedans .'are .the only people in .the world who 
are circumHsed. 



; r.'.' Mahomed” had.' .two: remarkable’ .theories • 



ICO 


Chap; 3.] hiahomkb’s privCUpts. 

about the birtli and death of Jesus. As regards 
Christ’s birth, lie sa3’S in Ch. iQv.iO el scCj, ihat 
Christ’s birtli was immaculate, a miracle broiiglit about 
by the angel Gabriel, whom God had sent as a 
messenger to Marj'. T!'he Mahoincdans, according 
to Sale, '"say that Gabriel blew into the bosom of her 
shift which he opened with his fingers and his breath 
reaching her womb caused conception ‘'into whose 
womb we breathed of our spirit,” Ch. 21 7'. p/, Ch. 66 
V. 12. If anj' man can introduce air into the womb 
of a woman her death will be instantaneous but it 
was otherwise in hlary’s case as it was all a miracle. 
The evangelists are silent as to how Mar}^ conceived, 
but the Mahomedans have supplied the omission. 
As this event was a miracle, an act of God himself, 
we cannot go behind it and deu}' the occurrence. As 
to whether miracles can happen I must refer the 
reader to Hume’s celebrated Essajf on Miracles and 
the works of Leckey and Wallace, and if the reader 
so condescends, he can read the chapter on Miracles 
in. 1113'^ work on Chrkiianiiy. But though Mahomed,- 
like ■ all ancients, believed in miracles, he himself 
refused -to perform any miracle, Ch. 3 vs, /^p-/So, 
alleging as a ground for refusal that previous apostles 
who had performed miracles were called liars. 

23 . As to the crucifixion of Jesus, Mahomed 
says something strange. He sa3rs that the real Christ 
was not crucified but his substitute was, Ch. 4 v. 156. 
But we find - a contrary verse, Ck. 3 v. 4S. However 
the. first verse obviates the necessit5^ of explaining 
his. resurrection. This is a new theor3r, not confirmed 
by ; any Christian, or heathen writer and, perhaps 
copied from. 'some apocryphal gospel. Perhaps the 
best: explanation would have -been that Jesus’ was- 
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not in *facf . dead, and was revived. This is not an 
iraplol^able. event, as Josephus, in vita ■ 75 , relates- 
that he. once met several prisoners who had been 
crucified and . as ' he perceived three acquaintances 
among them, he begged of Titus to give them to- 
him. Thejf were accordingly immediate!}' removed 
and carefully attended to and one was actuall}' saved, 
but the other two could not be revived. On this 
matter I refer the reader to the wonderful stor}' of 
Sadhu Haridas, who was at his request buried alive 
by Ranjit Singh, the Lion of the Panjab, was taken 
out of the walled up and floored sepulchre after fort}' 
days and was revived and all this took place in the 
presence of Ranjit Singh. This stoiy is graphical!}' 
described by an Englishman, resident in his court, 
and the reader will find it in pao-c i21 of my book on 
ChrisiianUy. 

24 . Mahomed was often asked to show .a sign 
that he was a prophet He declined to show any 
miracle saying that the showing of miracles is useless, 
as formerly apostles came with miracles, still they 
were put to death Ch. J vs. lygSo.^ Ch. ly v-6i. 
This goes to the credit of Mahomed. Christ in one 
place refused to show any miracle, 12 Mat. 3^-40^ 
j6 Mat. 4^11 L. 2g, but at the same time he restored 
a withered hand 12 Mat. g-fj, and Christ’s dmnity 
depends upon his working miracles, but Mahomed 
never claimed divinity. He called himself an illiterate 
prophet, a mere man. C//. y v. 15S. The greatest 
miracle of Jesus was his Resurrection but ^lahomed 
denies it He says that Jesus was never crucified, 
but a substitute of his was. Ch. 4 v. i $6. So the 
question of the Resurrection of Jesus does not arise 
according to Mahomed. . But. though ■ hlahomed 
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refused to work anv miracle his followci's have 

atl:'ii)ntcd several miracles to him. They affirm lliat 

trees went forth to meet him that he was saluted bj' 

stones; that water Kushed from hi.s fingers ; that he 

fed the hunv.rv, cuicd the sick, and raised the dead ; 

that a hc.am j^ro-aned to him : that a camel complained 

to him : ili.ai a shoulder of mutton informed him of 

its heini^ poisoned ; and that both animate and 

inanimate nature were equally subject to the 

apt'silc of (lod. llisdteamof a nocturnal journe}- is 

seriouslv e.escribed as a real event. Amvslc- 
• ^ 

lions animal, the Ilttrak. conveyed him from 
the tenipie «»! Mecca to that of Jcnisalcm : with hi.s 
conrpatiion Oahriei, he successively ascended the 
seven heavens, and tcceivcd and repaid the salutations 
of the patri.areijs. the projihcts, and the angels, in their 
respective mansions. Ikyond the seventh heaven, 
Mahomed alone was jiermitlcd to proceed ; he passed 
the veil of unity, apjiroachcd within two bow-shots 
of the throne, and fell a cold that pierced him to the 
heart, when his siiouldcr was touched by the hand 
of God, A ftcr this familiar though important con- 
versation, he again descended to Jerusalem, remuonted 
the llorak returned to Mecca, and performed in the tenth 
part of a night the journc}’ of many thousand years. 
According to another legend, the a])OStlc confounded 
in a national assembly the malicious cballcngc of the 
Korcish. His resistless word split asunder the orb of the 
moon: the obedient planet stooped from her station in 
the sky, accomplished the .seven revolutions round the 
Caaba, saluted jMahonicd in the Arabian tongue, and 
suddeiil3’ contracting her dimensions, entered at the 
collar, and issued forth through the sleeve of his shirt 
Gibbon Ch. 50, Vol. Q, lip.aCj, g. Jesus at first declined 
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to show a sign, 12 16 Mat.. 4 ,. 11 L. 2 g, but 

the afterwards relented and performed thirt}^ five.; 
miracles, including the- raising of .Lazarus, who was: 
buried- in the grave four 'da 3 ^s. After his death- 
Jesus rose from the grave, and some 3 ^ears after he 
met Saul, now called Paul, at Damascus and conver- 
ted him to his faith. Christian saints are said to 
have performed many miracles, and to crown all, 
their relics, even their bones, got credit for perfoming' 
miracles. Fortunatel 3 ^ we do not hear of miracles 
now. (I have dealt with Christ’s miracles in Chapter 
S pp. Sg-io^ of my book on Christianity.) . . 

25'. The Koran sa 3 's that the earth, sun; moon 
arid stars and all living- creatures were created in 6 
days, Ch. 50 v. 37, Ch. 25 v. 60, Ch. 41 vs. S-11, Ch. 
11 V, 9, and that Adam was the first man created. A 
day was one thousand years long, Ch. 22 v. 46 . All 
this was taken from the Old Testament from which 
the Koran has taken many stories. Now, modern 
science has disproved the story of the Bible regard- 
ing creatiori in six days and that Adam was our 
first progenitor. The sun, moon, stars and the earth 
were gradually evolved from nebulous matter. The 
earth, moon and other planets were at one time 
incandescent. They have taken millions of years to 
cool and become solid bodies as they, now are. So. 
the earth, as it is, was not created in six days. If 
Adam had been created when the earth got its 
separate existence, Adam and all other living beings 
would have been reduced to gas by the intense heat 
of the earth as it was in the beginning', at least 10,000^ 
hot, a remnant of which -heat still exists in the interior 
of the earth which throws out ' hot lava from .volcanoes. 
The* fact is that Mahomed \vas born long .before 
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Laplace wrote his treatise on the Celestial Heavens. 
I do not attach aii}' blame to hlahomed. He got his 
tlieoiy of creation from the Bible written by the 
illiterate Moses who, like the other ancients, had no 
knowledge of the law of vortex motion and other laws 
of motion and who had no idea of the existence of the 
nebulous matter discernible b}’^ the subsequently dis- 
covered telescope. Manj* ancient writers have attemp- 
ted to describe the method of creation. The}^ have 
assumed that the universe came into existence b}' 
the fiat of the Supreme Being. Most of the Upani- 
shads, all the Puranas and other religious books of 
the Hindus describe how the universe came into 
existence. According to them it took a long time to 
create everything that exists. Their account of 
creation is more philosophic, and, if I may say so, 
more consonant to reason than the stor}* of Moses. I 
do not wish to go fully into the autheneit 3 ’',of the 
books of ^kloses. Most modern scholars including 
man 3 ' devout Christians now admit that the books of 
Closes were not in existence in Solomon’s time and 
those books were written b 3 ’^ at least four persons who 
are called for brevit 3 '’s sake J. B. P. and D which 
letters stand for the words Jehovist, Elohist, Priest 
and Dcuteronomist. So the so-called books of Moses 
were not written b 3 ’’ Moses. One of them at least, 
if not all, was accidenlalL* discovered by Hilkiah, the 
High Priest of Solomon’s temple while the temple 
was being repaired. This discovery was made accord- 
ing to the Bible itself in the ISth 3 ’ear of the reign 
of king Josiah which corresponds to 621 B. C. 22 
(2 K) S and 34 {2 Cfi) 14. Thus the legend of the 
authorship of Moses who is said to have brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt in the 13th or Ulth century 
o 
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B. C. lias not any basis of truth and Mahomed is 

t 

not to be blamed for assuming the con-ectness of the 
Bible story. I do not blame Mahomed for that, as 
before the ** nineteenth century there -was practical!}’' 
no dispute about the genuineness of the Pentateuch, 
and every devout Christian took every statement in 
those books as gospel truth. Mahomed’s only fault 
was to write about .matters which are beyond the 
capacity of any human being to know or to under- 
stand*. Ido not wish to tax the reader’s patience by 
goiiig fully into the question of the genuineness of 
.tlie Pentateuch. Suffice it to say that Bishop Gore’s 
•commentary on the Scripture published in 1928, a work 
written by dhdnes, supports my theory. Vzde pt. 1 pp. 
22-36, art: Introduction to the criticism of the 
Pentateuch. See also Religions Systems of the World 
pp. 42-43, art : Ancient Judaism^ BradlaugKs article 
on Mfln, Where and Hoxv in the Freethinkers’ Book, 
Encyclopaedia Britanica 14tJi Edn. art : Bible. Now 
it is universally admitted that the Pentateuch is a 
forger}^ 

26. The Pentateuch exists in three languages: 
(1) Hebrew, (2) Samaritan and (3) Septuagint, the 
Septuagint being a translation of the original Hebrew 
made in the time of the second Ptolemy about 300 
B. C. These 3 versions have various readings. 
Now it is not necessat}’- to go into this matter. I 
only wish to state that the age of each generation 
of the Patriarchs given in the Bible does not agree 
in the three versions as it will appear from the 
sub-joined table : 

^ Before Generation. 

Heb. Sam. Sep. 

•Adam (I Gen. 3)4,5) ”• 
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Seth (<?,/, iV) 

• • « 

10.5 

105 

*205 

Enos (<?, /o, //) 

• • « 

90 

90 

•l9f) 

Cainan (/:?, /j, 14 ) 

• • • 

70 

70 

170 

^lahalalccl (/j, 16, 1 /) 

• • • 

05 

05 

105 

Jared (jfA’, Jp, 20 ) 

• • • 

1(52 

02 

102 

Enoch (r/, 22 ^ 2 g) 

• • • 

05 

05 

105 

hretliusclah (;?5, 26 ^ 2 /) 

• • • 

187 

07 

107 

Lamech jo, j/) 

• • • 

182 

53 

18S 

Noah {j 2 ) 

• • • 

500 

500 

500 

Added ccntuiy to Deluge ( VI/. 



■ 

IT ••• 

*■ ** • « « 

• • • 

100 

100 

100 

Date of Deluge 

• • • 

105C 

1307 

2242 

These totals show the 

exact period of 

the 

Noachian Deluge after the 

creation of Adam 

and 


arc exactly agreed with by Samuel Sharpe, in his 
'^Trau slat ion of the Hcbrcio Scriptures” page S. The 
generations after the Deluge are : — 

Before Generation. 



Heb. 

Sam. 

Sep. 

Shem {11 Gen. fo, ri) 

2 

2 

2 

Arphaxad /j) 

135 

135 

35 

Cainan (omitted in the orthodox 
Genesis, but inserted in Duke 
///jd) 

• • • 


130 

Salah (/^, 15 ) 

30 

130 

130 

Eber { 16 ^ if) 

34 

134 

134 

Peleg (/(?, jg) 

30 

130 

130 

Reu ( 20 , 2 /) 

32 

132 

132 

Serug ( 22 , 2 j) 

30 

130 

130 

Nahor { 24 ^ 25 ) 

29 

79 

179 

Terah ( 2 ^, j 2 ) 

70 

70 

. 70 


From alleged date of Deluge to 
birth of Abraham 


292 .942 .1172. 


• •• * 
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making, from tke creation of Adam to the birth 
of Abraham, 1,948 years according to the authorised 
orthodox English version which follows the Hebrew, 
according to the Samaritan 2,249, and according to 
the Septuagint 3,414. As there are such material 
discrepancies, which of the figures is correct ? 
And the best thing is to reject all the stories. 
According to the Hebrew version less than 2000 
years elapsed between the creation of Adam and the 
birth of Abraham who was the 42nd ancestor of 
Jesus, 1 ^It 17, which was not a very remote event 
So these events are vei^* recent The Piltdown man, 
the Neanderthal man and the Peldn man were much 
older than Adam, which leads us to an absurdity. 

27. As regards the theor}’- of the creation of 
Adam and all animals and plants within a period of 
consecutive six da 3 '’s it appears from the discoveries 
of most of the geologists that no land animal existed 
in the beginning. There were only aquatic animals 
at first So land animals were not created in an}' one 
of the six da 3 s allotted to creation. Man 3 ' of the 
existing species of trees and herbs did not exist 
formerty. The same thing can be said of animals. 
Geolog 3 ', a recent science, has proved all these facts. 
As to the creation of the man Adam it appears from 
the Bible that this event took place only a few 
tn illpTiinTnt; before the birth of Christ. In fact accord- 
ing to 3 Luke, 81 generations elapsed behveen the 
creation of Adam and the birth of Christ Christian 
chronologists, headed by Ussher, have assigned 4000 
3 ^ears for these 81 generations but it appears from the 
discoveries of geologists that the palaeolithic man 
existed at least 300,000 3 *ears ago, and that the tertiai 3 ' 
man was . more or less, civilized. He used neolithic 
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inslvumenls and knew Uic nsc of gold. AfiLer liim 
succeeded the Bronze age, and then the Ivpn.Age. 
The use of iron was known to tlie ancient Aiyans. 
The Rig-Yeda inenlions iron forts. So the nsc of 
iron was known to the Aiyans long before the time 
of tlic Rig- Veda wliich was composed about 2500 B. C. 
Therefore the nsc of iron was known to the Aryans 
at about the time of the creation of the supposed 
Adam. Then how is it that the descendants of Adam 
living i)i Amci'ica at the time of its discovery bjr 
Cohunbns were ignorant of its use ? This shows 
that the whole story of the creation of Adam is pure 
imagination. 

28. One other matter strikes me. This universe 
was created including Adam only the other day- 
according to the Bible and the Koran. Now light 
travels at the rate of 1 8(5,000 miles per second, and it 
takes MiO, 000,00(5 years for a ray of right to reach the 
earth from the most distant stars observable 1 ) 3 ^ the 
100 inch telescope of the Mt. Wilson observatory. So 
these stars were created at least 140 millions of years 
ago to make them visible to onr C 3 ’es. This shews 
that the universe was created, if at all, rrrillrons of 
millioirs 3 'cars ago as our biggest telescopes arc inca- 
pable of observirrg the whole of the lirrrrtlcss heavens. 

29. Regarding cr'catiorr the Chandagya Upani- 
ihad sa 3 's that at first there was oirc Sirpreme Being 
and one only arrd rrothing else. He correeived the 
desire to be nran}’. First he created light (as the 
Bible says), then water, then the earth, 6-2-3 and 4. 
The Brihaf Aravyaka Upaviskad sa 3 'S that in the 
bcginniirg Brahma existed alone. He created the 
superior gods. Then he created other beings and he 
created also Justice, as there is nothing higher than 
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Justice,* I. 4 .I 4 in 1.4.17 it is said that Brahma 
being alone desired a wife. Then he Avas born i.e. he 
got children. Xhe Ai/emj'a Upaiiishads 2 iys /./. that in 
the beginning the Supreme Being, being alone, desired 
to create and then created the Avorld, 1. 1. The 
PrasnaUpanishad^ 1.4^ says that Prajapat}^ produced 
matter and spirit, and creatures thus came into exis- 
tence. The other principal Upanishad are silent as to 
the mode of creation, or as to the time occupied by it. 
The fact is that the Aryan Rishis rarely went beyond 
thmr depth. But their successors, the writers of the 
Puranas describe creation more full 3 ^ but do not limit 
the period occupied b 3 '- it They also did not go 
much be 3 ^ond their depth. 

30. All the Puranas, theotretically 18 in number 
but really 19 give some description of the creation 
of the world, how God created Brahma Avho floated 
on the endless waters and afterwards everything 
began to be evolved out of his egg. But all 
the Aiyan writers assign a long time to creation and 
describe the gradual evolution of the world. The 3 '^ 
never assign an 3 >' period to it, much less six da 3 ^s. 
It may be argued that six days might mean six long 
cycles. But each da 3 >' is described in the Bible as 
beginning in the evening and ending the next evening, 
the exact words being “ and the evening and morning 
were the first day” and so on of each day. 1 Gen. vs. 
5, S, 13^ 19, 23, 31. This shows that neither the 
Koran nor the Bible was the Avork of God who could 
not have shoAvn such gross ignorance of astronomy 
and geology and Avho, ex hypothesi, knew how he 
created the Avorlds and what time He took to finish 
his work. 

31. * In the. Ko rank account of the creation of 
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man liiuv; ? The lljjuln Sc;ip'uro.': slu-w 
inlclliKcncc in ihis mailer. ,'\cv.)rnin;,: Vo ihvm there 
will he eveke; of nniverrnl tlcslvneiicm and Mihr-equcnl 
re-crcalioii!; u] the \miversc which will keep (»ou 
always busy. Mahomed also j)rnciically says the same 
thinjf. He says that God never sleej)S nor slumhcrs, 
67/. - 


od. A1 C>a/.;ily says thal God and ilic Koran are 
eternal. Tlie Mulazelilc.s are oi a ditVerenl upijuon. 
Tliey cannot conceive how two ctcrjial ihinv^s can co- 
exist. The simple answer to ii is that Christians 
believe that three llcinivs have been co-exi.slinj*- from 
eternity, the I'.ither, the Son and the Iloly (Hiost. 
However we need not discuss this question. IJut one 
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thing strikes me. CL 85 vs. 21-22 sa.y “It is a 
glorious Koran, written on the preserved Table'’. 
So none but God could write it^ as the world had 
not been created then and the Koran is explicit upon 
this point CL 78 vs. 28-29. “And they gave the 
lie to our signs, charging them with falsehood. But 
we noted and wrote down all.” See also CL j v. 
177. Now if God be the writer of the Koran, it is 
very strange that He should tell Mahomed that if 
people say “He hath devised it himself, say then 
bring a sura like it and call on whom ye. can beside 
God, if ye speaketh truth.” CL lO v. 39. Why 
should God offer a challenge to produce a similar 
chapter ? This is derogatory* to the dignity of God. 
Of asimilar import are CL ii v. r6, almost exactly^ 
in the same words, and CL 52 vs. 34-35, CL 2 v. 21. 
It is incomprehensible why God should descend on 
the arena and challenge all competitors to produce 
a similar sura. This challenge of God was accepted 
by Nadir who produced a poem regarding the 
Persian kings and published it. Mahomed produced 
a verse ( Ch. 31 v. 5 ) condemning this poem, and 
predicting a shameful punishment for him, and when 
Nadir was taken prisoner at the battle of Beder, 
Mahomed refused to ransom him and he was put to 
death. This stopped all competition, as the punish- 
ment for this boldness was death. 

34. Mahomed nowhere says that the Koran is 
co-eternal with God, but this was the doctrine of-Al 
Gazaly. Mahomed simply say*s that the Koran w*as 
“written on the preserved table,” CJi. 85 v. 22. If 
it was written by any one it must have been by* God 
as He was the only Being then in existence. How 
A1 Gazaly’^ said that the written Koran which is lying 
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on the j)rc.scrvccl Inble has been existing from eternity 
is a thing which passes one’s comprehension. Then 
who wrote it and who made the table and who kept 
it there ? So A 1 Ga/al^'s thcor\' must be wrong and 
the Mnlar.ilas arc right. The Book of man’s fate 
is CNjircssly declared in the Koran to be in the hand- 
writing of God, C/i.7Sv‘2Q, "we noted and wrote down 
all." So if the Book of Bate and of God's decrees could 
be written by God what is there to prevent His writing 
the Koran ? l*urther there was none else to write 
the Koran but God. So much for the theory that 
God wrote the Koran and kept it on the preserved 
table. Now comes the question as to when he wrote 
it. Did he write it before creation or long after it. 
We find in it many things taken from the Bible and 
from a Persian source and the Talmud. It might 
be said that these things existed in the original Koran, 
and they being all facts pre-ordained from eternit}', 
anj’ agreement between the Koran and other writ- 
injrs may not matter, though this argument will be 
deemed highly strained. But what reply can be 
given to the fact that the Koran expressly mentions 
the Psalm and quotes from it ? In C/i. 2i io$ 
we find these words : “And now, since the Law was 
given, have we written in the Psalms that my ser- 
vants the rightcou.s shall inherit the earth.’" This 
quotation is from 20 of Psalm J 7 , a Psalm of 
David. God here exprc-ssl}- refers to this Psalm of 
David. How can we believe that God anticipated 
these very words of David, instead of believing that 
Mahomed, and not God, quoted from the Psalm ? 
Excepting Mahomed’s assertion that God wVotc the 
Koran, an assertion not proved by any fact, jelly 
should God qxiote from a book instead of writing from 
p 
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liis ^ omniscient knowledge ? This fact and the 
previously mentioned facts about the adaptation of 
Jewish and Persian stories clearly prove that the 
iCoraiti was not written by God» If this argument 
does not hold good) then any man may quote passages 
from any book he pleases and refer to the book he 
quotes from and say that his book has been existing 
from eternity and God’s omniscient knowledge and 
the theory of predestination will save him from the 
charge of plagiarism. Further it is said that the 
Book of Fate was written by God before creation in 
which every man’s actions and fate are recorded, 
C’A i>. y, Ch. 64 v. 2 and other verses (vide Index) 
but we find that many things were written by God 
in that Book in Mahomed’s time. In Ch. 3 v. 177 
God says : “ Now hath God heard the saying of 

those who said : ‘Aye, God is poor and we are rich,’ 
We will surely write down their sayings, and their 
unjust slaughter of the prophets ; and we will say, 
Taste ye the torment of the burning’. ” Now what 
does God mean by saying "we will.”? This shows 
that these sayings were not yet recorded by God, 
but they will be recorded afterwards. So the theory 
of the Book of God having been written by God before 
creation in which every saying and every doing of eveiy 
man have been recorded is disproved by this verse. The 
fact is that Mahomed is not consistent in these and 
'Other matters. Mahomed assumed that the Koran 
and the Book of Fate were written by God and to 
support that theory his followers have invented some 
theory or other to justify their belief. But we are 
under ^no sudi necessity. We must apply the. same 
canon of proof to the Koran as we appl}^ to oth d* 
books and then decide whether the major premiss is 
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correct iiislcatl of assimnii.q; its correctness to 'start 
with and then seek arqnnicnts to su])porl it? In 
jnd.q:inp: a matter we should be absolutely just and 
be free from any kind of bias. 

3o. Mahomed says that the Koran has been 
written by (lod hut it has taken many ideas from the 
Jews and Persians. The word paradise is of Per- 
sian oriijin and the severity of the punishment in 
hell is of T.-ilmndic orip'n but the Monris of paradise 
are of Persian oripn. Dr. »Sell saj’s that Mahomed’s 
nitjhl journey to heaven described in Ch. 17 and the 
lishl of Mahomed and the sharp bridjje over hell arc 
of Pcj'sian orij^jin. Tin's niijht journey is based on the 
ascension of Artavirnh, recorded in the book of 
Arntavirah written about -IHO years before Mahomed. 
He says th.at the licjlu of Mahomed .seems to have 
been copied from the Pahlavi Minukhirad and the 
Khashita where a similar account is piven of the 
lijrht of Jamshed which pa.ssed on from j^encration to 
ijcner.ation just as the light of the Moslem legend does. 
As to the bridge over hell 67/. 6o, C/t.j; v. 2 j the 

word ‘Siral' is used for the road to hell. Sirat is 
not called a bridge in the Koran but A1 Gazali 
s.ays it is a bridge stretched over the back of hell, 
sharper than a sword, finer than a hair. The word 
‘Sirat’ is derived from the old Persian word Chinvat. 
The whole idea is taken from the Persians and the 
Jews. It is referred to in the Midrash and in the 
Dinkart where the .speaker says that he worships the 
Lord in order that he ma}’^ avoid the punishment 
of hell and may cross over Chinvat and may attain 
■ to the blessed abode. 

36. Numerous other examples have been shown 
by Dr. Sell of the same adaptation of popular legchds 
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and 'apocryphal gospels, such as among others the 
lejrcnfil of the Cave. Ch. IS vs. 18-25 and the Miraccle 
of the Table, Ch. 5 vs. 112-115. Rodwell p. ll says 
that the Old Testament was translated into Arabic 
for the first time by R. Saadis Gaon in A. D. 
900, and the New Testament in 1171 by a Coptic 
bishop. So Mahomed had to rely on tradition 
and apocryphal gospels and other stories. If 
Dr, Sell’s observations be correct then they prove 
that the Koran was not written by God, but was the 
work of Mahomed. 

37. If the Koran existed before the creation of 
the worlds and it was written b}^ God, the then sole 
existing Being, Ch. yS v. 29, in the perspicuous 
Arabic tongue, then this language must have been 
the oldest language, existing before man was created. 
Whjf God selected such a language which like other 
Shemetic languages has no vowels, and vowel points 
were invented about 400 A. D,, and Arabic characters 
were invented by Ibn Morra after the birth of 
Mahomed ? The Shemetics not having vowels used 
onl}’’ consonants and they wrote JHV for Jehovah 
in the Hebrew tongue. In every respect the best 
language on earth up to date is Sanskrit. Why did 
not God write in this language ? Next comes Greek 
which was the lingua franca of all countries border- 
ing on Arabia, and it would have been much better 
for the general understanding of the Koran if it had 
been, like the New Testament, written in the Greek 
language. The Arabic Koran had to be translated 
for other, peoples and it was first translated into 
Latin ^ in the ninth century and printed in the- 
seventeenth century. 

‘ 38. There are many verses in the'.Koran which 
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j\Iessiali, Son of l^Iary; for tlie IMessiah said, "O chil- 
dren of Israel, worship God, m 3 ’ Lord and 3 ^our Lord. 
l^Tioever shall join other Gods \\ith God, God shall 
forbid him the Garden, and his abode shall be the 
Fire; and tlie wicked shall have no helpers. The 3 ' 
surel}" are Infidels who sa 3 ’ God is the third of three: 
for there is no God but one God: and if the}’ refrain 
not' from what the}^ sa}’, a grievous chastisement 
shall light on such of them as are infidels” Qh. 5 
•vs. 76, 77. It appears that he was at pne time pleased 
udth them and at another time got offended with 
them. The Christian missionaries sa}’^ that hlahomed 
at first tried to bring these people into his fold b};^ 
sweet words, but when the}'^ proved obdurate, he 
abused them and ordered his'followers to forsake them. 
Similar!}’’ in one verse Mahomed says “let there . 
be no compulsion in religion "'Ch. 2 v. 25 ^, and in 
another place he advises his followers to fight against 
infidels until there be left the religion of one God” 
Gh. 2 - V. ISg. These inconsistencies in tlie Koran 
are perhaps due to the changing moods of hlahomed. 

40. If God be the author of the Koran, why ' 
did He send it down piecemeal to Mahomed through 
Gabriel as occasion arose, and, as we have seen, the 
verses suited his purpose ? Why did God cancel 
225 verses for giving better verses ? Could He 
not have foreseen the necessity of the abrogation 
and why did He then u’rite down the abrogated 
verses ? Why are there mistakes, such as the 
numbers of prophets being six in chapter seven and . 
seven in chapter eleven ? Why is there no methodi- 
cal arrangement in the Koran, though in point of 
■style, dic^on and rhetoric it is the best book in the 
Arabit language. Why are there no many palpable 
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the Igst question, about the nature of the soul. 
So he admitted the existence of the soul our know- 
ledge of which was limited to the senses. He no- 
where says that soul, which exists in man, but of 
which we have a limited knowledge, does not exist 
in woman. He further says that believers will go 
to heaven with their souls inside their resurrec- 
ted bodies. Then what prevents theii* wives 
going there with their souls inside their resurrec- 
ted bodies ? There is thus no foundation for 
the joke of Christian missionaries and Mahomed 
is perfectly right in saying that God alone knows 
all about the soul, but men know very little. In 
Ch. 40. V. 8. Ch. 4 V. 123y Ch. IB v. we find that 
fathers, wives and children of the righteous ones 
will go to heaven. See also Ch. 16 v.99. ' If the 
males take their souls with them, will the wives 
leave them behind for Christian missionaries to 
baptise ? Further, this taunt is most undeserved. 
Mahomed even speaks of animals being resurrected 
on the Last Day which means that their souls and 
bodies will reunite, Ch. 6 v. 38. But Christ is 
almost totally silent as to animals. He only men- 
tions the value of sparrows 10 Mat. 29^ 12 L. 6, 
and speaks of God feeding the fowls of the air, 
6 Mat. 26. So the Mahomedans can turn the tables 
on these missionaries. 

42. Mahomed was incensed against the Meccans 
and other idolaters. He preached war and vengeance 
against them and destroyed their idols and told his 
followers not to make friends with them -and the 
phrase love of man’ is not to be found in the Koran. 
But .still there are very noble sayings in the Koran. 
I cite some verses in support of my statement : Ch. 49 
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z>. I2y (avoid suspicion, do not traduce another in his 
absence), C/i. 3 t'. 128^ (master anger, forgive others), 
C/i 5 V, 35 (sla 3 ^cr of one man is slayer of man- 
kind), C//. 92 V. lS-21^ (who giveth away his subs- 
tance that he may become pure and who oflfereth 
not favoum to aii}^ one for the sake of recompense 
but onlj^ as seeking the face of his Lord the Most 
High and surclj^ in the end he shall be well content) 
Cli. 23 V. PS, (Turn aside evil with that which is 
better), C//. 2 v. 257 (Let there be no compulsion in 
religion), C/i. 50 v. 44. (Thou art not to compel them) 
C/i, 6 V. /OS, (Revile not those whom they call on 
beside God lest tlic}’’ in their ignorance despitefully 
revile Him, 22 Ex. 2S), Ch. 7 v. I5O, (Oh Lord forgive 
me and 1113 ' brother and bring us into thy mercy), 
C/t. 3 D. 129^ (implore forgiveness of 3 'our sins). Oh. 
4I vs. 34-36, (moreover, good and evil are not to be 
treated as the same thing. Turn away evil by what 
is better, and lo ! he between whom and thyself was 
cnmit 3 f, shall be as though he were a warm friend. 
But none attain to this save men steadfast in patience 
and none attain to it except the most highly favoured. 
And if an enticement from Satan entice thee, then take 
refuge in God, for He is the Hearing, the Knowing), 
Ch. 3 V. 191, (O our Lord ! forgive us then our sin, 
and hide away from us our evil deeds, and cause us to 
die with the righteous), Ch. 6 v. 153, (Do not rob the 
substance of the orphans but improve it, when giving 
judgment observe justice though a kinsman’s affair), 
Ch. 42 V. 37 (Forgiveness recommended), Ch. 10 v. 27, 
(Goodness and good acts recommended). All these 
verses the reader will find collected in the Index to the 
Koran at the end of this book under the heading 
“Precepts”. 

Q 



MAHOilSbANlSM 


iM 


[Chap. 3. 


43 . It \vill be said by the Christian that the Ser^-, 
mbh oil thfe MoUht is bettef than these verses put 
togethel". But I do libt agree with him. JeSus has 
flo doubt uttered tnanj'^ noble sayings in that Sermon. 
But it is a forgery as I have showii. in of my 
book on ChHstidniiy. Chapters three and four of 
MnHherM up to verse 24 correspond to I Mark verses 
2 id SS, then comes the Sermon in MaJtheiv Chs>. 5 to 
7, then S Mtiitheio vs. 14-16 again correspond to 1 3fatk 
29 to 34. Only 4 Mat. 75 and 8 Mat. I fy) 13 are 
added to Mark’s narrative which is very brief. The 
curious reader will find the table of corresponding 
verses ill the two gospels in the S 3 'noptic Gospels by 
J. M‘ Tompson pp. S-IO- Then I find in Gor8s Neiv 
Commentary on the Scripture pt. 3 pp. 136 to 145 that 
most of the sa 5 dngs in that Sermon were taken from 
the Old Testament For instance all the eight Beati- 
tudes in 5 Mat. 3 to 12 commencing with “the blessed 
are the poor iii spirit” are taken from Deuteronomy, 
Isaia and the Psalms. As to the Lord’s Pra 3 *er in 6 
Mt. 9-13 , 1 have discussed this matter in a previous 
page and shown that the Fatihat f Ch. 1) of Mahomed 
is better than the Lord’s Pra 3 '^er. I have discussed 
this matter about the Sermon . on the Mount in pp. 32 
to 44 of my book on Christianity to which I refer the 
reader. No doubt there are man 3 ’’ noble sa 3 Ungs 
in the gospels, but who knows which of them are 
gehuiUe and which apocryphal, and Pauhs Sermon 
in -Ghs. 12 to 15 of his Epistle to the Romans is equally 
good. But there is no precept in the .gospds equal 
to Mahomed?s sa 3 dng in Ch. 2 v. 257 “Let there, be 
ho compulsion in religion.” Though the Koran 
abrogated this verse, still it is one of the wisest 
sa 3 ings in histoiy. This reminds me of .what Con- 
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«!<»roc5 j'-aitl iti h;s .S'Cr.V// ef tar J^roj^m:!; of Jfiwtan 
/nfr/.'r,/ *i/ntj{oritc Ifi^itinic clc In loi nc sVtend 
jv",': ;ut dcla (jtj; hlc^l^;L• Ic droit d'nulrui." Law 
f !;o;jld :)ot inicrfrrc unless a tn.nn's ri^hl is invaded. 
P*u{ the iiis'.ory <»f tin* world Ims been otherwise. 
Wh.tt miseries men h.nvc siiiTcrcd for dificrcnccs of 
rTlIyion ami still suffer ? Another noble .sa^'in^j of 
Mnho'.ncd w.ns “ttun away evil with what is better” 
("f;. </:». .T./*.?;'. His j^rentcsl s.ivini;; was there is 
nn (la l but (lorl v.Ijiir Christ said “My I'athcr and 
I arc •'nc" Wltere docs Jesus s.ay ”do not 
d:ir.»: wine nr dn m** W’", twn of the worst vices in 
Christian Pius <•;»(•, and the cattse of destitution and 
cntilcrs :r.i; cry to lanijiies ? 

'*4, O.ne sinjjninr fact stril'cs me both in the 
fj '':jirir: .”.nd t!!i' Knr.m. Christ never speaks of his 
tUf'thcr. cNxcp; taujjtinfjiy when lie pr.ictically dis* 
ov.-nrd licr, .and ih'd imi rail her to liis presence wlicrc 
•die ‘'onhi m*; t.>5nr on account of the crowd, /.? JI/aA 


•'''•.v'. .? V. .I'/M'd. •'^nd all Catholics worship licr as 
divine. He .vbo never incnlions Ins father. As to 
Mahomed iie .ais'* is silent as to his parents. As 
M.ahomed w.is very yonni,'- when they died lie know 
very little of them. IJni Charisl s father was with 
iiini .at liu* tcmj)le wlicn he was twelve j'cars old 
(;» /.. -;/*•'-) Juid we do not know wlicn lie died. 
Hut as to In's motlier she w.ns present at tlic first 
pniycr Jiicctinit after Ids death (1 -</. /./). So there 
can be no justification for Jesus omitting all reference 
to his mother e.xccpt as staled above, Mahomed 
•supplies this omission. He refers to Virgin Mary 
in C/i. 3 Jf, 'f •’• 5 79^ Oh. ig ^ v. 16^ 

Ch. 21 v.gi, Ch. 66 r. i 2 , and speaks sometimes high- 
ly of her, as in the last verse. He used to say that 
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there were many perfect men but only four perfect 
women, Asia, the wife of the Pharaoh, Virgin Maiy^, 
Khadija, his first \nfe and Fatima his sur\dving 
daughter. But Jesus has never praised an}^ man or 
woman by name. 

4 ‘ 5 . The Koran was written in Arabic and 
addressed to the Meccans and Arabs, Ch. 2 vs. ig^ 14^ 
and the}’^ were ordered to believe in one God and to 
fight for His cause, to believe in resurrection and 
the other tenets of Islam and to follow the several 
injunctions of that religion. But nowhere is it said 
tliat people outside Arabia should follow or be 
compelled to follow Islam. No doubt Mahomed 
sent embassies to the kings and emperors of Ab3>’ssinia, 
Persia and of the Greek empire, inviting them to 
accept his religion but he left no injunction to his 
followers to spread his I'eligion outside Arabia, and 
it was a mere accident which enabled the Saracens to 
spread their dominion aud %rith it their religion, they 
being impelled more by want and lust of conquest 
than by a missionary’^ spirit. The Koran sa5’s that 
it is in Arabic so that the people may easily under- 
stand it, Ch. 13 V. J 7 , Ch. 4I V. 44, Ch. 43 v. 2, 
Ch, 16 V. I03, Ch. 44 V. 5 ( 5 *, Ch. 20 v. 1/2, Ch. 26 
V. igS-, Ch. Ig V. gy, Ch. 12 v. 2. If Mahomed meant 
his Koran for mankind why did he select a practically 
unknown language the characters of which were very 
recently invented by Moramer Ibn Morra, a native 
of Irak, and not Greek which was the prevalent 
language in the adjoining countries, and in which 
the apostles of Jesus, who were with tho doubtful 
exception of Luke, all Jews, thought it proper to 
write, as their books were intended for people outside 
Jtrdea? This inclines me to the belief that the 
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Koran was iiUeiulctl for the Arabs only and they 
have spread il with their conquests. I'lic, Koran 
enjoins its followers to fiqhl aqainst the infidels which 
term included Jews and Christians, 67/. 5 vs. 5 ^, yO-'/J 
with whom he had been previously friendly Ch. 2 
50 . Ilul after the lust for conquc.sl had been 
satiated the Mahoniedans never attacked any nation 
simjdy to fiqht for the cause of I.slam. These and 
other considerations le.ad one to suppo.se that 
Mahomed addressed his Koran only to his counliy- 
mcn. and he never left behind him any injunction 
to his f<dlowcis to .‘:prcad his religion outside Arabia. 
This is a nctvcl idea but I think there is .some 
substratum i»f truth in this. 



CHAPTER IV. 

OTHER CRITICISMS. 


1 . Nowhere do we find any mention in the 
Koran or the Bible of equality between the sexes. 
Regarding inheritance the woman’s share is half of 
the male’s. Women can be divorced at men’s sweet 
will, but they cannot divorce their husbands at will. 
In heaven men will get houris for their spouses but 
the Korati is silent as whether women will get in 
heaven, any spouses besides their husbands, or lead a 
lonely life for eternity. The Koran goes to the 
extreme length of saying that “ 3’‘our wives are your 
field, go in therefore to your field as yt will ”, C/i. 2 
V. 223. The Koran saj^s that men are superior to 
women and a husband can chide his refractory mfe 
and he is permitted even to scourge her, Oi. 4 v. 
58 > A man may many four women and possess 
any number of female slaves as concubines, but a 
woman has not any such pri\dlege. No doubt man 
is physically and intellectually abler than woman, 
but women are far better than men morally and 
socially. They are angels and we are devils in 
disguise. They have made this earth appear like 
heaven and we men have made a hell of it. Man 
has been fighting like dogs since he came upon the 
earth. History is composed to a great extent of the 
activities of these conquerors of mankind who 
regarded man as food for powder and we are taught 
to admire them instead of cursing them. But they 
were alP men excepting the mythical Semiramis. 
They, have all led vast armies. And what is the 
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object of an aniij^ ? It is only to kill and ta^e pri-, 
soners. How many women have ordered tbe wholesale 
massacre of prisoners of war ? Tamerlane massacred 
70,000 prisoners at Ispahan, and 90,000 at Bagdad 
and ordered the killing of 100,000 men at Delhi. 
Regarding great generals we find that Napoleon 
caused the deaths of millions of man. The last 
Emperor of German 3 ’' was the cause of innumerable 
deaths and unspeakable sufferings of men. They 
were not women, but men and we highl}?^ esteem 
the abilities of the gi-eat conquerors of the world, 
the enemies of mankind, forgetting that the}^ thought 
of tlieir men as mere food for powder, forgetting 
that men being visible and tangible gods should 
never be put to death, except in vei^' extreme cases. 
If women had not exerted their beneficent inflitence 
upon men, the world would have been much less 
happ 3 ' than it is. Plato, the spokesman of the female 
sex, thought that women will make inferior soldiers 
and public officers, and there can be no difference 
of opinion upon that point, but in matters of social 
service the 3 ^ are immeasurably superior to men. 
Further almost all strifes and cruelties practised 
upon men have been the work of the sterner sex. 
Religious wars and persecutions including the 
suppression of the several heresies in Christian 
Europe, the horrors of the Inquisition, the barbarities 
of the Negro slavey and similar outrages upon 
mankind were all the work of men and not of women. 
But so long men have been so barbarous and selfish 
that up to the last Great War the 3 ^ excluded females 
from all public offices. Up to date we have not yet 
heard of an 3 f female superior judge or magistratej an 3 '^ 
female high church dignitary or the female governor 
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of aiiy4)rovincc and still we call ourselves civilized. 
When all distinctions of race, colour, creed or sex 
will vanish, then, and not till then, will man be justi- 
fied in calling himself civilized. Europeans and 
Americans tliink that because they have much ad- 
vanced in the producti on of material comforts, and 
because they travel rapidly on laud, water or air and 
can earn large sums of mone}^, they are the chosen 
2Deople of this earth. But I ask how many people 
among them are content with their lot, and if the 
principal object of life is mental happiness, I repeat 
how many arc content with their lot, and where tliere 
is no contentment, there can be no liappiness, as 
man is alwa3's running to catch the receding golden 
cup which alwa3's eludes his grasp. Our sole object 
of existence on earth is to make ourselves happy and 
to tiy to spread happiness to all men and women, 
as far as it lies within our limited power and not to 
dominate over an3' people or section of any people, 
male or female. Lastl3' let me say that outside one’s 
home it is all strife and snatching away another’s 
food from his mouth, and the moment one leaves 
the public behind him and enters his house and is 
sun'ounded by the females he cnjo3^s real happiness, 
free from all strifes and* jealousies, and this is due 
to the jircsence of the divinU3'^ we call Woman. 

2. In connection with the equality of the sexes, 
I find that the Koran s^4 that women should always 
be veiled V'hen thqy^ appear before men, Ch. 33 
vs. 33 , 53,59. This is what Hindu women also do. 
Mahomedan women, like the Jewish women, are not 
permitted to pra3>’ in a mosque with men and the 
pur(fa system has gone so far that no respectable 
Woman can show her face to an3f one who is not 
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within the prohibited degrees of affinity and con- 
sangiiinity or go out in public, Olu 33 v. jj. In' 
Turkey, I understand' the purda has been partly 
abolished and the Egyptians are trying to follow 
the example of the Turks, but recently King Araa- 
nulla of Afganistan had to fly and leave his throne’ 
because he had among other things abolished the 
purda. Mahomedan women see their Hindu sisters 
practically abolishing the purda and they are now 
anxious to follow their example, but it seems the 
Mahoniedans arc more conservative than the Hindus. 
Many Hindu women have gone to Europe with their 
husbands but I have never heard of any such thing 
in Mahomedan society. Then there is the saying 
of Mahomed that man is superior to woman, Ch. 4 
V. 3S, which agrees with the view of Plato “men 
are superior to women in everything”. Gratis Plato 
Vol. 3 p. 68. For the edification of my Mahomedan 
brothers I give some quotations from Plato’s Republic 
which show how advanced were his views, though 
he wrote 2, 300 years ago. Gratis Plato Vol 3 p. 
67: “The Guardians will consist both of man and 
woman. The woman will receive the same training 
both musical and gymnastical as the man.” p. 6S: 
“Between women generally and men generally, in 
reference to the discharge of duties, there is no other 
difference, except that men are superior to women 
in everything ; the best women will be on a level 
only with the second best men, but they will be 

superior to all men lower than the second best 

those who are best qualified by natui*e for the office 
of Guardians, must be allotted to that office: they 
must discharge it along with the men and must be 
trained . for . it by the same education as the faen. 
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musical ..and gymnastical”. “As in •, other, 

races.wf animals,. . males and_. females, must go b.utto. 
fight .and each will .inspire.; .the. other with bravery”, 
A • “What jha.s.. been said about the male Guar- 
dians and philosophers must be understood to apply 
equally to .the female. ;We recognise no dijBference 
in this respect between the two sexes”. We ought 
to .be ashamed of our conservative ppinions about ^ 
women when wb find such ideas w.e.re written so many 
centuries, ago, and we. practically did nothing. in the 
direction indicated by Plato before, a . decade ago. 
Such is the selfish nature of man, who has never, in 
any country yet carried out Plato’s ideas and. there 
is difference between man and woman in almost all 
matters, social, legal,' and political. 

' . 3. The idea of mankind till almost the., end of 
the World. War was to keep. ^ down womankind. 
None but Plato advocated their cause before Mill, , or 
rather .his wife, wrote his treatise on the Subjection 
of .Women, The Greeks did not even allow their 
.women to dine with them in public and they .were 
.the most highly cultured people in antiquity. Women 
entered the Court in the company, of men .for., the 
first time in the Field of the . Cloth of .Gold . in the 
sixteenth century, and in England they got their 
•franchise in this century. The Revolutionists of 
France introduced universal suffrage but women were 
excluded. As to India, eveiybody knows that, the 
.great legislator Manu. has said that women should 
•be. always under tutelage, first under their fathers, 
then under their husbands and lastly under ..their 
sons. This has been the idea, of all Hindus though 
they .have got a. memorable saying that the mother and 
. .on'fe’s birth placejare.superior even tp heaven..: Even 
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tlie writers :on the latest phase of Hinduism, the. 
Tantras, are of the same opinion vide Mdhanhvaii- 
Tanira (M. N> Diitt's imnstation) pp. /j6, and 
this book is supposed to have been written in the- 
eighteentli centuiy. It sa3>’s in C//. S vs. WOlOl.- 
“As regards women, the3' are not required to go to" 
the'hol3’- places or to obsetv’^e fasts and other sUch- 
acts, or perform any vows, except. obe3dng and' 
reverencing their husbands. The husbands of womenf 
are their Tirthas, (pilgrimage) their Tapas, (devotion)’ 
their acts of cliarit3', their religious vows and their 
spiritual guide ; therefore \rith all their hearts women 
should obe3* and serve their husbands.” In C/1..8 v. 
106 it sa3’s : “In her childhood a woman should- 
remain under the care of her parents, on her attaining 
youth and inaturit3', under the care of her husband, 
and on the advent of old age, under the care of her. 
husband’s relatives and friends ; but she should never 
be independent.” 

4. Such is the prejudice against, and want of 
affection for, the female sex that we have no hist6r3’' 
of the most illustrious women who gave birth to their, 
illustrious sons. Buddha’s mother died in giving him 
birth and we know only her name. Christ’s mother, 
survived him and we onl3'^ know her by her name. 
The Gospels are silent as to what she said or did- 
after the birth of her godlike son. Ma/keiu Ch. 1 
and Lie/ce Ch. 1 g^ve us some words uttered by her 
regarding her immaculate conception, and John Ch. 2 . 
gives us some words of her when the stock of udne, 
had gone out at a marriage feast at Cana when Jesus, 
turned water' into wine. Mahomed’s mothef died' 
when he was an infant. Regarding Buddha’s and. 
Mahomed’s mothers it might . be .said that they were 
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very young, probabh- in -their teens when the}*, died 
and so had no opportunitj* to do or sa}* an5ihing 
wise or memorable, and their lives were not written 
b}* an}* body as no one could anticipate the great- 
ness of their sons. But as regards Virgin Iklaiy, she 
must have died at a comparatively advanced age, 
her son being thirt}*-three years old when he died 
in her presence. But strange to say no evangelist 
has thought it proper to narrate any important event 
in her life except the immaculate conception nor any 
sa3Tng of her worth recording. This shows the 
great want of respect for the memory of females, 
however great and venerable they or their children 
may be. This was almost the invariable rule in 
ancient times. We know very little of the life of 
Ol3*mpia, who survived her son Alexander, or the 
life of the mother of an}* great man of antiqui^, 
such as Plato or Aristotle or of the host of other 
great men who have flourished in times gone b}*. 
Thousands of great men have flourished and they 
had as many mothers. The acts and sayings of 
the sons have been recorded in books, but how many 
books are there recording the acts and sayings of 
their mothers ? This shows great want of respect 
for the female sex who are regarded merely as instru- 
ments for the propagation of our species. Perhaps 
this was due to the idea that sons become great 
through their fathers, and not through their mothers, 
a view which gets its support from Herbert Spencers 
theory* of the limitation of heredity by sex. But 
there are exceptions to this rule, as to every rule. 
Napolbon’s mother and Alexanders mother -were, 
extraordinary women, though ill fated. 

. o. The Christian missionaries Jrave^ .generally 
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speaking abused Mahomed. In faet they cannot 
conceive of character which is superior to Christ’s 
in anj'^ respect. But what reforms did Christ intro- 
duce among his countiymen ? Slavery was in full 
fores in the time of Jesus and his followers gave it up 
in the last centuiy after a hard stuggle. In this 
respect Mahomed is in the same predicament as 
Christ. He legalises slaveiy and the enjoyment of 
female slaves. But hlahomed has prohibited wine 
drinking, wagering, and all games of chance, child 
murder, and idolatr\\ I shall return to this subject 
when I shall compare the two religions and their 
founders. 

G. Prideaux says that the Koran is a bundle of 
juggleries, chapter after chapter got up to excuse and 
varnish the author’s successive sins. There is some 
truth in this, and even his defender, Cailyle, admits 
that Mahomed was not always sincere. He no doubt 
introduced great reforms among the semi-civilked 
Arabs, he abolisned infant murder, restricted polj'’- 
gamj- to a certain extent, introduced some good laws 
among the Arabs and abolished idolatiy for good in 
his counliy. But still Dr. \\nierr3^ sa3^s that 
Mahomed’s character was notoriously inconsistent, 
and he sa3>s “what we deliberately assert, after having 
studied this subject for well nigh a score of 3'^ear, is 
that the prophet of Islam did consciously fabricate 
speeches and palm them off upon the people as the 
very words of God” ( Indian Evangelical Revieiv^ April 
iSSy p. 392.J 

7 . Carl3de has included Mahomed in his book 
^'■Heroes and Hero Worship'* and has made him. the 
only “Hero as Prophet” and he speaks very highly 
of him. No doubt Mahomed was a hero and a great 
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mzTL ±ie lireo. very inig£ly. ifs usual fare con- 
sisting of dates and nnleavened bread, thongb ne vrzs 
master of Arabia- Eis drink rrzs vrzisr. not Trine 
tie nse of vrhidh he forbade in the Koran. Ee 
mended his orm shoes and patched his dcak. But 
Carlvle shonld not hare said that Zxlahomed *"Tras 
not a sensual man," Ee left nine Tridon* and had 
at least trro concnbines, one of rrhom Mary Copt 
ngnics prcminentlT in the Koran. Sis foUa^ers 
could hare only four tvitcs besides female slzreSf 
Ch. 4 r. j. but hlahomed could marry any number 
besides nossessin? slaves. Ch. r. “a nriTil^e 
for thee above the res: of the faithful". Judge Syed 




ceatn ot 


~re ismacuan. ttuo 


sole Tvife as long as she lived. Ee iustines some 
marriages on political grounds such as cementing 
union vrith porrerml people, omers on the ground 
of the noverrr of the brides, hlanv marriages are 


contracrea lor acouisrtion oi rr; 
alliances vrith rich, and novrem 


or lor lormrng 


ue grouncs ot jusnncation ror me piurauty gi irtves 
then monogamy ought to be abolished. But no 




'*t tne vauGirr or 


sort of reasoning. Carlyle says Zdanomed Tvas 
not a sensual man. because he vrzs not a ommon 
voluptuary as he mended his orm shoes and lived 
mugallv. 'ihis is fallamous. Xdccntiousness is one 

are licentious, Carlyle sajs that hlahom^ ordered 
folloTrem to sive ten uer cent cf their income in 
g*rrg_ Sale savs it is one fortieth of the income Erli 
I?£s: f. €6. Carlvle has exaggerated the ngure. 

‘e - ^ 

He SETS that in the ±Loran there is really ferj little 
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said about the jo3'S of Paradise “they, are intimated 
rather than insisted on. Nor is it forgotten fhat the 
highest joys even there shall be spiritual, the pure 
Presence of the Highest, this shall infinitely trans- 
cend all other joj's”. This is not correct. The joys 
of heaven arc ofteiier mentioned than aii}^ other thing 
in the Koran, vide ‘C//. 55 and other suras. There 
might be something in the last observation of Carl3de 
about God’s pure presence but Mahomed does not 
cxprcssl3’ sa3- so. As to the propagation of the 
religion of Islam 133- the sword he sa3's that Char- 
lemagne also forced the Saxons to be Christians. 
But two wrongs do not make a right. He rightly 
says that the book is veiy toilsome reading and is 
full of “endless iterations, longwindedness, entangle- 
ment ; most crude, incondite; — insupportable stupidit3>’, 
in .short". In one matter I fully agree with him. 
It is that Moslems have more faith in their religion 
than Christians in theirs. 

8. The other pancg3Tist of Alahomed is Judge 
S3’ed Amir Ali, a law3'er, who sa3’s everything that' is 
possible to be said for his client omitting many un- 
favourable facts, and abuses the attorne3'- of the other 
side. He justifies, as alread3’^ stated, the pol3^gamy of 
Mahomed and he could also say that rich Mahome- 
dans have harems. The last King of Oudh who was 
a state prisoner in Calcutta in our time left 265 con- 
cubines. The last but one Shah of Persia had 1750 
concubines, which he, after his European tour in this 
contur3^, reduced to 50 . He justifies polygamy among 
Mahomedans on the ground that the ancients, inclu- 
ding Athenians, Hindus and Jews, had it, and,PIindus 
have it still. But this is no justification. Hindus 
had human sacrifice and Jews had it till forbidden 
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"by 18 Lev 21 The Athenians immolated a pair of 
human Ti-ictims even* 3*e^; and Caesar says the 
Britons burnt alive many human beings at a time and 
the Germans also sacrificed hundreds at a time. If 
l\Iahomed followed the ancient custom of polygamy 
because he found it prevalent then why did he forbid 
infanticide which was also an ancient custom in 
Arabia and Sparta and is still practised in India ? 
Further, he forgets that the Koran was written b}* God 
and so no man can alter it. So this polygamj’’ is 
stereot\-ped among llosiems. God should have fore- 
seen these things. Amir Ali has seen onh* one side 
of the shield. He quotes CIi. 2 z. 2$/ ‘ Let there be 
no compulsion in religion"’, and highl 3 * extols ilaho- 
med for this. But he singularh* omits all the verses 
which enjoin the killing of infidels and to go on kill- 
ing them till the religion of one God be established 
C7/. 2. iSg. Nor does he quote Oi. 4 v. gr which says 
that if a Moslem becomes an apostate, he should be 
put to death, so that there is a reward for conversion 
to Mahomedanism but death for conversion from 
!Mahomedanism. Hf quotes CIi. 2 v. 2S6, but not 
V. 18 g. and he quotes Ch. 4 v. 8/, but not v. 91. 
What candid opinion can be expected from such a one 
sided critic ? Amir Alis onesidedness reminds one of 
Nelson putting the telescope to his blind eye. A 
critic should be fair and candid and not a paneg 3 *rist 
and advocate. His argument that other people arc 
wanting in toleration, therefore we cannot blame 
J.Ialiomed for his want of it, is baseless. And his 
argument in support of Mahomeds views about sla- 
very is wrong. Because the ancients did a wrong 
thing can a reformer support it on the ground of long 
usage ? This does not speak highh* of the sense of 
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proprict}' of the reformer particularly when 1^ says 
he has received a mandate from God on that subject. • 
0. In their zeal for Mahomed these two critics 
pass over his many faults. However there can be' no 
doubt that Mahomed is worthy of all praise. But for 
his illiteracy he would have been ranked as one of the 
gfreatest Heroes. I am mj-sclf tempted to believe that" 
he was the greatest genius the world has ever produced. ' 
His friends and comp.inions had higher respeet for his 
person than those of Buddha or Christ, the other two 
great religious reformers of the world. " The country-,- 
men of Jesus were not his followers and his nation still 
disowns him. Buddha andM.ihomcd were hot disowned 
b}* their countrjnncn, and they had many followers in 
their life lime. But for Paul I doubt if Christ’s religion 
would have survived him. Certainly it would not have 
been preached to the Gentiles who wei“e and are its 
only followers. Buddhism .spread over • Indih in • 
Buddha’s life time and at one time there were’ 'more,, 
Buddhists in India than Hindus, and to-day there are 
millions of Buddhi-sts in Bastern Asia. There is no 
doubt that there are to-day practicallj^ no Buddhists in 
India. The fact is, Braliminism, the prevailing religion 
of India, has absorbed it. Mahomedanism rapidly . 
spread through Arabia, so much so that with the excep- 
tion of the followers of Mosleima, who lived in a Small 
part of Arabia, the rest of the Arabs became Maho- 
mod's followers in his life time. ' There is one very 
important matter which should not be omitted; Buddha 
did not claim to be God, in fact he never admitted the 
existence. of God,- but his followers -have raised- hiih to 
the position of God. This is not strange. ‘ Deification 
is the ’ natural bent of mankind. Roman emperors, 
good or badj were deified, and .in this tieth century, 
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ordinal}' religious teacliers are being deified in Bengal. 
Christ in one place (10 J, 30) sa 3 's “I and mj’' Father 
arc one.” But Renan says in his Life of Christ, 
(pp. 11-13) that the book of John is apocr 3 ^hal. Still 
all devout Christians believed and still believe that 
it is a genuine book. There are other passages in the 
Bible, particularl 3 * in the Bpistles, which have made 
people belie\'c that Jesus is God. The result is that 
all Christians without exception give Jesus a place in 
tlie godhead, and Jesus is practically the principal God, 
as he is concerned -with our salvation. But Mahomed, 
b 3 * calling himself a mere man, (Ch. 17 v. py, Ch. 18 v. 
Tio) has stopped the wa 3 '^ of his deification. In this 
respect he is far superior to Christ and Buddha. 



CHAPTER V. 

CHRISTIANITY AND MAHOMED ANISM 
COMPARED. 

1 . In a previous page of this hook I promised to 
compare the religion of Christ with that of Mahomed. 
Mahomed was illiterate as he himself admits, Ch. 7 vs. 
^ 5 ^) Jesus no doubt read the sciipture at Syna- 
gogues but his learning was doubted. “ The Jews 
marvelled, sajdng how knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned” 7 / 15 . However Jesus’ 
learning did not go bej^ond reading the Scripture. 
Jesus was the son of a carpenter and he followed his 
father’s trade, while Mahomed belonged to the most 
illustrious family in Mecca. Jesus lived upon a simple 
fare and complained that he had not a place to lay his 
head on, though even foxes had their holes, 8 Mat 20, 
9 L. 58. Mahomed lived frugally, living mostly -on;^ 
dates, unleavened bread and water, not wine, which., 
seems to have been the beverage of Jesus on solemn 
occasions at least, his first miracle being the production 
of wine at a marriage feast in Cana, 2 J. i-Ji and his 
last drink was also wine at his Last Supper which -he 
blessed and gave to his apostles to drink, saying it was 
his blopd, and the bread he gave them to eat was his 
flesh. This Eucharist '.wzs the cause of endless 
quarrels between the Roman Catholics and the Pro- 
testants. lam led to suspect that the early Christians 
actually took. human flesh and blood for this Eucharist. 
At least the early Christians were charged witji infant 
murder for this purpose. The several sects of Chris- 
tians charged, one another unth . this offence. When 
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Terti^liaiij a Father of the Church, joined the Mon- 
tanislts, another sect of Christians, he divulged every- 
thing. See his T7eatise on FastingCh. i^. See also 
E. P. Mei'editJh Pi'ophet of Nazareth pp. 22^-f, 231. 
The Circular Bpistle of the Church of Smju'na about 
the martyrdom of St. Polycarp in 155 states that the 
•Christians present at the martyrdom begged the execu- 
•tioner to give them the half burnt body to enable them 
•to eat his flesh. See the Bpistle, Secs. 15 to. 18 in 
- Wake's Apostolic Fathers, pp. igg-200. But Mahomed 
never thought of drinking human or any .blood and 
eating human flesh. Christ never said what his .posi- 
tion was as to God, was it the same as that of ordinary 
.mortals or something higher, a demi-god or a part 
-God. Mahomed is explicit on this point. He calls 
Jesus a man and an apostle. At last Mahomed calls 
•the Trinitarians infidels, as he is dead against a second 
or third godhead. In fact this doctrine of Trinity is 
.meaningless, and even its founder, Athanasius, could 
not understand it as stated in a previous page. .The 
idea of Trinity arose from 5 ( 1 J.) f which speaks of 
the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost, but it has 
••now been found that this vers6 is spurious and so it 
has been omitted frcm the Revised Version. 28 Mat. 
ip is also to the same effect but it has been- mdely 
rejected. See Goris New Commentary on the Scripture 
Pt. gp. 204. No one has been able to understand this 
Trinity or the Hindu Trinity. Illingworth'has written’ 
a book on Trinity, but he has assumed . its existence 
and does not explain its nature, which is beyond the 
comprehension of man. So Mahomed is for one God 
and ope God only or ekamevcufityam of the Chandogya 
■ Zfpanishad. • In one respect .^ Christ and . Mahomed 
-agree, and that is the eternal, bliss, of the^ believer arid 
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llic eternal claninatiou of the unbeliever. will 

exclude the niajorit}- of inankincl from heaven. * Upon 
this ])oint I shall (|uote from Ktcan— Yin p, 

“ Never will I .seek, nor receive, private individual 
.salvation — never enter into final peace alone ; but for 
ever, and everywhere, will I live and strive for the 
universal redemption of every creature throughout 
the world. 


.7. Mahomed was dead agaiirst drinking of wine 
:'.s already .stated. He also aboli.shcd games of chance. 
In this respect he is superior to Je.sus. But as to 
slavery and iv)lyg.tmy Christ is silent as to these two 
matters so that he is jieith.er for nor against slaver}' or 
pc'lyi;.uny. Jesus never married and so we know 
nothing regarding his ideas about the number of 
wives. \\*e only htjow that he was against divorce for 
any e.mse eNCC])t unchastity. The great fault of 
Mahomed is his saying that his book was written b}’- 
God, so tliai Mahomedan laws and customs cannot be 
altered, the result being that polygamy and slaver}' 
cannot ijc abolished and even such a petty matter as 
the reformation of the calendar cannot be effected as 
God has fixed the number of months at twelve C/^. p 
and they are all lunar. Mahomed abolished 
infanticide and the greatest thing he did was to weld 
the .Arabs into one nation, so that within a few years 
after his death they conquered all the surrounding 
countries. 

tl. Jcj^us is .silent .as to how man was created, but 
Mahomed supplies the omission. ^lahomed sa3's in 
one place that man was made of clay C//. SS v. ^3 
and other verses, in another place he say^ man was 
created of dust which is perhaps the same thing, C//. 3 
v. 5^, C/i. II v. 6q, and in a third place he says that 
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man vrs^ made of water, C/j. v. 44, wliicli is also 
the same thing, as da}* is made of dust and water, and 
lastl\- he saj-s that man was made of clots of hlood, 
Ch. g6 V. 2. So we have four materials from which 
man was created. As to the last, where did this dot 
of blood come from ? It must have been then of 
some animal created before tman was created, and the}’ 
were all created on the sixth dav, animals first and 
man afterwards, / Ge/i. 24-2^. This supports Darwin’s 
-theor}* about the descent of man from the anthropoid 
ape, enunciated in his Descent of Man. 

4. I have ahead}' stated that Christ is silent as 
to the hereafter of all animals, birds, beasts and 
insects, but ^lahomed has provided for them at the 
resurrection, Ch, 6 v. jS, and the two Indian rdigions 
place them on a par with mankind, and all are amen- 
able to the inexorable law of Karma. It is strange 
that Christ almost forgot the existence of the animal 
world. He only mentions the value of sparrows, 10 
Mat 2p, 72 D 6 and speaks of God feeding the fowls 
of the air Mt 26), Ethics means one’s duty to 
other beings, and I should say that the lower animals 
have some idea of what their duty is towards their 
masters or members of the same species dr other 
animals. No ethical or religious science can be 
complete which omits animals. Do not some a nim als 
try their best to protect and nourish their young and 
and do not they express great sorrow when their 
young die ? They know to a certain extent what 
their duty is to other beings. In fact they have a 
moral sense, not fully developed, just like that of an 
infant ^hen what about the vegetable kingdom ? 
Llanu says that plants have life. Professor Francis 
Darum long ago discovered that ‘In plants there js a 
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and similar sayitttjs led to monaslicism ascclism but 
MahoiJted never uttered such jtrecepts. lie said only 
"ftivc alms," Hindus and liuddhists ;>'ive alm.^ but 
Christian*; rarely do so. They will ;;ivc lai';jc sum.s for 
charity ami form charitable or reli;;u)u.s institutions, but 
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tlie3'raj^5’' give alms and tiiey never liave an}- mosafer- 
kliana or dHaiinasala wliere a man may Iny liis Head 
Tvithout pa3?iiient, but Buddhists, Hindus and Maho- 
medans always give alms to the need}’ and sometimes 
feed the wa}darer. As to hospitalil}’, it is a well known 
fact that the Arabs are the most hospitable people on 
earth. The fact is that there is something good in 
every religion and something bad too, and some 
people are good inspite of their bad religion and some 
are bad in spite of their good religion. So we should 
not compare the conduct of two peoples soley by their 
faith but by what they do. Though ^lahomed was 
against stoicism and his heaven is epicurean, and he 
did not introduce any system of monastidsm, still we 
now see some fakirs ; but they came into existence 
about three centuries after his death. 

7 . As to Heaven and Hell I do not find in the- 
Gospels any description of Heaven, but Jesus 
mentions fire in the place where the damned will go 
and the punishment will be everlasting. Jllaf. 41, 
46, g Mk. 4J, 44- Jesus does not describe either 
Heaven or HeU, but j\Iahomed gives a glowing des- 
cription of Heaven and a tolerably gloomy description' 
of Hell. Jklahomed speaks of fire in Hell, that it has 
a partition wall, that it has seven portals, that there is 
a sharp-edged bridge over it which the resurrected 
will pass, the infidels tumbling into it and the blessed- 
easily passing over it Mahomed says that each time U; 
fresh skin will form, the unbeliever -will be thrown 
back into the fire. As to Heaven, Jesus and Mahomed- 
mention it often. It has a solid vault, and Paul says 
that he .knew a man who was caught up to the 
third heaven 12 (2 Cor.) 2,, which is paradise, 12 

c 

(2 Cor.) 4. 
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8. Christians and Mahomedans differ.. ifil many 
respects in their habits. If two Mahonieda^ sit 
together to dine and if a good morsel of food falls 
upon the plate of one of them, then he hands it over 
to the other and if several people dine together then . 
it is made over to the man on the right hand. Several- 
people drink water out of the same glass without 
washing or throwing out the contents, but each . 
Christian must have a separate glass for himself; 
no Christians will ever allow the remnant of water- 
in his glass to be drunk by another. As regards 
the orthodox Hindu, no one can touch another while 
he is eating, as he regards eating a jajna^ a sacrifice, 
a queer and most unsocial idea. Christians must' 
be baptised b}!- a priest or clergyman, and there 
must be an imposition of hands, so that the Holy 
Ghost may come, which means that these are the 
exclusive privileges of these Christian Brahmins, 
from whom the Hindu Brahmins differ only in one 
respect ; the Hindu priesthood is hereditary, while 
the Christian priesthood is not, and the principal 
reason for that is that the Catholic priests were for- 
bidden to marry and leave offspring, for, if they were 
allowed to marry and leave progeny, I have no doubt 
that the3' would have tried their best to leave their 
ofticc to their sons. Mahomedans, on the other hand, 
have no priesthood. They generally say their prayers 
in a mosque where people congregate at the time of 
prayer. But no priest leads their service, and a man 
may pray at any place outside a mosque but it is con- 
venient to go to a mosque where they can have water 
for their ablutions. They pray individually notin. 
chorus, and are not bound to follow any pri&t. In 
fact there is no priesthood among them, though they 
T 
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have itarned divines wlio Icnow the ‘Koran by heart 
and vmo are consequently much respected and often 
consulted. Mahomedans never give any first fruits 
to any One, but the Catholics do so even to-day, and 
Hindus do it in a literal sense, as they must not eat 
any fmit of the season, or drink the first drawn out 
milk of the cow without offering it to an ■ idol, which 
eats and drinks only theoretically and leaves every- 
thing for his priest, and if there be no idol in the 
village, then the offering is made to the priest himself 
as the visible representative of God on earth, as Manu 
Says in CA. / vs. 93 > et seq. 

9. I must find fault with both Christians and 
Mahomedans in one respect. In time of war, they 
both go to their church or mosque and pray for the 
victory of their arms. In the South African war, the 
Queen, the nobles, and the higher clergy headed by 
the Archbishop of Cantcrbur}'', the head of the church, 
went in open procession to St. Paul's Catliedral and 
knelt to God and pra5^ed for the victory of the British 
arms. They forgot that the Boers did likewise and 
in such circumstances what did God do or what should 
He have done ? The same pageant was repeated on 
the occasion of the Great War by both belligerents 
including Turkey. But the result shows that God 
sided with the British on both occasions, and forgot 
on the last occasion to send a large legion of angels 
to fight on the side of the Turks. Why should God be • 
invoked in a quarrel between men ? The Hindus 
have a similar custom. The litigants promise a goat 
or a buffalo to the goddess, and as the case must be 
decided in favour of one of the parties, the goddess 
gets the sacrifice all the same, and the successful 
party attributes his . success to the intervention of the 
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goddess, while the unsuccessful part}?^ ascribes h^loss 
to his ill-luck, never to the partiality of the goddessi 
In the case of Christians, I believe, . they ascribe their 
loss to their own fault like the Hindus and not to 
God the Father, Christ and the Holy Ghost being, 
concerned only with salvation and right conduct 
The Mahomedans ascribe their loss to predestination- 
But if everything is pre-ordained, then why pray for 
success ? , . 

10. In one most important respect Mahomed is 
far superior to Jesus. Mahomed always said that- 
there is only one God. In this he was certainly, right, 
for there can be only two alternative theories in 
religion, either atheism, leaving everything to the 
unalterable laws of nature, or theism, the religion of. 
one God. Jesus speaks of the Heavenly Father, 
but nowhere does he say that God is only one and 
has no equals. In 1 0 J. 30 he says “I and my Father 
are one,” which is either blasphemy or pure pantheism. 
Mahomed is guilty of no such thing. The whole 
of John’s gospel is said to be a forger}'^ according 
to Renan, vide his Life of Christ pp. ii-i3^ but as 
long as it is included in the Christian canon, we are 
bound to attribute this saying to Christ. In fact 
nowhere does Christ define his position towards 
God. This is the great fault in the four gospels, 
which has caused people to attribute godhead to 
Christ and he is said to be God and our saviour. 

11. In another very important matter Mahomed 
is superior to Jesus. Mahomed says that his past 
sins were forgiven by God Ch. 48 v. 2 , but he does 
not, like Jesus, claim the power to forgive sins, V Mat. 
6, nor does he claim like Jesus that he came to save 
men, 18 Mat. ii, 12 J. 47, and no successor .of 
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Iklalig^ed, like the Christian Pope, has ever daimed 
that' power. The Pope not onl}?’ daims that power, 
hut he once issued a commission for the sale of the 
remission of sins called Indulgences, which led to 
Luther’s reformation in the sixteentib centui^”, and 
even to-day the Catholic priests give a d3Tngman 
extreme unction, which is a pardon for all past sins. 
So. Christian priests also have usurped the functions 
of God, or of Christ the Saxdour, but Mahomedans are 
strong^ opposed to such strange ideas, and with- them 
God onty can forgive sins. 

1 2. To sum up the difference between the sajdngs 
of Christ and of Mahomed, we find in the first place 
that Mahomed prohibited the drinking of blood and 
the taking of human flesh, but Christy on the contrarj^, 
on the occasion of his last supper gave a cup of wine 
to each of his apostles ^nd told them to drink the 
wine, sa3dng it was his blood, and gave a piece of 
bread to each, sa3dng it was his flesh, and the early 
Christians killed infants and took their flesh and 
blood as I have stated in a prerious page. Mahomed 
forbade the drinking of vine, but Christ miraculously 
made wine out of water at Cana when his mother told 
him that wine had run out, which was his first miracle, 
and as just said he gave wine to his apostles to drink^ 
the result is that Christians are, among civilized 
peoples, the greatest consumers of wine on earth. 
Christ is silent as to. games of chance, lottei3^, 
USU13', but hlahomed prohibits all these vices. Christ 
is silent also as to pilgrimage, though he perform- 
ed it evei3’’ 3’^ear, but Mahomed is express upon this 
matter* and it is the dut3'^ of evety believer to go on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in his life. Maho- 
med enjoins fasting, but Jesus is silent on this matter. 
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Mahomed said give one fortieth of yonr ii^^ome in 
alms, but Gibbon and Carlyle say it is • one tenth, 
contrary to Sale’s view, who says it is one fortieth. 
Jesus nowhere orders his followers to pray but taught 
his disciples only the words of the prayer.' But 
Mahomed orders all believers to pray five times every 
day. Both extol the efficacy of prayer, Christ says 
it can remove mountains, Mahomed says it is the 
Pillar of Religion. , Christ is silent as to predestina- 
tion, an idea first started b 3 ^ Paul, but Mahomed lays 
stress on it, and speaks of a Book of Fate. Mahomed 
gives many attributes to God, but Jesus is almost 
silent on this ' matter. In most places he speaks of 
God as' Heavenly Father, but does not call himself 
Heavenly Son, or speak of the Heavenly Holy 
Ghost. The grand differences between Christ and 
Mahomed are that Mahomed calls himself a mere 
man, and that God is one, but Christ incorporated 
himself with God and Mahomed never claimed the 
power to forgive sins but Jesus did, and the Pope 
and the Catholic clergy still claim it. Mahomed 
praised the previous, prophets, but Jesus calls them 
‘thieves and robbers’, (10 J. 8,) an extraordinary state- 
ment. Jesus is silent as to the mode of resurrection, 
the Last Da 3 % and the Trial, but Mahomed is express 
upon these points. Jesus is silent as to the descrip- 
tion of Heaven and Hell, but Mahomed devotes a 
large part of the Koran to a description of these 
places. Mahomed legislates but Jesus had no power 
to legislate. Christ is not followed by his countiymen, 
but Mahomed is followed not only by his countrymen 
but by. the people of all countries to the nerth, east, 
and west of Arabia. The Saracens were at ong time 
the greatekf power on earth. Now the Saracens are 
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nbwlie^ as excej)ting Arabia, Morocco, dismembered 
Tiirke}’’, Persia and Afganistan there is no indepen- 
dent Mahomedan country on earth, but former!}^ they 
held sway over almost all countries in Asia, north 
Africa and parts of southern and south eastern Europe. 
Mahomed gave a great impulse to the Arabs and we 
know what countries they conquered and what peoples 
became his followers Avithin three centuries after his 
birth, and we know that Christians Avere nowhere 
during the three centuries after Christ, and but for 
Constantine and Theodocius, the onl}'^ two G)eais 
among all the Roman emperors, the Christians Avould 
haA^e been noAAdiere. Christ was a religious reformer 
only and nian}^ of his sajdngs and doings are 
apocnyphal and his personality even has been doubted, 
but no one has doubted hlahomed’s personality or 
disputed about the genuineness of the Koran, and 
Mahomed was without doubt, perhaps the greatest 
all round genius the Avorld has 5"et produced, though 
he was illiterate, a most unfortunate circumstance. 
There are other matters in which Christ and Mahomed 
differed, but they are of minor importance and I pass 
them over. I haA’’e thus shoAvn the principal matters 
of difference betAveen Jesus and Mahomed. Mahomed 
was a legislator as well as a religious reformer, but 
Jesus was only a religious reformer. The religion . 
of Mahomed was better than that of Jesus as all non- 
Christians will prefer Unity to Trinity. But Christ’s 
morality is better than that of Mahomed. He .neA^er 
declared Avar against the infidels, though his followers 
have burnt infidels and even heretics, and these 
ChristiEHiSj who were at first an oppressed people, 
began to do this when they got .the support of the . 
civil power. Further, Mahomed’s religion is his, but. 
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Christ’s religion is not wholly his own. Its fefher was 
Jesus but it was nursed b}^ Paul, but for \9tiom it 
would have been spread nowhere. 

13. Christians are veiy fond of saying that all 
progress in Europe in social, literarj'^ and political 
matters is due to the religion of Christ. Now what 
did Christians do for the progress of manldnd during 
the first 1500 years ? Thc 3 ' were in total darkness 
during these fifteen centuries whilst tlie Saracens 
were basking in the sun at Bagdad and Cordova. 
"Was there 3113 ' Augustan Age in Europe for 1500 
3 -ears after the birth of Christ, whereas the Saracens 
had theirs at Baghdad during the reign of Caliph A1 
^laniun (S13-S33), the son of Haroun A1 Rashid, the 
greatest of the Caliphs ? The Saracens who held 
the lamp of knowledge in those ages literally disco- 
vered the science of Chemisti- 3 ' and made man 3 ’^ great 
discoveries in it, and also in astronom 3 *, mathematics 
and medicine, during those ages. The 3 !' discovered 
the preparation of alkali, alembic, alcohol and other 
drugs, taught spherical trigonometr}*, solved quadratic 
and cubic equations, introduced algebra and numerals 
from India, and optics and hydrostatics were investi- 
gated. Geber erected the first astronomical obsen-a- 
toiy at Seville in 1196, and A\'iceuna, bom in 980, was ’ 
the greatest medical atithority in those ages. The 3 - 
made UTiting paper in ^lecca in 706 . The 3 * either 
invented or introduced the pendulum and the 
mariners compass into Europe, and who has not 
heard of the damascus blade and the damascene 
cloth ? The}- claim to have invented gun powder 
in the eleventh century. In fact, their liteijatur^ art 
and science form the connecting link between the 
cirilizations of ancient and modem times. To them 
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we.owejtlie re-iidval of learning and philosopli}'^ in 
Westera Burop.e, and tlie first, awakening of tke 
critical and enquiring spirit that has roused Burope 
from monkish lethargy and ecclesiastical higotiy. 
So we owe much to the Arabs; for which we should 
be grateful and we should not ascribe all present 
progress to Christianity which is rapidly declining. 
We should not be ungrateful to "them. The first 
Gothic architecture is in the Mosque of A1 Azhar 
in Cairo. Are there such buildings on earth like 
the Tajmahal, “a dream in marble”, and the Alhambra 
and were there such cities in the whole world built 
after Christ’s birth and till recent times, as Bagdad, 
Cordova, Samarkand, Delhi and Agra ? We owe 
all these things to the Moslems when their religion 
was in full vigour and who were not like the 
Christians of modern Burope who are from the 
time of ■ Encyclopaedists shedding off their religion 
by degrees. Even in matters of science Europeans 
got much of their learning from the Latin transla- 
tions made of Arabic works on science. So let no 
Christian boast of his religion. But for our prede- 
cessors we would have been nowhere. Of course 
we know more than they knew, because to , what 
‘they have taught us we have added new knowledge. 
O ye Saracens, while there was total eclipse over 
the rest ' of the world, you held the ineshal of 
learning, which illumined your country and. afterwards 
modern Burope and through it the„ rest of the world. 

14. The reader will be astonished to hear what 
the Saracenes were , doing for the. advancement of 
learning duiing the Dark Ages, when they had their 
Light Ages.’: The Caliph A1 Marnuii (813*833) the 
son of the celebrated Haroun A1 Raschid, invited 
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learned men to his Court at Bagdad, and got ' many 
Greek and Sanskrit books translated into Arabic and 
otherwise encouraged the advancement of learning. 
His ambassadors at Constantinople, his agents in 
Armenia, S3fria, and Egypt, collected the volumes ou 
Grecian science : at his command tliey were translated 
by the most skilful interpreters into the Arabic^ 
language: his subjects were exhorted assidously to 
peruse these instructive writings ; and the successor of 
Mahomed assisted with pleasure and modesty at the 
assemblies and disputations of the learned. “ He was 
not ignorant, ” says, Abdulpharagius, “ that they are 
the elect of God, his best and most useful servants, 
whose lives arc devoted to the improvement of their 
rational faculties. ” The zeal and curiosity of Alma- 
mun were imitated b}? succeeding princes of the line of 
Abbas : their rivals, the Eatimites of Africa and the 
Ommiadcs of Spain, werq the patrons of the learned, 
as well as the Commanders of the Faithful : the same^ 
ro3'al prerogative was claimed by their independent 
emirs of the provinces ; and their emulation diffused 
the taste and the rewards of science from Samarcand 
and Bokhara to Fez and Cordova. The vizir of a sultan 
consecrated the sum of two hundred thousand pieces of 
gold to the foundation of a college at Bagdad, which 
he endowed with an annual revenue of fifteen- 
thousand dinars. 

15 . These Saracens had splendid libraries and 
prized them highly. " A private doctor refused the 
invitation of the Sultan of Bokhara, because the 
carriage of his books would have required four 
hundred camels. The royal library of . the Fatimites 
consisted of one hundred thousand manuscripts, 
elegantly transcribed and splendily bonnd, which were 
U 
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lenl^ wi)Utliout iealousy or. avarice, to tlie students of’. 
Caira. Yet this collection must appear moderate, if 
we can believe that theOmmiades of Spain had formed 
a library of six. hundred thousand volumes, forty-four 
of which were employed in the mere catalogue. ” 
Gibbon Ch.. 32^ Vol. lo, p. 42. It is doubtful whether 
the Alexandrian library contained more manscripts. 
The old library of the Ptolemies was accidentally 
burnt do^vn, and the nucleus of the famous library 
which is said to have contained 700,000 volumes and 
to have been burnt doum by the conqueror Amru. 
under Caliph Omar’s order in 640, was the library of 
the King of Pergamus containing two hundred 
thousand volumes which was presented to Cleopatra . 
by Mark Antony. Gibbon doubts this burning and 
makes a countercharge against the Christian crusadors 
who burnt down a bigger library at Acre. But even if 
it be true that Amru burnt tjie library, still it must be 
remembered that the Arabs were then an illiterate, 
people, and it took place nearly a century before 
the commencement of Arabic culture. These Saracens 
made great progress in science, particularly, chemistry, 
which they practically invented, in mathematics, such 
as Algebra, philosophy and astronomy. They measured, 
the circumference of the globe and found it to be 
twenty-four thousand miles, and without glasses they 
observed the stars, prepared the astronomical tables of 
Bagdad, Spain and Samarcand, and corrected some 
minute errors of Ptolemy. As regards Universities 
they had them at Bagdad, Cordova- and Samarcand. 
and the University called A1 Azhar which still exists,- 
was founded in the tenth century in a mosque which 
is one of the earliest examples of Gothic architecture 
whereas the great University of , Paris upon which the. 
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Universities of Oxford and the continenj were 
modelled was founded two centuries later. The 
Universities of Cordova, Bagdad and Samarcand were 
famous for the teaching of medicine and the names of 
hlesua, Gcber, Razis and Avicenna, the greatest 
medical men in tlic i\lid*dle Ages, are ranked with the 
Grecian masters. This Avicenna “ reduced the science 
of medicine to a s3’stematic form, including almost 
cveiylhing that had been written on the subject by his 
predecessors : he was versed in Greek literature, and is 
said to have committed Aristotle’s Metaph5'sics to 
mcmoiy. ’’ Taylor's Hislory of ihc Transmission of 
Ancicni Books />. S3. In the city of Bagdad, eight 
hundred and sixt}’’ plysicians were licensed to exercise 
their profession and the school of Salerno their legi- 
timate oftspring founded in the ninth century revived 
in Italy and Europe the precepts of the healing art, 
and this University claims to be the oldest University 
in Europe. But alas ! Where are the Arabic Univer- 
sities gone ? Such - are the vicissitudes of fortune. 
Excepting A 1 Azhar all the other Universities are 
gone, and this Universit}' is now concerned only with 
the Koran and religious literature and philosophy. 
The world is advancing, but these Saracens are stand- 
ing still or rather going backwards ahd after the • 
Renaissance they have not produced an3'thing which 
is read by scholars now-a-da3-s. Greek and Latin are 
read in European Colleges, Sanscrit is taught also 
there and particularl3^ in the Universities of German3^ 
where it gave birth to the Science of Language but 
where in Europe is Arabic Literature taught. 
Scholars read the Koran and other important 
religious books but . not any Arabic work on 
philosophy, science and astronomy. A 1 .Gazal3'’s 
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name philosophy had found a place in the first 
editians of Lewes’ History 0 / Pf::hsophy, but later 
editions liave removed his name. Such is the 
respect of the modems for Arabic literature and 
piiilosoph}'. 

IG. Now, what did the* Christians do for the 
progress of manhind in the first fifteen centuries after 
Christ's birth ? INIr. E. P. ^Meredith says in his 
Prophet of Tsazarcth //, 227^ 221, that the Christians 
were accused of murdering infants, of committing 
adultcrj*, incest and other vices in tlicTr secret love 
feast-s. The females of Damascus, once Christians, 
confessed that they were priv 3 - to those criminal acts 
and said that Christians did these licentious acts in 
their ver\’ churches. The Emperor Hadrian, in a 
letter to his brother-in-law Servianus in the j-’car 
lol sa 3 's “there is no presbyter of the Christians 
who is not either an astrologer, a sooth-sa 3 'cr or a 
minister of obscene pleasures.” Tacitus sa 3 ’s that 
Nero punished the Christians “as thc 3 ’ were held in 
abhorrence for their crimes”, and thc 3 ^ were “odious 
to mankind”. In their Agapac thc 3 ' ate human 
flesh after murdering infants. Vide Justin Jlfar/yr, 
A/c!oyy, 1. 35. Jrcnacus Agaimi Heretics 1. 24, 
Clcjnev.t of Alexandria 1. 3. Tcrtullian says that the 3 ' 
were guilt 3 ' of incest This matter is vcr 3 ' ably 
dealt with by Mrs. Besant in her book on C/irisfiauity 

It • 


.1 r . 1 lie Cnristians during lULTbe uneeu ceiuunes 

only wri/te book.s on religion, cjuarrclled amongsl 
vhom-'dves about religious dogmas, suppres * 
hcreiic;-, instituted the Inquisition, made wars ol 


• 

dogmas, suppressed 
ncre-w;-. iiijuiiueti me inquisition, made wars o 
vclij'ion and su}>prcs=;ed vigorously all attempts at 
d;'’;over:c>: in .science. Tiicv' produced very few 
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jjreat aulliors or scicnlisLs. The ‘Dark Ages’ prove 
that Clirislianit}' did vciy little for Hurope. So we 
should not ascribe European progi'ess to Christianity. 
It was the Renaissance and the revival of Greek 
Icarnitig, caused by the dispersion of the Greeks 
consequent upon Turkish invasion and eonquest of 
Greece in 1 •156, the invention of printing about 1450 
and the consequent multiplication of books, tlie dis- 
covciy of Columbus in 1492 and that of Vasco de 
Gama in M OS, the invasion of Italy bj^ Charles VIII 
in MOS, which event, according to Hallam, closed 
the Middle Ages, — all these events, which 
occurred in the same cciituiy, have reformed aaid 
enlightened Christians, who were for at least 1000 
years stccjjcd in gross ignorance and bigotry, and 
Euroj)c waked from its long slumber when the 
prevalent religion began to show signs of decline. 
In fact the rise of Modern Europe is synchronous 
with the downfall of Catholicism, and it is to be 
observed that the more Christianit}^ has declined 
the more advanced Europe has become in intellectual 
and material progress, and it is a remarkable fact in 
the history of mankind that the decline of orthodoxy 
has caused the progress of the people, so that they are 
on opposite scales and the rise or fall of one scale causes 
the fall or rise of the other. Look to our owncountry. 
Hinduism, orthodox Hinduism, is in the agony of 
death and the country is prospering both intellectually 
and materially, and when castehood, the last citadel 
of Brahminism, will go, and it has gone to a great 
extent, Hindus will be a great nation. So long India 
was steeped in total ignorance. All Hindus beHeved 
that the sun and the solid vault of the heayens 
went round the earth, and the sun took its rest at 
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niglit, that the earth is a rectangular, cube, that there 

• C 

are seven heavens above and seven hells below the 
earth,' that the inferior gods resided in- the lower 
heavens and that Indra^ the chief god, resided in the 
seventh ' and highest heaven surrounded by a bevy 
of celestial nymphs. In the last century we were 
taught . to believe that the sky was originally very 
low, and when an old bent up woman was sweeping 
the court yard it constantly touched her back and 
she gave it such a hard blow with her broom that 
it rose up in the heavens and has remained there 

» 

ever since. My long life has enabled me to see 
the progress of education and with it the rapid decline 
of Hinduism, or rather Brahminism, and I sometirnes 
laugh and sometimes grieve at the gross ignorance 
and superstition of my grandmother and her con- 
temporaries, as no woman was permitted to read as 
that would have caused widowhood. I saw the 
influence of the priests and I see it now. Then they 
were lords of creation. Now they are beggars at 
our door and subsist solely on our charity. It is 
therefore my belief from study and experience exten- 
ding over three quarters of a centuiy that man 
■will improve in proportion as orthodoxy will decrease, 
and there will be millennium when the distinctions 
of race, colour and creed will vanish, and not till 
then. Look to the four corners of Europe,. Ireland 
Spain and Turkey arc very orthodox and Russia 
till the other day was very orthodox. And they are 
the most backward countries in Europe, though 
following ’ different faiths or belonging to different 
branches of the same faith. Turkey is improving 
becjpise it has practically abolished orthodoxy and 
Russia will improve because it has abolished its old. 


Chap. 5 .] ciiristianitv & jiahomedanisim 167 

religion. Europe was dark when religion was 
supreme and is seeing light when it is vanishing, 
r'oniierl}^ people were eompelled to attend ehureh 
or to pa\* a penaU3\ Now most ehiirehes are empty. 
Let the State withdraw its aid from the ehureh and 
the fat bishoprics will vanish and attendance at 
churches will be reduced hy half, as priests support 
religion and religion supports priests in all countries 
of the world. Look at the histoiy of old Eg3'pt, 
where priests were supreme, down to that of India of to- 
da3-, where priests arc still supreme among the masses. 
In Egy])t, in Arabia, in Catholic Europe and in India 
priests had their first fruits and this privilege stiU 
prevails in Catholic countries and India. 

18 . I have .shewn above that the intellectual 
progrc!?s of modern Europe is not due to Christianity 
which had been existing in full vigour for fifteen 
centuries and debasing the Christians, intellectually 
and morall3’, nor is the modern material progress of 
Europe due to Christianit3', but it is due to the pro- 
gress of science, which the Church had been rigor- 
ously supiircssing during the hliddle Ages. I have 
also .shewn above that the Moslems of Bagdad 
and Cordova, during the same-self centuries were 
making immense progress in the intellectual field, 
and in science and art, so that while during the 
Middle Ages the Christians were sleeping, the 
Moslems were making great strides both in intellect 
and material progress. But after the close of the 
hliddlc Ages the Christians began to make great 
progress in both spheres, and the Moslems have 
stood still since that time. In fact they have not 
made 0113' progress during the last three hundred years.- 
This remark applies to all Mahomedan countri 
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The IVIpslems of the Barhaiy States were professional 
pirates' until the French conquered ' Algeria in 
the last century. ‘ Morocco is still a semi barbarous 
State. Egypt owes much of its recent progress to 
the English' occupation since 1882. Arabia, the 
native land . of Mahomed is the land of Bedouin 
robbers, who are often denounced by Mahomed in- 
the Korahj and who even now plunder and murder 
pilgrims to the holy city. In fact, I doubt if Arabia 
has much advanced since Mahomed’s time, though 
there is a yearly influx of many civilized people- to 
that country. The Turks were till a decade ago 
called ‘unspeakable.’ Their Bulgarian atrocities 
in 1876 brought on the Russo Turkish war and in 
the last Great “War the Turks massacred thousands 
of innocent Armenians. Turkey has no national' , 
literature yet. It copied from Persian models till 
the middle of the last century. Its poetry consisted 
of imitations of Persian gazls or love songs, and it is 
only since the middle of the last century, that the 
Turks have begun to copy French models, and it is 
from the French that Turkish youths have imbibed 
political ideas and Turkey has become the first 
Republic in point of time among all Mahomedan 
countries, principally through imbibing French ideas. 

It is now rapidly advancing and is now the most 
advanced Moslem country, but it has shed off a bit 
of its religion, as it has made polygamy an offence 
in the teeth of Mahomed’s law of marriage {C/i. 4 
V. 3) and has lifted the veil of the ladies against 
the injunction of the Koran {C/i. 24 vs. 31, 39, Ch. 
33 vs. 33, 33, 39). As to Persia it was the country 
of Firdousij Hafiz, Omar Khayam, Sadi and other 
famous poets, but they died long ago -and Persia has 
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long ceased to produce good poets, and as - to its 
material progress in recent times it is almost ntl^ ' It 
is a strange fact tliat within the last five centuries 
no Mahomedan counhy has produced a great man 
of science and as to Arabic poetry, its greatest poet 
flourished so long ago as the 1 3th century and since 
the death of A1 Gazaly who died in 1111, the Saracens 
have produced no great philosopher. I have in 
the preceding passages, taken a bird’s eye view of 
all Llahomedan countries. I had resolved not to 
speak of Indian Moslems, as they are my brethren 
and I have no antipathy against them. I prefer 
their Unity to the Parsee Duality, the latter to the 
Christian Trinity and this last to the Hindu three 
hundred and thirty millionity, if I might be permitted 
to coin a new word. In fact there are more gods 
than men in India, Hindus and Moslems combined. 
I regard them as my brethren and they are my 
countrymen. But I am very sorry at their back- 
wardness. I have never heard of any recent book 
worth reading written by an Indian Mahomedan 
on any subject other than a Mahomedan subject. Hindus 
and Mahomedans had their Augustan Age. That was 
long ago, more than a thousand years ago. But the Hin- 
dus have shaken off the yoke of priestly ignorance and 
have written works on scientific, historical and anti- 
quarian subjects, but no Indian Mahomedan has ventured 
to do so. Rise up, my Mahomedan countrymen, 
rise, my brothers and try to rival the Hindus. Why 
should you be left behind in the struggle for existence? 
The race is for the swiftest Try to be as intelligent 
and learned as the Hindus. The Hindus are advan- 
cing because they have shed off many injunctions 
of their shastras, such as the prohibition to* cross 
• V 
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the “black waters” and their . women have to a 
great fectent lifted their veils and appear before the 
public and the caste system has been to a great extent 
abolished. I know that Mahomedan ladies are 
anxious to lift their veils and appear in public Let 
them have their will and follow in the footsteps of 
their Hindu sisters. Let Hindus and Mahomedans 
mutually meet one another, and remove all social 
barriers, let Mahomedans abolish pol3*gamy, and 
reform some portions of their laws as the Hindus are 
doing, let there be intermarriage between Hindus and 
Maho medansj and let them interdine and this interdi- 
ning and intermarriage will make them one- nation and 
there vdll be also communal peace. I do not wish to 
say anything regarding politics which I have 
studiously avoided. But that da3»^ null be a glorious 
one when Hindus and Mahomedans will be an 
unified nation and the unity of one fifth of the entire 
human race is a thing which should be aimed at b3- 
ever3' son of India. Ameen. 
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Ch. 21 V. 91 (conception), . Ch. 43 v. 57 do, Ch. 
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apostle). 

Jews. 

Ch. 5 V. 73 (Jews, Christians & Sabeites have 
no fear), Ch. 5 v. 85 (enemies to Moslems), Ch. 
5 vs. 48, 49 (their Lex talionis), Ch. 4 v. 1 55 
(their calumnies against Virgin MarjJ, Ch. 4 
v. 50 (punishment in store for them), Ch. 5 v. 
69 do, Ch. 2 v6. 95, 96 (scriptures per\*erted b}*), 
Ch. 4 v. 48 do, Ch. 2 v. 59 (favoured), Ch. 29 
v. 45 do, Ch. 9 v. 30 (God fights against), Ch. 
3 v. 79, Ch. 5 v. 56 (no friendship uith), Ch. 5 
vs. 76, 77, Ch. 9 vs. 29, 30 (fight against). 

Kebla. 

Ch. 2 vs. 109, 136-145. 

Koran, revealed. 

Ch. 43 vs. 2-3, Ch. 53 vs. 4, 10 (by Gabriel), Ch. 
56 V. 79, Ch. ^5 v. 1, Ch. 7 v. 1, Ch. 46 vs. 1, 
8, Ch. 25 V. 34 (sent in parcels), Ch. 4 v. 84, 
Ch. 13 VS. 37, 39, Ch. lO v. 17. Ch. 17 v. 
107. 

Koran, where and by whom written. 

Ch. 85 vs. 21-22 (written on preser\''ed table). 
Koran, wh3»' Arabic. 

Ch. 1 3 v. 37, Ch. 41 v. 44, Ch. 43 v. 2 (that 3’e 
ma3^ understand), Ch. 44 v. *58 do, Ch. 1 9 v. 97 
^ do, Ch. 16 v. 105, Ch. 20 112, Ch, 26 v 195, 

Ch. 12 V. 2, Ch. 62 v. 2 (God hath sent to 
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tlie pagan Arabs an apostle from among 
themselves) * 

Last Da 5 ^ 

Ch. 22 V. 1 (earthquake), Ch. 25 v. 27 (heavens 
cleft), Ch. 1 7 V. 73, Cli. 36 v. 51-7 (trumpet), 
Ch. 69v. IS, Cli. 69 v. 16 (heavens cleft), Ch. 
82 V. 1, Ch. 77 v. 9, Ch. 14 v. 49, Ch. 56 vs. 4, 
5, 6, Ch. 81 vs. l-14,Ch. 82 vs. 1-4, Cli.99 vs. 1-2. 

Laws. 

Ch. 4 V. 19 (adulteiy), Ch. 5 v. 42 (theft), Ch. 
0 V. 49 {eye for eye etc.), Ch. 4 v. 3 (four wives), 
Ch. 60. V. 10 (wives of infidels), Ch. 2 v. 173, 
Ch. 4 vs. 27-30, (marriage), Ch. 4 vs. 12-15 
(male and female), Ch. 4 v. 175, (distant kindred), 
Ch. 65 V. 1 (divorce). 

Lex talionis. 

Ch. 5 V, 49 (= 21 Ex. 23-27), Ch. 2 v. 173. 
Mahomed. 

Ch. 7 vs. 156, 1 58 illiterate. Ch. 62 vs. 9-11 lelt 
alone when preaching in mosque Ch. 29 vs. 17, 
49, Ch. 7 vs. 183, 188, Ch. 46 v. 8, Ch. 18 v. 
110, Ch. 25 V. 58, Ch. 41 v. 6, Ch. 17 v. 95, Ch. 3 
v. 138, Ch, 48 V. 29, Ch. 3 v. 19, Ch. 4 v.l69, Ch. 
33 V. 40, Ch. 5 V. 99, man and apostle only. Ch. 
62 V. 2 (God has sent an apostle from among 
the Arabs), Ch. 48 v. 2 (his sins forgiven). 

Man and Woman. . 

Ch. 4 V. 38 man superior), Ch. 4 v. 123, (both 
go to paradise). Ch. 16 v. 99 (males and females 
go to heaven). 

Man, creation of. * . . 

Ch. 55 V. 13 (made of day), Ch. 23 v. 12* do, 
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Cli, lo V. 26 do, Cli. 38 v. 71, do Ch. 6 v. 2 do, Ch. 
• 3 V. 52 (from dust), Cb. 16 v. 4 do, Cli. 24 v. 
44 (of water), Ch. 25 v. 56 do, Ch. 96 v. 2 (from 
clots of blood), Ch. 11 v. 69 (from, dust), ■ Ch. 35 
V. 12- do. 

Marriage. 

Ch. 2.V. 220 (with idolaters forbidden), Ch. 4 
V. 3 (four wives besides slaves), Ch. 4 vs. 26-30 
(prohibited degrees). 

Mary Copt. 

CH. 66 vs. 1-3 (Mahomed released from oath). 
Mary Virgin, Aaron’s sister. 

Ch. 66 V. 12, Ch. 19 v. 29. 

Meat. 

Ch. 5 V. 4 (sudne, blood etc.), Ch. 5 v. 97 (fish), 
Ch. 16 V. 116, Ch. 6 vs. 118, -121 (meat for- 
bidden unless killed in God’s name). 

Mecca and Meccans. 

Ch. 50 V. 2 (Meccans addressed), Ch. 2 v. 19 do, 
Ch. 37 V. 11 do, Ch. 95 v. 3 (inviolate soil, see 
Pliny VI. 32), Ch. 22 v. 1 (addressed). . 

Miracles, why not performed. . 

Oh. 3 vs. 180-181, Oh. 29 y. 49, Ch.. 17 v. 61. 
Miscllaneous. 

Ch. 49 vs. 2-3 (speak less loud than the apostle), 
Ch. 49 vs. 4, 5 (visitors to wait when Mahomed 
is inside), Ch. 62 v. 9 (Friday observance), Ch. 
96 vs. 1-5 (first revealed verses), Oh. 17 v. 35 
(kill murderers leniently), Ch. 49 v.'ll (ho nick 
names), Ch. 49 v. 12 (don’t traduce in absence). 
Months. 

Oh. 9 V. 5 (sacred months), Ch. 9 v. 66 (twelve). 
Night journey. • • 

' Oh; 17 V. 1 et seq. > - 


( )hoil, halUc of. 

Ch. o v.*;. 1.^ 1-1 (m. 

I'nrndisc. 

Cli. 5ir> V. 32 (no toil in), Ch. -17 vs. 16 17 (fniils 
and l ivers of niilh, lionc}* and wine). 

Parents, duties towards. 

Cli. 17 vs. 21-2n, (.Ml. 31 V, 13 (child weaned 
after 2 years), Cli. ■!(» v. 11. 

Pharaoh drowned. 

Ch. S V. uli. 

Pil.qrinin.uc. 

Clr 3 V. 90 (Caaha oldest Icinplc), Ch. 3 v. 91, 
Ch. av. 9.^. Ch. 2 v.s. 153, 192, 19.3. Ch. 22 vs. 

Ch. V. 2. Ch. 95 v. 3 (Mecca’s soil 
inviolate, see Pliny Vf. 32). 

Pra\‘ei’. 

(Ml. 3 V. 191 (forgive us), Ch. 7 v. 150 (forgive 
me and my brother), Ch. 9 v. S5 (no pra 3 ’cr for 
the dead), (Mr 29 v. -14 (prayer rcstrainelh from 
the filthy .and the blameworthy), Ch. 2 vs. 109, 
172 (no Kehla nccc.ssaiy), Ch. 2 vs. 139, ld.4, 
M5, (pray towards Caaba), Ch. -f v. 102 (cut 
short in war), CMi. 9 v. 1 M- (pr.aj' not for infidels), 
(Mr 17 V.. SO (limes), Ch. 20 v. 130 (five times, 
Rodwell p. -19 gives the hours of pra 3 ^cr, 
1. Sunset, 2. When quite dark, 3. Daybreak, 
•t. A little after noon, 5. Before nigblfall), 
Clr 5 vs. S.9 (washings before pra 3 'er), Ch. IG v. 
1 27 (palioncc is better Ilian reprisals), Ch. 47 v. 
21 (ask pardon for th 3 ' sin and for believers both 
men and women), Ch. A v. 40 (times), Ch. 11 v. 
116, Ch. 29 V. 44 (pimfics), Ch. GO v. 39 (tijnes), 
Ch. 2 V. 286 (for victory over infidels). 
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Precepts. 

.Cli. 49 V. 12 (avoid suspicion, do not traduce 
another in his absence), Ch. 3 v. 128 (master 
anger, forgive others), Ch. 5 v. 35 (sla 3 ^er of one 
man is slayer of mankind). Oh. 92 vs. 18-21 (who 
giveth away his substance that he may become 
pure and who offereth not favours to any one for 
the sake of recompense but only as seeking the 
face of his Lord the Most High and surely jn 
the end he shall be well content). Oh. 23 v. 98 
(“ Turn aside evil with that which is better ”) 
Oh. 2 V. 257 (“ Let there be no compulsion in 
religion”), Ch. 6 v. 108 (“Revile not those 
whom they call on beside God least they in 
their ignorance despitefully revile Him = 22 
Bx. 28 ”), Oh. 7 V. 150 (“ Oh Lord forgive me 
and my brother and bring us into thy mercy ”), 
Ch. 3 V. 1 29 (implore forgiveness of your sins), 
Ch. 41 V, 34-36 (“ Moreover, good and evil 
are not to be treated as the same thing. 
Turn away evil by what is better, and lo! 
he between whom and thyself was enmity, 
shall be as though he were a warm friend. 
But none attain to this save men steadfast in 
patience, and none attain to it except the most 
highly favoured. And if an enticement from 
Satan entice thee, then take refuge in God, for 
He is the Hearing and Knowing ”), Ch. 3 v. 
191 (“ O our Lord ! forgive us then our sin, and 
hide away from us our evil deeds, and cause us 
to die with the righteous ”), Ch. 6 v. 153 (Do 
not rob the substence of the orphans but 
improve . it, when giving judgment, obsen^e 
^justice though a. kinsman’s affair), Ch. 42 v. 38 
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(forgiveness reconiiuended), Ch. 10 v. 27 ^(good- 
ness and good acts recommended), Ch. v. dO 
(kindness to parents, oqjhans etc.). 

Predestination. 

Ch. S7.V. 3, Oh. 17 vs. Id, 15, Ch. 15 v. 5, Ch. 3 
vs. 139, IdS, Ch, 0 V. 2, Ch. 64 v. 2 (St. Paul in 8 
Rom. 29-30, 1 Eph. 5, 11, 1 (1 Pet) 2 ). Ch. 57 
V. 22. 

Prophecy. 

Ch. SO vs. 1-3 (about future Greek victor}'). 
Prophets, names of. 

Ch. 7 (six onl}’), Chs. 11 & 37 (seven only, Abra- 
ham added). 

Religion, one only if God had willed. 

Ch. lOv. 99. 

Resurrection. 

Ch. 17 V. 53 (nigh), Ch. G v. 38 (of beasts ete), 
Ch. 20 v. 1 5 (hour is coming), Ch. 1 4 v. 49, 
Ch. 27 V. 89, Ch, 39 vs. 67-73. 

Resurrection proved b}* rain and da}' and night. 

Ch. 43 V. 10 , Ch. 50 vs. 9-11, Ch. 16 v. 67, Ch. 22 
vs. 0 - 6 , Ch. 30 vs. 33, 37, Ch. 35 v. 10, Ch. 3 v. 
26 (day and night), Ch. 2 v. ir»S(rain and night), 
Ch. 30 V.49. 

Revelation. 

Ch. 25 V.34 (in parcels), Ch. 17 v. 107 do, Ch. So 
\-s. 21-22 (written on preser\'ed lable\ Ch. d v. 
138, Ch. 6 Y. 67, Ch. IS v. 1, Ch. 46 v. 1 . 

Reward after death according to good works. 

Ch. 23 V. 104, 105, Ch. 7 vs. 7-S, Oh. 48 
V. 54, (double reward for renegade Jews and 
Christians), Oh. IS v. 44, Ch. 16 v. 112, Ch. 13 v. 
V. 44, Ch. 14 V. 51, Ch. 2 vs. 281-286. 
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Sabbath, none. 

•^h. 50 vs. 14, 37. 

S'lcrifice, for piety only. 

Oh. 22 vs. 37-38. 

Satan see Bblis. 

Scriptures falsified by Je\ys and Christians. 

Oh. 2 vs. 39, 73. 

Seven Sleepers. 

Oh. 18 V. 8. 

Sin, pardon of, asked for. 

Oh.’ 40 V. 57 (seek pardon), Oh. 47 v. 2.1 (ask 
pardon for thy sins and for believers, both men 
and women). Oh. 48 vs. 1-2 (Mahomed’s faults 
forgiven), Oh. 110 v. 3 (implore pardon). 

Slaves. 

Oh. 23 V. 6 (enjoy slaves), Oh. 23 v. 49 (slaves 
allowed to Mahomed), Oh. 4 v. 29 (marry cap- 
tured slaves). Oh. 70 v. 80 (union with slaves 
allowed). 

Soul. 

Oh. 17 V. 87. 

Spirit. 

Oh. 4 V. 169 (God’s spirit conveyed to Mary), 
Oh. 2 V. 81 (Holy Spirit in Jesus), v. 254 do, 
Oh. 16 V. 104. 

Spoils, Mahomed’s share in. 

Oh. 8 vs. 1, 42 (one fifth share for God and His 
apostle), Oh. 59 v. 7 (spoils belong to God, and 
His apostle, to his kindred, orphans, poor, 
wayfarer). 

Stars fall. 

Oh'. 81 V. 2, Oh. 82 v. 2. 

Statues and images forbidden. 

Oh. 5 V. 92. 
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Table, mii'acle of the, 

Oh. 5 vs. 112-115. 

Table, preserved. 

Oh. 86 vs. 21-22, Oh. 50 v. 76. 

Testament 

Oh. 2 V. 176, Oh. 5 v. 105. 

Theft. 

Oh. 5 V. 42. 

Throne, God’s. 

Oh. 2 V. 256 (touches heaven and earth). 
Toleration. 

Oh. 2 V. 257 (Let there be no compulsion in reli- 
gion), Oh. 80 V. 17 (Deal calmly therefore with 
infidels, leave them awhile alone), Oh. 6 v. 108 
(Revile not those whom they call on beside 
God), Oomp. 22 Ex. 28. 

Trinitarians. 

Oh. 5 v. 77 (infidels), Oh. 4 v. 169. 

, Trumpet 

Oh, 23 V. U3, Oh. 36 v. 51, Oh. 37 v. 19, Oh. 79 

V. 6. 

Usury forbidden. 

Oh. 3 V. 125, Oh. 2 VS. 276-277. 

Veil. 

Oh. 24 V, 33, Oh, 24 v. 59, Oh. 33 vs. 53, 55, 59 
(low veils). 

Vow. 

Oh. 66 V. 2 (]Mahomed released from). 

Wall in hell. 

Oh. 7 v. 44. 

Washings. 

Oh. 5 vs. 8-9, Oh. 4 v. 46. • 

Wine, lots, games of chance forbidden. 

Oh. 5 vs, 91-92, Oh, 2 v. 2X6. 

X 
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Wine in lieaven. 

« ^ Ch. 47 V. 16, (rivers .of), . Cli. 76 vs. 5-6' (allowed 
in lieaven). 

Wives. ' . * - 

Ch. 4 V. 38 (scourge refractory wives), Ch. 4 v. 3 
(four allowed), Ch-. 4 v. CO (in heaven), Ch. 33 vs. 
49-52 (Mahomed’s), Ch. 33 v. 53 (Mahomed’s 
ividows cannot remany), Ch.‘. 13 v. 23 (in 
heaven), Ch. 40 v. 8 do, Ch. 2 v. 223 (your wives 
are your field ; go in, therefore, to j'our field as 
ye will ”), Ch. 33 v. 33 (Mahomed’s wdves to 
abide . in house and not to go out in public 
decked). 

Women — see Man and Woman. . 

Works — see Faith. 

Zeid’s wife. 

Ch. 33 vs. 37-38. 
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